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A letter from Professor Phelps, on our second 
page, will command attention in view of the gen- 
eral interest now attaching to the private character 
of men in high public station. 


“Lord, increase our faith!” is a very proper 
prayer for those believers who are now using all the 
faith they have. But a great many Christians are 
waiting and wishing for more faith, while they make 
no use of that which is already theirs. Go ahead 
with the faith you have. You'll have more when 
you need more. 


There ought certainly to be no doubt in the minds 
of any, that the good citizens of Atlanta tender free 
entertainment to all delegates attending the Inter- 
national Sanday-school Convention. The announce- 
ment of this hospitable intent has been made repeat- 
edly ; yet because the prices of board at some of the 
principal hotels has been named in circulars of 
information, for the benefit of those who prefer to 
pay their own bills, there seems to have been a mis- 
understanding of the facts on the part of more or 
lesa of the delegates. Hence we repeat the assur- 
ance that all delegates who will accept private 
eatertainment will be well provided for. The con- 
vention is held next week. There is reason for 
believing that it will be attended more largely than 
any of its predecessors. 

So many contributions on the subject of the new 
series of International leasons have been sent to us, 





columns. We have, however, touched most of the 
points included in these communications in a recent 
series of editorials on the general subject. Yet it 
should be borne in mind that the selection of lessons 
will not rest with the Atlanta Convention, but with 
a committee appointed at that convention for sub- 
sequent conference and deliberation. Hence those 
persons who have fixed opinions concerning the best 
plan of Bible lessons will do well to reserve their 
counsel for that committee—the members of which 
will doubtless be glad of all the helps and sugges- 
tions they can obtain. Yet the discussions of the 
convention will perhaps include a free expression of 
opinions concerning desirable methods of Bible 
study. 


By a certain perversity of human nature, men are 
tempted to ridicule and condemn, even more severely 
than before, that which they are about to accept. 
This evil speaking often extends to the last moment 
before the abandonment of sin and the confessing of 
Christ. Sometimes fools who merely come to scoff 
remain to pray,—but it often happens that a man 
goes to a revival meeting ostensibly to jeer and 
despise, but really to repent and be saved. The 
old evil makes natural cowardice its last weapon ; 
and that cowardice utters words which are despised 
by the very lips that speak them. It is well, there- 
fore, to be patient with the most violent language 
and the most perverse temper; for the good work 
may have already begun. In religion, asin every- 
thing else, people who are almost ready to take the 
last step advance strenuous arguments which they 
only half believe, and which they will shortly 
abandon. Then is the time for patience and discre- 
tion on the part of the Christian worker. At the 
very moment when the young man possessed of an 
evil spirit was brought to the Saviour to be healed, 
his tormentor pressed him more sorely than ever: 
“as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, 
and tare him.” 


It is evident that the Christian heroism of 
Mr. Barron, the cashier at Dexter, Maine, who died 
rather than betray a trust, is clearly recognized by 
the community; and that there is a gratifying 
determination abroad to have it understood that 
his course was the right one. A committee of 
bank officers of Dexter is already at work to raise a 
fand for the support of his family, and for a suitable 
monument to his memory. Moreover, the proposi- 
tion has been made by The Christian Mirror, of 
Portland, to erect at Dexter a memorial church 
bearing his name, in honor of his unflinching devo- 
tion to duty. The pastor of the Congregational 
church at Dexter says that Mr. Barron was, at the 
time of his death, engaged in the raising of money 
to renovate the house of worship of that church, 
and that three hundred dollars of that money was 
already collected and in the vault of the bank 
which he refused to rob. The pastor thinks that 
“not more than twelve to fifteen hundred dollars, 
perhaps, is needed to thoroughly repair and refit 
the chapel now standing, and the present’ owners 
would be more than glad then to rededicate it as a 
Barron Memorial Church.” The proposition thus 
made will commend itself to very many, and we 
shall be glad to acknowledge and forward any dona- 


to contribute. 

Popular favor is not worth the seeking. It is not 
to be greatly valued even when it comes unsought. 
It is rarely based on the best qualities of its pos- 
sessor. Commonly it is won through a man’s man- 
ners rather than his character or spirit. He has a 
pleasing way of meeting people. He has learned to 
recognize quickly and to adapt himself promptly to 
their peculiar tastes and preferences; hence he is 
counted genial and congenial, and is liked aovord- 
ingly. But manners and modes of speech are by no 
means everything ina man. They will not always 
hold those who are at first greatly taken with them. 
He who is popular to-day may be unpopular to-mor- 
row. A single act of his—even a right and a well- 
considered act—may set against him the multitude 
which yesterday was praising him. Popularity is 
@ very insecure possession; and for this reason, if 
for no other, it is of but small and uncertain value. 
But the respect and confidence of the community are 
well worth having, and well worth striving for. 
The popular opinion which rests on them is likely to 
abide unchanged. Even when a man goes against 
the preferences and prejudices of the multitude, 
if he is respected and trusted for his real worth, he 
will not necessarily forfeit popular confidence when 
he loses popular favor. It is far better to have the 
respect of the community, without its special favor, 
than to have all the world pleased with us to-day 
for some other reason than that we are worthy of 
the confidence of all. Leave popularity to the 
politicians. Let us strive to deserve respect for our 
real characters, and we shall doubtless have all that 
we deserve. 


WHAT IS THIS INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION ? 

The multiplication of criticisms and suggestions 
concerning the composition, plans, and work of the 
Atlanta Convention, proffered from every quarter, 
is an evidence of an inoreased interest in this 
national gathering of Sunday-school workers over 
either of its predecessors. The discussion called out 
by the varied proposals will go far toward making 
the nature and purpose of these international con- 
ventions better understood than at present. 

Among other features of the convention to which 
attention is newly directed, is the basis of repre- 
sentation in its membership. Regret is expressed 
by some “that representatives of benevolent socie- 
ties or denominations cannot be received as such;” 
that “those who are specially charged with the 
Sunday-school work of our different churches or 
defiominations cannot be received and recognized as 
members of that convention, unless they shall be 
appointed and accredited as delegates by a state or 
provincial association, or, in the absence of such an 
organization, by a committee appointed for the pur- 
pose.” This objection has been often made before, 
and it has been carefully considered by those 
charged with the duty of calling the successive 
national conventions. It has force only through a 
misconception of the underlying idea of these con- 
ventions. It would hardly be pressed by those who 
perceive the true nature of these gatherings. 





Our national Sunday-school conventions are not 
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an institution. They are popular gatherings of 
friends of the Sunday-school cause, from various 
portions of the country, for purposes of conference 
and mutual counsel. No articles of association 
bind them. They have not even a well-defined 
constituency. They represent territory and popula- 
tion, not societies or denominations. The state 
associations to which they look for the designating of 
delegates, are similar local gatherings in the different 
territorial divisions of the country. These associa- 
tions commonly include in their membership the 
more intelligent and efficient Sunday-school workers 
of all denominations in their region. 


It is fair to suppose that a man who is so promi- 
nent in the community as to be specially charged 
with the Sanday-school work of his denomination, 
stands well enough in his part of the country to be 
a leading member of the voluntary association of 
Sunday-school workers of his state; and hence is 
likely to be chosen as a delegate to a national con- 
vention of intelligent friends of the cause he 
assumes toserve. But as the basis of representation 
in the national convention is territorial and not 
denominational, popular and not institutional, and 
as the state associations of Sunday-school workers 
are merely taken as a convenient agency for secur- 
ing a popular representation, the leading Sunday- 
school man of his denomination must come in, if at 
all, on his good standing among his co-workers in 
the region where he is best known, rather than by 
virtue of an office which his denomination has con- 
ferred upon him. 

No legislative functions appertain to the national 
Sunday-school conventions. At the most there are 
only free expressions of opinion, and an occasional 
vote of preference for one course or another in the 
Sunday-schools of the country at large. The work 
to which these conventions are set is best performed 
by those who are not trammeled as representatives 
from denominations, or from publishing boards— 
the interests of which are involved in a subject under 
discussion. It is better for all concerned—for the 
several denominations as well as for the general 
community—that these national conferences con- 
cerning Sunday-school work should discuss common 
themes of interest in the light of the general good, 
rather than that of the varied publishing interests. 

Take, for example, the beginning of this series of 
International Lessons. In 1872 not a single promi- 
nent denominational publishing board was, at the 
start, in favor of the plan proposed. If those boards 
had been in conference over the plan, they would 
have decided against it unanimously. Vow they are 
all glad that popular sentiment necessitated their 
adoption of the plan. So it would be inalmost every 
really important matter. The history of the Sunday- 
school work shows that denominational boards do 
not often initiate improved methods or agencies of 
Sunday-school work ; but that they commonly select— 
from those initiated by popular and undenomina- 
tional associations or publishing firms—those things 
which seem best suited to their constituency. Just as 
when, again, they want a good man to put in charge of 
their denominational Sunday-school interests, they 
usually pick one who is already widely known in 
Sunday-school work through his connection with 
the undenominational agencies. 





The present basis of representation in the national 
or international conventions is clearly the best one. | 
It would be unfortunate for the Sunday-school | 
cause at large if it were so changed as to make it, | 
in whole or part, a conference between the repre- | 


sentatives of denominational publishing boards. | 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 





Concerning the illustration used by Professor Phelps | 
in hia lesson-article entitled “Christian Alliances with | 
Wicked Men,” which Professor Wilkinson assumed toapply, | 
and then criticised, the following letter seems both timely | 


and conclusive : 


I am informed that an article in a New York paper charges me 


with wronging the memory of the dead, in using for illustrative 


purposes certain facts in the life of an American senator, whom 
the writer assumes to have been Mr. Webster. I have not read 
the article, and it is not probable that I shall do so. It is not 
my habit to trouble the public in my own defense; yet I feel 
responsible to your readers for a strict observance of the courtesies 
of public criticism in the papers from my pen, which they receive 
so kindly. To them, therefore, I beg leave to say: 

1. That I have nowhere mentioned the name of Mr. Webster, 
exceptin quoting his remarks with respect. Nor does it appear 
that there have not been other persons of whom my illustrative 
paragraph might not have been true. 


2. If, therefore, there were facts in Mr. Webster’s life, so strongly 
resembling those which I affirmed, as to suggest his name to his 
friends, it is they who put the cap upon his bust, not I. 


3. My statements respecting the senator to whom I did allude, 
were not derived from his political opponents, nor from the gossip 
of the newspapers, nor from any other form of common fame. I 
received them from private sources, from men who had ample 
means of knowing whereof they affirmed, and whose personal 
relations and political predilections would have led them to deny 
such charges against the object of their life-long admiration, if they 
could honestly have done so. I should have but to mention the 
name, especially of one well-known informant, to assure my read- 
ers of the sufficiency of the testimony to convince any honest jury 
in the world. On such testimony every one of the facts I have 
alleged, rests. If anything not recorded in history which time 
has sifted, can still be veritable fact, the character I have attrib- 
uted to the senator in question is such. The friends of that Sen- 
ator, if they are wise, will not needlessly uncover his private life 

4. I disclaim any respect for the memory of the dead which 
would lead me to deny or ignore gross violations of morality 
on: the part of our public men, if sustained by such evidence 
as I have referred to. We should have purer morals and 
a sterner integrity at Washington, without the lamentable 
exceptions which now exist, if our great men were given to 
understand that their memory when dead, as well as their 
character when living, will be held rigidly to the same 
standard of private morals by which we try those of common 
men, I have myself heard the immoralities of the senator whom 
I have arraigned, palliated on the ground of his great intellectual 
abilities, the clearness of his knowledge of religious truth, the 
beauty of his expressions of religious sentiment, his familiarity 
with the Scriptures: and I am ashamed to add, on the principle 
also, avowedly defended, that the vices of such men are not to be 
judged by so rigid a standard of morals as those of other men. In 
my judgment , some such secret feeling underlies much of the 
silence with which the public press ignores the immoralities of 
such men, when the grave has covered them, and often long 
before. I think that we owe it to the young men of thisland toscout 
and scorn the principle, and to heap obloquy upon it, and upon 
all who act upon it, or in any way assume it, be they even Mr. 
Webster and his peers. The principle is an atrocious relic of the 
subjection of public morals to the hoof of beastly kings and their 
licentious courts, which belongs to other lands and other times 
than ours, 

5. Of all the periods of our national history, the present is the 
very last in which it is either wise or safe to release the character 
and the memory of our great men from accountability to the 
moral sense of mankind. If common fame speaks truth, or but 
half speaks it, we seem to be entering on a new era of corruption 
in the publie life of Washington. If the columns of the news- 
papers are to be trusted, even our honorable Senate, which, next 
to our Supreme Court, is, on the whole, the pride and glory of our 
history, seems to be threatened with an irruption of drunkenness, 
and dishonesty, and profaneness, and other forms of vice, which, 
if tolerated by public opinion, and especially if‘ unwhipt of jus- 
tice” by writers for the public press, would soon make our Senate 
a hissing and a by-word. For one, I do profoundly believe that 
much of such treachery to the moral side of high station, would 
be prevented, if our great men were made to feel that, while living, 
no political favoritism, and when dead, no tenderness to their 
memory, would ever shield from public detestation their outrages 
of the moral sense of the people in their private life. Their high 
rank, their great abilities, their eminent services, and the reverence 
which we gladly pay to the offices to which we have exalted them, 
only serve, by the contrast, so deepen their degradation, and 
blacken their fame, if they are false in their private character to 
the conscience of a Christian people. The greater the man the 
more infamous the criminal, if he ts a criminal. Now, above all 
other periods of our history, ought our public men to feel this 
truth. Theirs are great opportunities, and, by the common law of 
Providence, equally great are their perils. Ifthey fall, like the 
house built on the sand, great is the fall thereof. Those who con- 
trol the public press should emphasize these truths; lest the 
days should return when men high in church and state, shall 
stand equally high in infamous vices, and yet the public opinion 
shall accept it as a thing of course, which lofty station is sufficient 
to condone Do we wantastate of public opinion here, which 
would permit a Cardinal Antonelli to live in adultery through all 
his public life, and yet, when he dies, would bury it as a pecca- 
dilloin his grave—a thing to be expected of a cardinal anda 
prime minister of the state? That is the state of things which 
threatens us, AusTIN PHELPs. 

Andover Theological Seminary, March 30; 1878. 


It is well to have had this theme brought into such 
prominence. The evil of which Professor Phelps speaks, 
whereby men in prominent positions are led to hope that 
their memories will be honored in spite of their misdoing, 


| is too great to pass unrebuked. Good can hardly fail to 


come of this fresh emphasis to the fact, that the only way 
to secure an honored memory is to live an upright life. 





CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO THE BIBLE. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


The Bible is the record of Christian facts, the depository 
of Christian doctrines. To it we come with the inquiry, 
What saith the Lord? We reverence it asthe rule of this 
life, and as pointing unerringly to the life to come. We 
regard it as an infallible court of appeal, the arbiter of all 
controversy in religious matters. ‘To the law and to the 
testimony—if they speak nut according to this word it is 
because there is no light in them.” We hold that “ Holy 
Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so 
that whatsoever is not read therein nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should 
be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requi- 
site or necessary to salvation.” 

But suppose we are uncertain as to the authority of the 
book to which we appeal? Such doubts may be set at 
rest by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

We take for granted in this argument the great fact of 
the resurrection of our Lord, as confirming his claims, and 
as proved by those who laid down their lives in support of 
their testimony. We also accept the New Testament as a 
faithful record of his life and teaching. 

But what shall we say of the Old Testament? It is this 
portion of the Bible that modern scepticism chiefly assails. 
Oh that Christ would once more appear among us, that we 
could carry to him the difficulties and objections of which 
we hear so much, and ask him either to solve them for us, 
or to tell us in what light, should they remain unsolved, 
we are to regard the Old Testament! But without this 
we may obtain our Lord’s opinion on the question. 

The Old Testament existed in the time of Christ just as 
it does now. It had been translated from the Hebrewinto 
the Greek language nearly three hundred years pre- 
viously, and both versions had become widely circulated. 
The Law, or the five books of Moses; the Prophets, or the 
historical and prophetical books; and the Psalms, consti- 
tuted the Bible, which was familiar to all pious Jews, and 
was publicly read in their synagogues every Sabbath day. 
Christ, therefore, must have often seen it, heard it, read it. 
What did he think of it? 

Suppose we should discover that he studied it atten- 
tively, stored it in his memory, referred to it for strength 
and comfort, quoted it in his ministry as a book distinct 
from all others, having superhuman authority, whose pre- 
cepts were to be obeyed as divine—would not this be an 
argument in favor of our regarding it as the word of God? 
If he practically recognized the book as divine, would not 
this be a sufficient encouragement to us to do the same? 

I may be unable logically to define inspiration, or to 
explain difficulties in respect to seeming discrepancies. 
Bat it would be sufficient if I could reply, “The Lord 
Jesus Christ honored this book. He foresaw all that 
modern criticism would have to say, but still he loved this 
Bible, and urged men to trust its promises and obey its 
precepts as divine. Therefore I will still read, reverence, 
obey, and teach this Bible, which was Christ's Bible.” 

In his recorded allusions to the Bible, our Lord made 
four references to Genesis, three to Excdus, two to Num- 
bers, five to Leviticus, four to Deuteronomy—thus quoting 
several times all the books of Moses. He also referred to 
the books of Samuel, Kings, Daniel, Hosea, Jonah, Zecha- 
riah, Malachi, and frequently to Isaiah and the book of 
Psalms. He asserted the claims of the Bible as a whole, 
under the title of “ The Scriptures,” and “The Law and 
the Prophets.” When we consider how brief are the nar- 
ratives of his ministry, yet how numerous are the Scrip- 
ture references they contain, we may well be sure that if 
all had been recorded our argument might have been 
strengthened with numberless additional proofs that the 
Bible was the Saviour’s text-book. He sanctioned it as 
a whole, and in detail, as a book to be studied, trusted, 
obeyed ; as a book peculiar, paramount, divine. Consider 
how he read it, and stored it in his memory, and used it 
for his own personal strength and comfort, in temptation, 
for worship, on the cross. Consider how, having died with 
it on his lips, he expounded it as soon as he returned to 
life. Consider that the glorified body of the Lord Jesus, 
now on the throne of glory, has honored our Bible, that it 
was opened and pointed to by the very hand, that it was 
quoted and explained by the very lips, of him who is now 
exalted at the right hand of God, a prince and a saviour ! 
May we not feel satisfied that whatever the authority of 
learned critics, the authority of Jesus is greater? May I 
not turn from them to him? If unable to answer aii diffi- 
culties, is it not enough that my Saviour used this Bible 
as divine? If it was good enough for him, is it not good 
enough for me ?—for the rule of my life, and for the solace 
of my sorrow ; and whenever my mind is disturbed by 
doubts, haunted by fears, oppressed by griefs, assailed 
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by temptation—may I not turn confidently to my Sav- 
iour’s Bible, and put an end to the doubt and the murmur 
and the conflict, by saying with my Lord, “ It is written” ? 

Let us, then, honor the Bible. Let it be our constant 
companion. Let us daily read some portion of it in pri- 
vate. Let us store it in our memories as the sword of the 
Spirit wherewith to repel every assault of Satan. Let us 
say, “ Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not 
sin against thee!” Let us honor it in the family. In 
every Christian household let God’s word be daily read. 
Let parents and children, masters and servants, listen 
together to its holy and impartialteachings. By its influ- 
ence, how much more orderly, pure, considerate, joving, 
happy, every such family is likely to become! Let us 
honor it as a nation. Let our law-givers gather wisdom 
from it. Let the people learn loyalty and freedom from 
it. Let its righteousness exalt us more than arts and 
armaments, and commerce and wealth. Let us honor it 
in the church. By it let us decide every controversy, test 
every ordinance, and weigh every opinion. Let us honor 
it in the Christian ministry, not forcing it to do homage 
to our theories, but making those theories do homage to 
it. Let the Master’s Bible be the servant’s Bible, too. 
Let the doctrines taught, the precepts enforced, the con- 
solations dispensed, be those of Christ’s Bible. 

And let us do this in the spirit of love. In addition to 
the other claims of the Bible on our reverence and affec- 
tion is this—that Christ used it and loved it. How we 
all feel the power of association to endow with special 
value what has been connected with a dear deceased friend 
—the very chair on which she sat, the desk at which he 
wrote, the favorite author associated with our friend’s 
intellect, the well-used Bible connected with the highest 
and holiest exercises of his soul! Does the reader love 
the old Bible of a sainted parent, bearing the traces of 
yearsof devout study, with markings against favorite texts, 
and many memorials of sorrow and of joy? And shall 
we not love this Bible which is Christ’s Bible, the Bible 
of our Friend, our Saviour, and our Lord, bearing the 
marks of his tears, and echoing still his sighs and his 
prayers? Yes! we will love it for his sake as well as for 
its own priceless worth, Whatever doubts are cast on it, we 
will fall back on the authority of Christ. Imfhe read it, we 
will read it. Ifhe obeyed it, we will obey it. IPfhe rev- 
erenced it as divine, we will reverence it as divine. And 
in answer to its assailants we will say: “ Thou through 
thy commandments hast made me wiser than my enemies ; 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul. The testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple. The law of thy mouth 
is dearer unto me than thousands of gold and silver. Thy 
testimonies have I taken as an heritage forever, for they 
are the rejoicing of my heart,” 





GOOD MEN WHO ARE NOT CHURCHMEN. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


Such is in brief the leading practical idea which we 
derive from this biblical fragment about the Rechabites. 
Opinions may not unreasonably differ about this singular 
people. But as I understand the ecriptural notices of 
them, they were not Israelites by birth, nor included in 
the covenant of God with his peculiar people. Yet they 
were good men. They recoiled from the wickedness of 
the world around them. They sought, as men are in all 
ages prone to do, to find protection in ascetic vows. 

They saw, forinstance, that intemperance was a great and 
damning vice ; therefore they vowed that they would drink 
no wine. They correspond very nearly, in that respect, to 
the modern societies of “ Good Tempiars” and “Sons of 
Temperance.” That is, they were pledged to the practice 
of total abstinence, yet were not, by virtue of that vow, 
members of the church of God. 

They saw, also, that the great cities of the world were 
the chief centres of corruption. Therefore they vowed to 
live foreverintents. Their ancestor and founder, Jonadab, 
was a Bedouin Arab, as we should call him. The desert 
was his home, and the tent his dwelling. It was a vow of 
the sect to live so forever. 

They observed, also, that the possession of fixed property 
was a great temptation tomen. They would therefore 
have none of it. Every man bound himself not to own a 
house, ‘not to buy a field, not to till a vineyard. Like 
the Dominicans and others of the Romish Church, they 
took the vow of poverty, so faras these forms of worldly 
estate were concerned. Thay would escape sin by fleeing 
from temptation. That was their principle. 

These three things seem to have been the creed of the 
sect: to drink no wine; to own no fixed property; to 
dwell in no permanent abodes. Their organization as a 
tribe waa clearly an attempt to live a purer life than the 





world around them, by cultivating the simple tastes and 
habits of herdsmen, living in tents, wandering wherever 
they could find pasturage, being much in the open air, and 
at night sleeping under the resplendent skies of Arabia. 

But what have these ancient “Good Templars” to do 
with the mission of Jeremiah to the kingdom of Judah? 
Just this, and no more: they are used as a means of 
reproof They were faithful to their vows; the Jews were 
not. They adhered to the religion of their fathers ; the 
Jews did not. They were practically better men and 
women than the average of the world; the Jews were not. 
They kept themselves clear from the corruptions of the 
great metropolitan cities; the Jews did not. They 
practiced the virtues of temperance, of plain living, of 
frugality, and the kindred virtues of country life. The 
Jews had given themselves up to the extravagance and 
the idolatrous vices of the great capitals. So far as we 
know, they worshiped the true God. The Jews had 
become so corrupt as to worship a calf, a goat, a lizard, 
anything that anybody worshiped; they followed the 
fashions in their religion. 

The prophet therefore uses these “‘ Good Templars” as a 
means of shaming the men of Judah for their wickedness 
and spostasy. I do not understand that he means to give 
the divine approval to them as a sect; or to set the divine 
seal upon their vows, as necessary to holy living; nor 
even to defend their total abstinence. It is a stretch of 
biblical authority, to make this fragment an argument for 
the divine authority of temperance societies. Other 
scriptures may support them, but not this one. 

The prophet seems to say to the apostate Jews: “ Look, 
you renegade people of God, look at these Rechabites |! 
Are not you ashamed of yourselves? They have not had 
half of your privileges, but they outdo you in right living, 
They are consistent with their professions. They stick to 
their vows. They live up to the light they have. You 
do neither. Therefore, by the authority given me by the 
living God, I tell you that God will bless them and will 
curse you.” 

This I take to be the simple purpose of this introduc- 
tion of the Rechabites into the word of God. In a nut- 
shell, the design is 4o reprove b:d men in the church by 
contrasting them with good men out of the church. The 
value of such a fragment in the Scriptures for practical 
use in all ages, may be geen by a brief notice of the follow- 
ing hints: : 

1, The popular criticism upon the church is true: Better 
men are out of i than some meninit.” There are bad 
men in the church, and very imperfect good ones. Men 
profess religion who will cheat in a trade, who will lie to 
cover the cheat, who will take a falze oath to bolster the 
lie. Name almost any crime that quick-witted depravity 
can invent, and doubtless it has been committed by some 
professed child of God. Prudent merchants refuse credit 
to a» man who pleads his standing in the church as a 
reason for giving him credit. Christian ministers, too, 
have done their full share of deeds which have pierced the 
heart of Christ. There are “Good Templars” and “Odd 
Fellows” and “ Free Masons” who make their fraternities 
substitutes for the church. The chivalrous and manly 
virtues in some men overbalance the Christian graces in 
some other men, and we cannot say that the substitution 
is not plausible. 

When the world charges us with these contrasts, we 
admit them. When we are asked what we have to say 
for ourselves, we answer nothing in defense of such men, 
but bow our heads in shame. We can at best but echo 
St. Paul’s lament, and “tell you even weeping, that they 
are enemies to the cross of Christ.” 

2. The contrast between apostates in the church and 
good men out of it, is an exception to the general fact. 
As the Rechabites of old were a small and exceptional 
sect, no fair representative of the heathen world, so now 
the good men who are not churchmen are not a fair speci- 
men of what men naturally become who live out of cove- 
nant with God. As in the Jewish church there were men 
and women who were not apostates, so there are multi- 
tudes in the Christian church now, who do not deserve 
the charge that they are no better than other men. The 
apostates and hypocrites on the one side, and the good 
men who are not churchmen on the other, are both excep- 
tions to the general law. It is but fair to admit this. “. 
is but just to claim it. 

The very fact that the alleged contrast attracts attention 
and provokes satire is proof of this. If it were the gen- 
eral law that the church makes men scoundrels, and that 
irreligion makes men the pattern of all the virtues, the 
charge of inconsistency would disappear. If it were the 
natural drift of things that clergymen should be adulterers, 
thieves, liars, drunkards, the fact would be accepted as 
the legitimate fruit of their profession. They would, asa 
class, stand in public esteem where blacklegs do now. 





Public opinion rests at last upon the facts, In the West 
India Islands and in some parts of South America, the 
Romish priesthood have, as a class, fallen into debasing 
vices. They drink, they lie, they swear, they gamble, 
they brawl, they are licentious. They suspend mass to 
attend a horse-race. These things are so common that 
public sentiment accepts them as the usual accompani- 
ments of the priestly function. They have long since 
ceased to excite remark. No hue and cry are raised when 
a priest is guilty of these things. The popular proverbs 
run thus: “As bad as a priest ;” “ As drunk as a friar ;” 
“ As tricky as a Jesuit,” and so on. 

Such would be the popular judgment the world over, 
before long, if the fact of clerical depravity were univer- 
sally true, or if it were generally true that Christian min- 
isters are no better than the average of men. It is not 
true, and the world knows it. It is a calumny which no 
man who is not innately and thoroughly dishonest and 
mean, will charge upon the clerical office. The man who 
has lost faith in sucha body of men and women as now 
compose the Protestant Church of Christendom, and large 
portions of the Catholic Church, must be a man who has 
lost faith in himself. His loss of trust in their virtues 
springs from the loss of consciousness of those virtues in 
his own heart, He believes no better because he is no 
better. 

3. The concessions which Christians make to cynical 
critics of the church, need often to be qualified by loyalty to 
the brotherhood, There is a virtue in loyalty to one’s 
guild, which truth and justice sometimes calls to the front. 

There is a tone of criticism of the church which sounds 
very candid, and very faithful, and very independent of 
clanship, which, after all, is unmanly and mean, simply be- 
cause if is not true, Underneath it, there is a truckling to 
the malicious judgment of the wicked. The faults of 
Christians are exaggerated. The numbers of the hypocri- 
cals are overrated. Guilt is assumed on insufficient evi- 
dence. Evidence which a jury would scout, is deemed suffi- 
cient to condemn a professor of religion. Such accusers 
do not face the accused like men. They will swell asecret 
into common fame, yet, when summoned to bear witness, 
they skulk, 

All nations have a proverb about “ the bird that fouls 
its own nest.” All honorable men respect loyalty to one’s 
own. The conditions of Christian living in this world are 
such as to call for large practice of this virtue. No other 
body of men are so sure of receiving unjust judgment as 
Christians are. To belong to the church of Christ is to be 
a mark for cynics to hawk at, and for vultures to peck at. 
In simple fair play, the church needs the magnanimous 
graces among its own members. Does not everybody 
know a professing Christian who has the inconsistencies 
of his brethren at his tongue’s end always, and their 
excellences never? That brother should look into “ Trades 
Unions” and “ Masonic Lodges,” for a.lesson in loyalty. 

I have somewhere read a legend of a wretched man, one 
of nature’s monstrosities, the tip of whose tongue was a 
snake’s head. In his sleep the hideous reptile lay coiled 
within; but his breathing was alow and ominous hiss. 
When he woke and attempted to speak, the monster thrust 
iteelf out in wavy vibrations, hissing, biting, stinging. A 
fitting symbol this of men who can never find a good thing 
to say of the church of Christ. Inspired imagery resembles 
the revolting legend: “ They have sharpened their tongues 
like a gerpent; adder’s poison is under their lips.” Shall 
brethren in Christ thrust such venomous fangs at each 
other? When tempted to misanthropic judgment of a 
Christian brother, remember the snake-headed tongue. 
The truth is that conscious hypocrites in the church are 
comparatively few. 

And what of ministers of the gospel? I have elsewhere 
spoken of the inconsistencies of the church and her 
ministry with sufficient fidelity. May I now offset it 
with a bitof testimony? True, it is interested testimony : 
but no other can be founded on knowledge of the facts ; it 
must pass for what it is worth. For more than thirty 
years I have known the clerical profession as no man can 
know it who is not init and behind the scenes. With 
more or less of personal intimacy, I have known nearly 
two thousand preachers of the gospel. I know their aims, 

‘y motives, their methods, their weaknesses, their 
policies, their secrets—for every profeesion has its honor- 
able secrets and its wide policies. And my conviction 
is that there is not another body of men living, of equal 
numbers, the record of whose life, public and private, will 
bear scrutiny so well as theirs. The testimony which 
the Earl of Shaftesbury publicly gave to the character of 
the American missionaries in Western Asia, in 1860, 
“they are a marvelous combination of common sense and 
piety,” is true of the great body of Protestant ministers 
whom I have known. Out ofthe whole number, but five 
have made a wreck of moral character, Of what other 
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an institution. They are popular gatherings of 
friends of the Sunday-school cause, from various 
portions of the country, for purposes of conference 
and mutual counsel. No articles of association 
bind them. They have not even a well-defined 
constituency. They represent territory and popula- 
tion, not societies or denominations. The state 
associations to which they look for the designating of 
delegates, are similar local gatherings in the different 
territorial divisions of the country. These associa- 
tions commonly include in their membership the 
more intelligent and efficient Sunday-school workers 
of all denominations in their region. 


It is fair to suppose that a man who is so promi- 
nent in the community as to be specially charged 
with the Sanday-school work of his denomination, 
stands well enough in his part of the country to be 
a leading member of the voluntary association of 
Sunday-school workers of his state; and hence is 
likely to be chosen as a delegate to a national con- 
vention of intelligent friends of the cause he 
assumes to serve. But as the basis of representation 
in the national convention is territorial and not 
denominational, popular and not institutional, and 
as the state associations of Sunday-school workers 
are merely taken as a convenient agency for secur- 
ing a popular representation, the leading Sunday- 
school man of his denomination must come in, if at 
all, on his good standing among his co-workers in 
the region where he is best known, rather than by 
virtue of an office which his denomination has con- 
ferred upon him. 

No legislative functions appertain to the national 
Sunday-school conventions. At the most there are 
only free expressions of opinion, and an occasional 
vote of preference for one course or another in the 
Sunday-schools of the country at large. The work 
to which these conventions are set is best performed 
by those who are not trammeled as representatives 


from denominations, or from publishing boards— 
the interests of which are involved in asubject under 


discussion. It is better for all concerned—for the 
several denominations as well as for the general 
community—that these national conferences con- 
cerning Sunday-school work should discuss common 
themes of interest in the light of the general good, 
rather than that of the varied publishing interests. 

Take, for example, the beginning of thisseries of 
International Lessons. In 1872 not a single promi- 
nent denominational publishing board was, at the 
start, in favor of the plan proposed. If those boards 
had been in conference over the plan, they would 
have decided against it unanimously, Vow they are 
all glad that popular sentiment necessitated their 
adoption of the plan. So it would be inalmost every 
really important matter. The history of the Sunday- 
school work shows that denominational boards do 
not often initiate improved methods or agencies of 
Sunday-school work ; but that they commonly select— 
from those initiated by popular and undenomina- 
tional associations or publishing firms—those things 
which seem best suited to their constituency. Just as 
when, again, they want a good man to put in charge of 
their denominational Sunday-school interests, they 
usually pick one who is already widely known in 
Sunday-school work through his connection with 
the undenominational agencies. 

The present basis of representation in the national 
or international conventions is clearly the best one. 
It would be unfortunate for the Sunday-school 
cause at large if it were so changed as to make it, 
in whole or part, a conference between the repre- 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Concerning the illustration used by Professor Phelps 
in his lesson-article entitled “Christian Alliances with 
Wicked Men,” which Professor Wilkinson assumed toapply, 
and then criticised, the following letter seems both timely 
and conclusive ; 

I am informed that an article in a New York paper charges me 
with wronging the memory of the dead, in using for illustrative 


purposes certain facts in the life of an American senator, whom 
the writer assumes to have been Mr. Webster. I have not read 
the article, and it is not probable that I shall do so. It is not 
my habit to trouble the public in my own defense; yet I feel 
responsible to your readers for a strict observance of the courtesies 
of public criticism in the papers from my pen, which they receive 
so kindly. To them, therefore, I beg leave to say: 

1. That I have nowhere mentioned the name of Mr. Webster, 
exceptin quoting his remarks with respect. Nor does it appear 
that there have not been other persons of whom my illustrative 
paragraph might not have been true, 


2. If, therefore, there were facts in Mr. Webster's life, so strongly 
resembling those which I affirmed, as to suggest his name to his 
friends, it is they who put the cap upon his bust, not I. 


3. My statements respecting the senator to whom I did allude, 
were not derived from his political opponents, nor from the gossip 
of the newspapers, nor from any other form of common fame. I 
received them from private sources, from men who had ample 
means of knowing whereof they affirmed, and whose personal 
relations and political predilections would have led them to deny 
such charges against the object of their life-long admiration, if they 
could honestly have done so. I should have but to mention the 
name, especially of one well-known informant, to assure my read- 
ers of the sufficiency of the testimony to convince any honest jury 
in the world. On such testimony every one of the facts I have 
alleged, rests. If anything not recorded in history which time 
has sifted, can still be veritable fact, the character I have attrib- 
uted to the senator in question is such. The friends of that Sen- 
ator, if they are wise, will not needlessly uncover his private life 

4. Idiselaim any respect for the memory of the dead which 
would lead me to deny or ignore gross violations of morality 
on: the part of our public men, if sustained by such evidence 
as I have referred to, We should have purer morals and 
a sterner integrity at Washington, without the lamentable 
exceptions which now exist, if our great men were given to 
understand that their memory when dead, as well as their 
character when living, will be held rigidly to the same 
standard of private morals by which we try those of common 
men, I have myself heard the immoralities of the senator whom 
I have arraigned, palliated on the ground of his great intellectual 
abilities, the clearness of his knowledge of religious truth, the 
beauty of his expressions of religious sentiment, his familiarity 
with the Scriptures: and I am ashamed to add, on the principle 
also, avowedly defended, that the vices of such men are not to be 
judged by so rigid a standard of morals as those of other men. In 
my judgment , some such secret feeling underlies much of the 
silence with which the public press ignores the immoralities of 
such men, when the grave has covered them, and often long 
before. I think that weowe it to the young men of thisland toscout 
and scorn the principle, and to heap obloquy upon it, and upon 
all who act upon it, or in any way assume it, be they even Mr. 
Webster and his peers. The principle is an atrocious relic of the 
subjection of public morals to the hoof of beastly kings and their 
licentious courts, which belongs to other lands and other times 
than ours, 

5. Of all the periods of our national history, the present is the 
very last in which it is either wise or safe to release the character 
and the memory of our great men from accountability to the 
moral sense of mankind. If common fame speaks truth, or but 
half speaks it, we seem to be entering on a new era of corruption 
in the publie life of Washington. If the columns of the news- 
papers are to be trusted, even our honorable Senate, which, next 
to our Supreme Court, is, on the whole, the pride and glory of our 
history, seems to be threatened with an irruption of drunkenness, 
and dishonesty, and profaneness, and other forms of vice, which, 
if tolerated by public opinion, and especially if ‘‘ unwhipt of jus- 
tice” by writers for the public press, would soon make our Senate 
a hissing and a by-word. For one, I do profoundly believe that 
much of such treachery to the moral side of high station, would 
be prevented, if our great men were made to feel that, while living, 
no political favoritism, and when dead, no tenderness to their 
memory, would ever shield from public detestation their outrages 
of the moral sense of the people in their private life. Their high 
rank, their great abilities, their eminent services, and the reverence 
which we gladly pay to the offices to which we have exalted them, 
only serve, by the contrast, so deepen their degradation, and 
blacken their fame, if they are false in their private character to 
the conscience of a Christian people. The greater the man the 
more infamous the criminal, if he is a criminal. Now, above all 
other periods of our history, ought our public men to feel this 
truth. Theirs are great opportunities, and, by the common law of 
Providence, equally great are their perils. If they fall, like the 
house built on the sand, great is the fall thereof. Those who con- 
trol the public press should emphasize these truths; lest the 





days should return when men high in church and state, shall 
stand equally high in infamous vices, and yet the public opinion 
| shall accept it as a thing of course, which lofty station is sufficient 
| tocondone Do we wantastate of puvlic opinion here, which 
| would permit a Cardinal Antonelli to live in adultery through all 
| his public life, and yet, when he dies, would bury it as a pecca- 

dillo in his grave—a thing to be expected of a cardinal anda 
| prime minister of the state? That is the state of things which 
| threatens us. AusTIN PHELPs. 
Andover Theological Seminary, March 30, 1878. 


| It is well to have had this theme brought into such 


prominence. The evil of which Professor Phelps speaks, 
| whereby men in prominent positions are led to hope that 
_ their memories will be honored in spite of their misdoing, 
| is too great to pass unrebuked. Good can hardly fail to 

come of this fresh emphasis to the fact, that the only way 


| to secure an honored memory is to live an upright life. 


| 





CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO THE BIBLE. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 

The Bible is the record of Christian facts, the depository 
of Christian doctrines. To it we come with the inquiry, 
What saith the Lord? We reverence it asthe rule of this 
life, and as pointing unerringly to the life to come. We 
regard it as an infallible court of appeal, the arbiter of all 
controversy in religious matters. ‘To the law and to the 
testimony—if they speak not according to this word it is 
because there is no light in them.” We hold that “ Holy 
Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so 
that whatsoever is not read therein nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should 
be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requi- 
site or necessary to salvation.” 

But suppose we are uncertain as to the authority of the 
book to which we appeal? Such doubts may be set at 
rest by the authority of the Lord Jesus, 

We take for granted in this argument the great fact of 
the resurrection of our Lord, as confirming his claims, and 
as proved by those who laid down their lives in support of 
their testimony. We also accept the New Testament as a 
faithful record of his life and teaching. 

Bat what shall we say of the Old Testament? It is this 
portion of the Bible that modern scepticism chiefly assails. 
Oh that Christ would once more appear among us, that we 
could carry to him the difficulties and objections of which 
we hear so much, and ask him either to solve them for us, 
or to tell us in what light, should they remain unsolved, 
we are to regard the Old Testament! But without this 
we may obtain our Lord’s opinion on the question. 

The Old Testament existed in the time of Christ just as 
it does now. It had been translated from the Hebrewinto 
the Greek language nearly three hundred years pre- 
viously, and both versions had become widely circulated. 
The Law, or the five books of Moses; the Prophets, or the 
historical and prophetical books; and the Psalms, consti- 
tuted the Bible, which was familiar to all pious Jews, and 
was publicly read in their synagogues every Sabbath day. 
Christ, therefore, must have often seen it, heard it, read it. 
What did he think of it? 

Suppose we should discover that he studied it atten- 
tively, stored it in his memory, referred to it for strength 
and comfort, quoted it in his ministry as a book distinct 
from all others, having superhuman authority, whose pre- 
cepts were to be obeyed as divine—would not this be an 
argument in favor of our regarding it as the word of God? 
If he practically recognized the book as divine, would not 
this be a sufficient encouragement to us to do the same? 

I may be unable logically to define inspiration, or to 
explain difficulties in respect to seeming discrepancies. 
But it would be sufficient if I could reply, “The Lord 
Jesus Christ honored this book. He foresaw all that 
modern criticism would have to say, but still he loved this 
Bible, and urged men to trust its promises and obey its 
precepts as divine. Therefore I will still read, reverence, 
obey, and teach this Bible, which was Christ's Bible.” 

In his recorded allusions to the Bible, cur Lord made 
four references to Genesis, three to Excdus, two to Num- 
bers, five to Leviticus, four to Deuteronomy—thus quoting 
several times all the books of Moses. He also referred to 
the books of Samuel, Kings, Daniel, Hosea, Jonah, Zecha- 
riah, Malachi, and frequently to Isaiah and the book of 
Psalms. He asserted the claims of ihe Bible as a whole, 
under the title of “ The Scriptures,” and “The Law and 
the Prophets.” When we consider how brief are the nar- 
ratives of his ministry, yet how numerous are the Scrip- 
ture references they contain, we may well be sure that if 
all had been recorded our argument might have been 
strengthened with numberless additional proofs that the 
Bible was the Saviour’s text-book. He sanctioned it as 
a whole, and in detail, as a book to be studied, trusted, 
obeyed ; as a book peculiar, paramount, divine. Consider 
how he read it, and stored it in his memory, and used it 
for his own personal strength and comfort, in temptation. 
for worship, on the cross. Consider how, having died with 
it on his lips, he expounded it as soon as he returned to 
life. Consider that the glorified body of the Lord Jesus, 
now on the throne of glory, has honored our Bible, that it 
was opened and pointed to by the very hand, that it was 
quoted and explained by the very lips, of him who is now 
exalted at the right hand of God, a prince and a saviour | 
May we not feel satisfied that whatever the authority of 
learned critics, the authority of Jesus is greater? May | 
not turn from them to him? If unable to answer ail diffi- 
culties, is it not enough that my Saviour used this Bible 
as divine? If it was good enough for him, is it not good 
enough for me ?—for the rule of my life, and for the solace 
of my sorrow ; and whenever my mind is disturbed by 
doubts, haunted by fears, oppressed by griefs, assailed 
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by temptation—may I not turn confidently to my Sav- 
iour’s Bible, and put an end to the doubt and the murmur 
and the conflict, by saying with my Lord, “ It is written”? 

Let us, then, honor the Bible. Let it be our constant 
companion. Let us daily read some portion of it in pri- 
vate. Let us store it in our memories as the sword of the 
Spirit wherewith to repel every assault of Satan. Let us 
say, “ Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not 
sin against thee!” Let us honor it in the family. In 
every Christian household let God’s word be daily read. 
Let parents and children, masters and servants, listen 
together to its holy and impartial teachings. By its influ- 
ence, how much more orderly, pure, considerate, joving, 
happy, every such family is likely to become! Let us 
honor it as a nation. Let our law-givers gather wisdom 
from it. Let the people learn loyalty and freedom from 
it. Let its righteousness exalt us more than arts and 
armaments, and commerce and wealth. Let us honor it 
in the church. By itlet us decide every controversy, test 
every ordinance, and weigh every opinion. Let us honor 
it in the Christian ministry, not forcing it to do homage 
to our theories, but making those theories do homage to 
it. Lest the Master’s Bible be the servant’s Bible, too. 
Let the doctrines taught, the precepts enforced, the con- 
solations dispensed, be those of Christ’s Bible. 

And let us do this in the spirit of love. In addition to 
the other claims of the Bible on our reverence and affec- 
tion is this-——that Christ used it and loved it. How we 
all feel the power of association to endow with special 
value what has been connected with a dear deceased friend 
—the very chair on which she sat, the desk at which he 
wrote, the favorite author associated with our friend’s 
intellect, the well-used Bible connected with the highest 
and holiest exercises of his soul! Does the reader love 
the old Bible of a sainted parent, bearing the traces of 
yearsof devout study, with markings against favorite texts, 
and many memorials of sorrow and of joy? And shall 
we not love this Bible which is Christ’s Bible, the Bible 
of our Friend, our Saviour, and our Lord, bearing the 
marks of his tears, and echoing still his sighs and his 
prayers? Yes! we will love it for his sake as well as for 
its own priceless worth. Whatever doubts are cast on it, we 
will fall back on the authority of Christ. Ifhe read it, we 
will read it. Ifhe obeyed it, we will obey it. IRPfhe rev- 
erenced it as divine, we will reverence it as divine. And 
in answer to its assailants we will say: “ Thou through 
thy commandments hast made me wiser than my enemies ; 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul. The testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple. The law of thy mouth 
is dearer unto me than thousands of gold and silver. Thy 
testimonies have I taken as an heritage forever, for they 
are the rejoicing of my heart.” 





GOOD MEN WHO ARE NOT CHURCHMEN. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


Such is in brief the leading practical idea which we 
derive from this biblical fragment about the Rechabites. 
Opinions may not unreasonably differ about this singular 
people. But as I understand the ecriptural notices of 
them, they were not Israelites by birth, nor included in 
the covenant of God with his peculiar people. Yet they 
were good men, They recoiled from the wickedness of 
the world around them. They sought, as men are in all 
ages prone to do, to find protection in ascetic vows. 

They saw, forinstance, that intemperance was a great and 
damning vice ; therefore they vowed that they would drink 
no wine. They correspond very nearly, in that respect, to 
the modern societies of “ Good Tempiars” and “ Sons of 
Temperance.” That is, they were pledged to the practice 
of total abstinence, yet were not, by virtue of that vow, 
members of the church of God. 

They saw, also, that the great cities of the world were 
the chief centres of corruption. Therefore they vowed to 
live foreverintents. Their ancestor and founder, Jonadab, 
was @ Bedouin Arab, as we should call him. The desert 
was his home, and the tent his dwelling. It was a vow of 
the sect to live so forever. 

They observed, also, that the possession of fixed property 
was a great temptation tomen. They would therefore 
have none of it. Every man bound himself not to own a 
house, ‘not to buy a field, not to till a vineyard. Like 
the Dominicans and others of the Romish Church, they 
took the vow of poverty, so faras these forms of worldly 
estate were concerned. They would escape sin by fleeing 
from temptation. That was their principle. 

These three things seem to have been the creed of the 
sect: to drink no wine; to own no fixed property; to 
dwell in no permanent abodes. Their organization as a 
tribe waa clearly an attempt to live a purer life than the 





world around them, by cultivating the simple tastes and 
habits of herdsmen, living in tents, wandering wherever 
they could find pasturage, being much in the open air, and 
at night sleeping under the resplendent skies of Arabia. 

But what have these ancient “Good Templars” to do 
with the mission of Jeremiah to the kingdom of Judah? 
Just this, and no more: they are used as a means of 
reproof They were faithful to their vows; the Jews were 
not. They adhered to the religion of their fathers; the 
Jews did not. They were practically better men and 
women than the average of the world; the Jews were not. 
They kept themselves clear from the corruptions of the 
great metropolitan cities; the Jews did not. They 
practiced the virtues of temperance, of plain living, of 
frugality, and the kindred virtues of country life. The 
Jews had given themselves up to the extravagance and 
the idolatrous vices of the great capitals. So far as we 
know, they worshiped the true God. The Jews had 
become so corrupt as to worship @ calf, a goat, a lizard, 
anything that anybody worshiped; they followed the 
fashions in their religion. 

The prophet therefore wses these “ Good Templars” as a 
means of shaming the men of Judah for their wickedness 
and apostasy. Ido not understand that he means to give 
the divine approval to them as a sect; or to set the divine 
seal upon their vows, as necessary to holy living; nor 
even to defend their total abstinence. It is a stretch of 
biblical authority, to make this fragment an argument for 
the divine authority of temperance societies. Other 
scriptures may support them, but not this one. 

The prophet seems to say to the apostate Jews: “ Look, 
you renegade people of God, look at these Rechabites |! 
Are not you ashamed of yourselves? They have not had 
half of your privileges, but they outdo you in right living. 
They are consistent with their professions. They stick to 
their vows. They live up to the light they have. You 
do neither. Therefore, by the authority given me by the 
living God, I tell you that God will bless them and will 
curse you.” 

This I take to be the simple purpose of this introduc- 
tion of the Rechabites into the word of God. In a nut- 
shell, the design is to reprove bid men in the church by 
contrasting them with good men out of the church. The 
value of such a fragment in the Scriptures for practical 
use in all ages, may be geen by a brief notice of the follow- 
ing hints: ; 

1, The popular criticism upon the church is true: Beéter 
men are out of it than some men init.” There are bad 
men in the church, and very imperfect good ones. Men 
profess religion who will cheat in a trade, who will lie to 
cover the cheat, who will take a false oath to bolster the 
lie. Name almost any crime that quick-witted depravity 
can invent, and doubtless it has been committed by some 
profeesed child of God. Prudent merchants refuse credit 
to a man who pleads his standing in the church as a 
reason for giving him credit. Christian ministers, too, 
have done their full share of deeds which have pierced the 
heart of Christ. There are “Good Templars” and “Odd 
Fellows ” and “ Free Masons” who make their fraternities 
substitutes for the church. The chivalrous and manly 
virtues in some men overbalance the Christian graces in 
some other men, and we cannot say that the substitution 
is not plausible. 

When the world charges us with these contrasts, we 
admit them. When we are asked what we have to say 
for ourselves, we answer nothing in defense of such men, 
but bow our heads in shame. We can at best but echo 
St. Paul’s lament, and “tell you even weeping, that they 
are enemies to the cross of Christ.” 

2. The contrast between apostates in the church and 
good men out of it, is an exception to the general fact. 
As the Rechabites of old were a small and exceptional 
sect, no fair representative of the heathen world, so now 
the good men who are not churchmen are not a fair speci- 
men of what men naturally become who live out of cove- 
nant with God. As in the Jewish church there were men 
and women who were not apostates, so there are multi- 
tudes in the Christian church now, who do not deserve 
the charge that they are no better than other men. The 
apostates and hypocrites on the one side, and the good 
men who are not churchmen on the other, are both excep- 
tions to the general law. It is but fair to admit this. It 
is but just to claim it. 

The very fact that the alleged contrast attracts attention 
and provokes satire is proof of this. If it were the gen- 
eral law that the church makes men scoundrels, and that 
irreligion makes men the pattern of all the virtues, the 
charge of inconsistency would disappear. If it were the 
natural drift of things that clergymen should be adulterers, 
thieves, liars, drunkards, the fact would be accepted as 
the legitimate fruit of their profession. They would, as a 
clas, stand in public esteem where blacklegs do now. 





Public opinion rests at last upon the facts. In the West 
India Islands and in some parts of South America, the 
Romish priesthood have, as a class, fallen into debasing 
vices. They drink, they lie, they swear, they gamble, 
they brawl, they are licentious. They suspend mass to 
attend a horse-race. These things are so common that 
public sentiment accepts them as the usual accompani- 
ments of the priestly function. They have long since 
ceased to excite remark. No hue and ery are raised when 
a priest is guilty of these things. The popular proverbs 
run thus: “As bad as a priest ;” “ As drunk as a friar ;” 
“ As tricky as a Jesuit,” and so on. 

Such would be the popular judgment the world over, 
before long, if the fact of clerical depravity were univer- 
sally true, or if it were generally true that Christian min- 
isters are no better than the average of men. It is not 
true, and the world knows it. It isa calumny which no 
man who is not innately and thoroughly dishonest and 
mean, will charge upon the clerical office. The man who 
has lost faith in such a body of men and women as now 
compose the Protestant Church of Christendom, and large 
portions of the Catholic Church, must be a man who has 
lost faith in himself. His loss of trust in their virtues 
springs from the loss of consciousness of those virtues in 
his own heart. He believes no better because he is no 
better. 

3. The concessions which Christians make to cynical 
critics of the church, need often to be qualified by loyalty to 
the brotherhood. There is a virtue in loyalty to one’s 
guild, which truth and justice sometimes calls to the front. 

There is a tone of criticism of the church which sounds 
very candid, and very faithful, and very independent of 
clanship, which, after all, is unmanly and mean, simply be- 
cause i¢ is not true. Underneath it, there is a truckling to 
the malicious judgment of the wicked. The faults of 
Christians are exaggerated. The numbers of the hypocri- 
cals are overrated. Guilt is assumed on insufficient evi- 
dence. Evidence which a jury would scout, is deemed suffi - 
cient to condemn a professor of religion. Such accusers 
do not face the accused like men. They will swell asecret 
into common fame, yet, when summoned to bear witness, 
they skulk, 

All nations have a proverb about “the bird that fouls 
its own nest.” All honorable men respect loyalty to one’s 
own. The conditions of Christian living in this world are 
such as to call for large practice of this virtue. No other 
body of men are so sure of receiving unjust judgment as 
Christians are. To belong to the church of Christ is to be 
a mark for cynics to hawk at, and for vultures to peck at. 
In simple fair play, the church needs the magnanimous 
graces among its own members. Does not everybody 
know a professing Christian who has the inconsistencies 
of his brethren at his tongue’s end always, and their 
excellences never? That brother should look into ‘“ Trades 
Unions” and “ Masonic Lodges,” for a.lesson in loyalty. 

I have somewhere read a legend of a wretched man, one 
of nature’s monstrosities, the tip of whose tongue was a 
snake’s head. In his sleep the hideous reptile lay coiled 
within; but his breathing was alow and ominous hiss. 
When he woke and attempted to speak, the monster thrust 
iteelf out in wavy vibrations, hissing, biting, stinging. A 
fitting symbol this of men who can never find a good thing 
to say of the church of Christ. Inspired imagery resembles 
the revolting legend: ‘“‘ They have sharpened their tongues 
like a eerpent; adder’s poison is under their lips.” Shall 
brethren in Christ thrust such venomous fangs at each 
other? When tempted to misanthropic judgment of a 
Christian brother, remember the snake-headed tongue. 
The truth is that conscious hypocrites in the church are 
comparatively few. 

And what of ministers of the gospel? I have elsewhere 
spoken of the inconsistencies of the church and her 
ministry with sufficient fidelity. May I now offset it 
with a bitof testimony? True, it is interested testimony : 
but no other can be founded on knowledge of the facts ; it 
must pass for what it is worth. For more than thirty 
years I have known the clerical profession as no man can 
know it who is not init and behind the scenes. With 
more or less of personal intimacy, I have known nearly 
two thousand preachers of the gospel. I know their aims, 
their motives, their methods, their weaknesses, their 
policies, their secrets—for every profeesion has its honor- 
able secrets and its wide policies. And my conviction 
is that there is not another body of men living, of equal 
numbers, the record of whose life, public and private, will 
bear scrutiny so well as theirs, The testimony which 
the Earl of Shaftesbury publicly gave to the character of 
the American missionaries in Western Asia, in 1860, 
“they are a marvelous combination of common sense and 
piety,” is true of the great body of Protestant ministers 
whom [have known. Out ofthe whole number, but five 
have made a wreck of moral charaeter. Of what other 
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profession or guild, equal in numbers, and chosen at 
random, can that be said? 

Similar is the testimony which any man who knows the 
facte will bear respecting the great body of the church. 
When men claim that the church as a body has done 
nothing to lift the standard of human virtue, that Chris- 
tians as a wholeare no better than other men, it is wrong 
by silence even to give in tothecalumny. It is but just to 
the living and the dead to protest that it is not true. 
The facts of life do not bear out such sweeping censures. 
To concede the justice of them is treachery to men and 
women of whom the world is not worthy. It is a conces- 
sion that our Lord did not know how to lift this world 
up into redeemed and regenerated life, when he planned 
the doing of it by the agency and example of the church. 
It is a confession that his work, through eighteen cen- 
turies of churchly life, has been a dead failure. Who 
believes this, except those who wish to believe it? 

4. The virtues of good men who are not churchmen are 
due largely to the salutary influence of the church upon 
them. The Rechabites owed their knowledge of the true 
God to the Jewish people. Their virtues were due to 
their association with that people, not to their knowledge 
or practice of heathenism end its fruits, Similar is the 
teaching of history in all subsequent ages. The virtues 
of the world in their finest growth live upon the graces of 
the church. 


A cannon-ball, in its course through the air, moves, 
with a velocity only less than its own, a certain bulk of 
the surrounding atmosphere. That “wind of the ball” 
is sometimes strong enough to knock a man flat. When 
you stand close to an express-train of cars at full speed, 
you feel the same phenomenon. Within a certain distance, 
the space around a body in quick motion is filled with its 
momentum, and the air moves as it moves. Similar is 
the moral power of the church of Christ over multitudes 
who are taught its principles, who know its creed, who 
witness its example, and whose infancy was fashioned by 
its ordinances, They feel its restraining power, when 
they do not bow to its saving power. 

Christian ideas govern the public opinion of the world 
to-day, though spiritual religion is by no means in the 
ascendant, It takes but a small minority of earnest 
believers to carry with them the speculative belief of a 
large majority. So nations populous and mighty are 
nominally Christian to-day, because they contain a nucleus 
of spiritual Christians. These keep alive the Christian 
religion as a power of restraint, of culture, of refinement, 
of civilization, of virtue, to multitudes to whom it is not 
yet a power of salvation. That such men are what they 
are they owe to the living faith that is in the church. 
They owe it to godly mothers and praying fathers, and 
Christian wives, and the recollections of their own Chris- 
tian childhood. That among them are found Christians 
in heart who are not such by profession, they owe to the 
more positive and consistent ones, who do not fear to 
profess before the world the faith they cherish in secret. 
The church of Christ achieves thus a vast amount of unac- 
knowledged conquest. 

The moral virtues in their ripened forms live in this 
world on the life-blood of the Christian graces. Christian 
sap is flowing through the whole tree of European and 
American civilization, Profound and far-reaching is the 
principle, “ Ye are the salt of the earth.” 


5. While God blesses goodness and the right wherever 
he finds them, he. stl depends for them chiefly upon the 
church which he has created for all time. History, in 
this old Judean line, seems to turn aside for a moment 
to salute respectfully these ancient sons of temperance. 
Yet it speedily returns again to the old channel of the 
church of God. No sect is taken as a substitute for the 
church, God does not abandon his people, and take up 
Rechabites in their stead. He knew his own mind when 
he founded the church, and said to Abraham, “ In theeshall 
all nations of the earth be blessed.” 


Traces are still found, in the wilds of Arabia, of the 
descendants of the ancient tribe of Jonadab,'in fulfillment, 
as it is believed, of Jeremiah’s prophecy. But how little 
has been the Rechabite influence on the world! We have 
to search biblical antiquities to find it. The world knows 
nothing of its history, Turn to a secular historian, and 
you find that a few lines are all that he thinks it neces- 
sary to give to this ancient sect; and those only because 
it is mentioned in the Bible. Compare the article 
“ Rechabites” with the article “Christianity” in any 
good encyclopedia, Just such is the proportion of the 
good that is in the world to the good that is in the church, 
in respect to the strength of each as a spiritual power, 
and their value to the coming ages, 

The great stream of civilization and redemption has 
flowed down theages of the past, not through any acci- 





dental and wayside canal of Rechabite or masonic virtue, | come over after service, went down to the well for some 
but through the great river-bed of the Christian church. | water, and felt her gown pulled smartly, as she was 


Here are the living fountains. Here are treasured the 
truths which the world most needs to know. Here are | 
garnered the promises which gild with golden radiance | 
the world’s fature. The hope of all coming time is in | 
this church of the living God. 

6. The principles we have thus briefly glanced at sug- 
gest that Aecaven is full of surprises for those who reach | 
it. Said an aged clergyman, when drawing near to that 
world: “I expect to find there some whom I have never | 
thought would get there; and I expect to miss some 
whom I have supposed to be sure of it.” Yes, surprises 
of this sort await us. Not everyone that saith “ Lord, 
Lord,” ehall enter there. Many who did not say “ Lord, 
Lord,” will be found to have given the cup of cold water 
to some disciple. God only knows his own. He will 
gather them from the four winds. Not one will escape 
his eye. He will need no church records to inform him 
who they are. He will need no marble monument to tell 
him where their dust reposes. He will need no epitaph to 
tell him what they were. Not one bruised reed of virtue 
will be broken; not one flickering fiame or buried spark 
of grace put out, by his avenging hand, in the great day. 
Yet it is to be a “great and terrible day.” Fearful dis- 
appointments will be found there. Said a devout but 
trembling saint on his death-bed: “There must be some 
tremendous examples held up to the universe; what 
if I should be one of them!” 

It becomes us all to walk humbly before God. 
fessions of religion cannot save us. Vows in the church 
or out of it cannot save us. The contrite and believing 
heart,—this, and this only, is the place in which God 
dwells. This is his living temple. This is more to God 
than the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud; more than 
the Shechinah and the holy of holies. This is more to 
Christ than church and clergy andsacraments. “I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying: Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them. 
God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” 


Pro- 








HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
OHAPTER XIII. 


It is one of God’s great mercies that a heavy blow stuns 
either mind or body. Happy could no more believe her 
mother was dead than she could credit the fictions of a 
bad dream; she knew it, but she did not feel it. A strange 
trance seemed to possess her. People came and went; the 
Packards below stairs remembered how she had cared for 
them when little Gay died, and did a thousand little 
things for her that no one else coulddo. Miss Greene 
came and stayed with her till the funeral, sleeping down 
stairs on Mra. Packard's lounge,—for nothing could persuade 
Happy to leave the kitchen while her mother lay cold 
and stark in the room that had served them for bedroom 
and parlor. She did not forget her duties, dull as her 
apprehension seemed to be of other things; the blessed 
routine of work upheld her, as it does all who are chained 
in its wholesome fetters. Her mother’s employers were 
all kind, with practical kindness, One sent in bread, 
another cake, a third cold meat, after the friendly country 
custom in time of trouble, that a stricken family may 
have time to attend to the necessities of grief. Julia 
Calhoun, sensible as ever, brought her a black dress and 
hat of her cousin’s to wear to the funeral; Ruth sont a 
basket of lovely flowers; but Mary Gray came herself, 
and, putting her arms round Happy, kissed her over and 
over, and brought the first tears into her eyes. By and by 
the funeral took place; still like a dream to the solitary 
mourner. She saw that dear dead shape carried out for- 
ever from her sight, and she followed with firm steps to 
the little graveyard, and with calm face heard both funeral 
prayer and psalm. 

“She bears it wonderful,” Mrs. Packard whispered to 
Miss Greene as they walked home together, Happy just 
preceding them with Mr. Payson. 

“Bears it!” answered Miss Lavinia, with a sniff. 
“She don’t know it yet, she’s asleep. Bless ye! the 
hull on ’t’s to come. I’d ruther seen her scream and 
ery and holler than be so dumb and sot!” And she was 
right ; the reaction, if it ever came, promised to be severe, 
and Miss Lavinia set herself to help the poor girl if she 
could. The day after the funeral was Sunday, and Happy 
could not rouse herself to go to church; she lay on the 
lounge helplees as a child, and Miss Lavinia, who had 





tilting the bucket, Looking*round, she saw a boy, clean, 


and not ragged, but patched enough to tell of poverty. 


“What air you a pullin’ me for?” she demanded 
sharply. 

Jack—for it was Jack—answered, “Say! 
teacher?” 

“Who be you? an’ who ’s she?” 

“Me? oh! I'm Jack Gladding. 
is she sick?” 

“Why, no, she ain’t sick; but she’s about as bad off, 


where’s 


Where Miss Happy ? 


| Don’t ye know her ma’s dead?” 


Jack nodded, and went on: “Jest you tell her Fred 
Park’s agoin’ to hear us read to-day, cos we thought she 
wouldn’t want ter. Ki! won’t Fred have good old times 
long 0’ us? Mebbe we'll behave, though, seein’ it’s for 
once. You tell her, will ye?” 

Miss Lavinia promised, and Jack went off, whistling, 
his cap on one side and his hands in his pockets, though 
his heart secretly ached to see Happy, and he was as sorry 
for her as he knew how to be! 


“ Boys are unaccountable things,” was the spinster’s 
verdict, as she took her dripping pitcher up stairs, and 
delivered the message to Happy, who seemed not to hear 
it at all, A few days went on in this listless, dull fashion, 
broken, every now and then, by a keen flash of agony as 
the new and dreadful “ mother-want” made itself daily 
felt. Unaccustomed to endure trouble, as yet undisci- 
plined by life, Happy had fallen in her first battle, and 
lay wounded almost to death. Mr. Payson came to see 
her, talked to her, prayed with her, all to no purpose, 
“They talk to the grief of those whom Thou hast 
wounded,” repeated itself over and over in his mind as he 
went away, resolving to send his wife the next day,—for 
he believed her consolatory powers were unlimited; but 
she could dono more. Ouae after another came in on the 
same friend!y errand; but kind words, tender admonitions, 
advice, pity, sympathy, all seemed only to make her 
cringe and quiver the more. “Whom oil and balsams 
wound, what salve can cure?” 

Miss Lavinia had waited her time; it was now two 
weeks since Mrs. Dodd died, and one day the old lady 
took her knitting and went over, determined to rouse 
Happy from the selfish abandonment of her grief, and 
show her a better way. She plunged, as usual, into the 
middle of things. “ Happilony,” she said, “I’ve come 
a puppus to take ye todo, Do you think you’re a actin’ 
a3 a professin’ Christian oughter, or as your mother would 
ha’ had ye?” 

Happy cried out like a struck child, and made an 
imploring gesture; she could not bear to hear her mother 
spoken of yet. “Oh, don’t! don’t!” she said. 

“ Well, I must. I promised Almiry I’d bea friend to 
you, and I mean to be. Happy, do you think it’s a doin’ 
what the Lord would have you to do to set here, day in 
an’ day out, mournin’ and idlin’, while there’s your two 
Sunday classes want seein’ to, and you’ve got to look 
forrard to gettin’ your livin’ ?” 

“IT don’t want to live,” she answered hopelessly. 

“That ain’t nothin’ to the puppus; you ain’t the fust 
nor you won't be the last in that fix ; folks can’t die when 
they want to, no more’n they can live when they want 
to.” 

“Oh, if mother could have said one word to me!” 
sobbed Happy, stung into-life by Miss Lavinia’s trenchant 
words, 

“ Well: it might ha’ ben worse, a heap. She did look 
at ye, lovin’, Happy, for I heered the doctor say he never 
see sech a look as she giv’ ye; what efshe hadn’t even giv’ 
ye that, and hadn’t seen you at all, nor know’d you 
loved her, an’ died so without the least knowledge of your 
bein’ beside of her?” Miss Lavinia’s voice trembled. 
“You hain’t measured the depths yet, child! there’s 
others ben through them waters of affliction, and hed 
all the waves and billows go clear over them. Now rouse 
up and think what you’d oughter do, and then do it. 
Do you think these folks down stairs ’1l hev much opinion 
of religion if they see you givin’ up as though there wan’t 
no better world, and no help in the Bible, and no help fox 
you nor your mother neither ? ” 

The loyal soul in Happy’s breast responded to this 
appeal: she felt that she had not done her duty; that she 
was selfish, even in her grief, to ignore and neglect her 
duties as she had done. She lifted her tired head from 
the lounge, and looked at Miss Lavinia with eyes that 
had already a little light in their tear-dimmed outlook. 
“T will try, Aunt Vinny!” she said, humbly but reso- 
lutely. Miss Lavinia said nothing, but took down the 
Bible and read aloud the ninety-first Pealm. Her voice 
was cracked, her accent quaint; but her heart went into 
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the wonderful words, and they were like the sound of a 
trumpet to her hearer, She recalled, by some subtle chain 
of association, her mother’s counsel to her after Gay died ; 
and like David she arose from the earth, and changed her 
apparel, and came into the house of the Lord and wor- 
shiped, for the very next Sunday found her as usual 
with her class. They were all eager to see her; without 
being really conscious of it, there had been a feeling of 
curiosity in all their minds as to how Happy could or 
would bear such a loss, Mary knew how she had seemed 
to love her mother, and though she could not feel what 
the loss was, she loved Happy too much not to pity her. 
Julia could best of all understand this sorrow, for her own 
mother was dear and beloved above all things to her. 
Helen Sands never thought deeply about anything; but 
her father and mother had spoken so pityingly and ten- 
derly of Happy since her trouble, and Mrs. Sands, having 
made a great effort to go and see her, had reported her as 
so entirely prostrated with grief that Helen was surprised 
into sudden interest. She sidled up to Happy, and put 
her hand into hers, with the first symptom of affection 
she had ever shown : 


“OQ Miss Happy! I’m so glad you’ve come: ma said 
she didn’t believe you would be able.” 

A low, sad voice answered: “I could not have come, 
Nellie, without help ; do you remember the text we talked 
about last time? ‘Wait on the Lord; be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thy heart ; wait, I say, on 
the Lord.’ I have been there for help, and found it. I want 
to tell all of you to-day that it is true, God will help us to 
bear the most dreadful trouble if we ask him, for he has 
helped me.” 

The tears filled Happy’s eyes as she bore this testimony 
to the suffering grace of God, and the children looked as 
if some new revelation had been made tothem. Helen 
for once was effectually sobered ; and, in all her after life, 
she never forgot this witness to the reality of spiritual 
things. Julia too felt it deeply, and Mary Gray’s heart 
throbbed with a new sympathy for her teacher. If God 
could so help Happy to bear a great and dreadful sorrow, 
was there anything he could not do, even to helping her 
to a new and better life? Ruth Holden was the only one 
who did not enter into the spirit of the hour. It seemed 
dreadful to her that Happy should so openly speak of 
her suffering and her comfort, There was not much 
talk about the lesson, for Happy’s soul was full of her 
mother, and she was as one whose lips are filled with a 
necessity to preach the gospel. Never before had heaven 
seemed go actual to her, death such a certainty, sin and 
separation from God so dreadful. The time was too short 
for all she had to say; but she said enough to convince 
her class that, whatever they might think or feel about 
religion, it was a deep and daily reality to her. After 
church was oyer she went up into Horn Lane to find her 
smaller scholars, and tell them to come as usual; and 
when the hour came they were all there, and one more 
with them,—nota child but a young man with a pleasant 
face, who said at once: “I only come a minute to say 
I'd tried to read to the children these two Sundays back, 
for I guessed you wouldn’t like to have ’em scatter.” 

“Thank you very much,” said Happy. And he went 
away, hearing Jack burst out, before he was well through 
the door, with,— 

“ That feller’s Fred Park. Ain’t he good? 

“What made him think about reading to you?” said 
Happy. 

“Oh, I d’n know! guess he hadn’t got nothin’ else to do 
Sundays.” 

“He comed becos pa singed my hymn at hum, ’nd he 
wanted to have me sing a lot more,” squeaked Polly, 
with a little perk of her head sideways, as if she were 
personally flattered on her singing. 

Happy could not help smiling. 

Nan added: “He works to the foundry, with Poll’s pa.” 

But for all this information Happy did not know till 
long afterward that this young man was brought to 
Lagré’s house by Polly’s hymn, which her father had 
caught and sung at his work, and which had aroused in 
Fred Park’s mind all the childhood he had passed under 
the loving care of a Christian mother, all his lessons at 
Sunday-school in the far-off Vermont village, the quiet 
happy days so long gone, and made him long for some 
better life than the rough, dissipated one he was living; for 
even this slight seed had taken root, though among thorns, 

When the children were quiet, Happy read to them 
about Christ’s raising Lazarus; she had aot thought of 
the chapter before, but suddenly it seemed the right thing 

to read. 

As it came to Jack’s turn to read out the verse “Jesus 

wept,” helooked upabrupitly. “ What made him do that for?” 

The question was one that for a moment Happy knew 





not how to answer; hitherto she had taken the ordinary 
view of those divine tears,—that Christ wept with the 
weeping sisters; but then she thought why should he 
weep who was about to restore the dead to life and end 
the sorrow of the mourners? and another answer to Jack’s 
question threw a ray of light into her mind as if from on 
high, 

“T think he was sorry to bring back Lazarus to this 
world, Jack.” 

“Sorry! I guess not! Folk’s don’t want to be dead, / 
don’t b’lieve! not much!” 

“But you see, Jack, the Lord knew all about this 
world and all about heaven, and he knew how good it 
was to be safe with God, never to be sick, or sad, or 
hungry, or tired any more; and he was sorry to bring 
him back to such a life as this life is.” 

“Say!” put in Jack, just at this period, evidently 
desirous of confuting Happy’s idea by a practical applica- 
tion, “say, would you cry if your ma could be fetched 
back agin?” 

Happy turned pale; strive as she would, this test was 
too hard; her eyes wandered involuntarily back to the 
Bible page. “Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved 
him!” Yes, indeed; not in their narrow human sense, 
but as God loves,—for the good of the beloved. Happy 
found her answer here. 

“T am not good like Jesus Christ, Jack. He did not 
think about himself at all, he thought of what was good 
for Lazarus. I hope he will help me in time to be 
glad that my mother is safe and happy; so glad that I 
shall not want to have her back. I do now, sometimes; 
but that is because I am not good enough.” 

Jack was silenced: hesaid no more through the lesson, 
but listened with unusual gravity. After the rest had 
gone he still lingered, and coming up to Happy said, very 
gruffly: “Z think you’re good ’nuf, I don’t want ye no 
better, there!” and then took to his heels, 

Happy’s tears came thick and fast: partly because 
Jack’s speech touched her sore heart tenderly; partly to 
think of the sharp comfort that had newly come to her 
out of the story of Bethany. As she moved about her 
room setting things to rights, some long-forgotten lines 
sung themselves over to her, half remembered : 


Have we so loved her, well and long, 
That we would call her from her song. 
The lifted voices of that throrg 

Who see the face of God: 
And fetter her to sense and sin, 
Fightings without and fears within, — 
The crown of victory yet to win, 

The valley to be trod ? 


O Lord, thou lovest, thou art love. 

Thy glory doth our grief reprove ; 

Thy heart enfolds her far above 
This loving that we boast. 


This was all she could remember, but it was enough to 
sing her to sleep that night, and many another. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





THE PICNIC ON THE COMMON. 


BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON, 


One Sunday afternoon, when Lena was going home from 
the church with the weather-cock on its steeple, she met 
Hattie Robbins going home from the old meeting-house 
on the hill. 

“© Hattie!” said Lena, giving a little jump off both 
her feet, and letting go her mamma’s hand; “my papa 
came up from ’Mantic last night, and he brought Pearly a 
picture-book, and me a little ‘stension table and a little 
new camp-chair; and Miss Emma Ames has given me the 
sweetest little Red-riding-hood dolly, and” — 

“ And to-morrow you must come over and make Lena 
a visit, and play with the new toys,” said Lena’s grandpa, 
who was the minister at the white church, as he took hold 
of his little granddaughter’s chubby hand, and led her 
along between him and her grandmother to the parson- 
age, where she, and her papa and mamma, and brother 
Pearly, were visiting. 

“T’m ’specting comp’ny to-morrow,” said Lena, as her 
mother was taking off her hat, after they arrived at their 
home, 

But just then it began to rain, and it kept up all night 
and all day Monday, and all Tuesday forenoon. Lena 
got pretty tired of staying in the house. She set her 
extension table over and over with her little China tea- 
set, making it large and small, and inviting company to 
dinner and tea, And she folded up her camp-chair, and 
played make journeys on foot to the White Mountains, 





going through the kitchen, up the back stairs to the 
study, down the front stairs, through the hall, parlor, and 
dining-room, unfolding her chair and sitting down to rest 
in each room, And she played that the dog Jack was a 
wolf that ate up Red-riding-hood when she was going to 
see her grandmother, and Pearly showed her pictures in 
his new book. But for all she was so busy she was very 
glad on Tuesday afternoon when her grandpa called from 
the garden,— 

“You can come out, Lena; the clouds have broken 
away, showing two little glimpses of blue sky, about as 
big as a doil’s bed-quilt, up over the church spire.” 

Lena ran down the gravel walk, and climbing up on the 
front gate, she called in a voice as clear as a robin’s note,— 

“ Hattie! Hattie! you and Georgie come over now, 
and we'll have a picnic. I’ve got some little tookies that 
grandma let me bake this morning, and you stop and ask 
Helen Brown to come wif you; and if you go in the road 
all the way round the common, you won’t get wet in the 
grass,” 


Pretty soon the children came with their dollies. 
tie said, “ I don’t know as ’twill be much of a picnic. 
got two baked apples, and that’s all I’ve goi,” 

“Oh, well! said Helen; “ never mind, we can all taste 
of the apples, and I’ve got a whole log of popped corn in 
my basket, and that’s splendid to carry to picnics.” 

Just as her guests arrived, Lena went out to a large flat 
rock on the common with her table, and Pearly brought 
out the new chair. Then they both ran back for the 
cookies and the dolls, and that time the old cat, Wonder, 
and the little kitty, Daisy, came with them. 

The children looked at the new things with great delight. 
The table was of black-walnut, and was made just like 
your mamma’s table in your dining-room. 

“ Oh, dear me!” said Helen, “I need a ’stension table 
drefily with my large fam’ly and all my comp’ny; I 
fwequently have to put two tables together.” 

“ Yes,” said Lena, “they are very venient. When there 
ain’t anybody to eat but me and my husband we have it 
like this,—just a little round stand, you see; but when 
comp’ny comes we make it larger, so:” and Pearly pulled 
it out, and put in extra leaves, and made it as large as he 
could for the picnic. Then he folded and unfolded the 
chair, and they all admired it, and little Georgie smelt of 
the roses on the camp-chair cushion, and said, “ They look 
as if you could pick them.” Then they took turns in sit- 
ting down to try it; and Lena told them to lean back and 
fold their arms, and see how “ wested” they felt after their 
walk. Then they placed the chair at the head of the 
table, and put Wonder in it with the dolls all around her, 
and she sat as still and looked as dignified as any lady, 
and seemed rather ashamed of Daisy, who would frisk 
around, and who, Lena said, “ didn’t play comp’ny worth 
@ snap.” 

Just as they had yot the table all ready and were going 
to begin to eat, Lena jumped up and said very fast, as she 
always talks: “I'm going to’vite Mrs. Curtis, ’cause she’s 
blind and she can’t see, and she loves little children, and 
she hain’t got any at her house, and she and I are neigh- 


Hat- 
I’ve 


| bors, cause we like each other, and I ’sume she’s tired 


staying at home all these rainy days ; and she ’vited me 
to her picnic and it was splendid,” and away Lena 
skipped. 

It was only a few steps, but while she was gone, Helen 
and Hattie and Georgie thought they would find some 
flowers so that they could tell Mrs. Curtis there were 
flowers on the table, and Pearly went into the parsonage 
for a chair for her to sit in; and when they all got back, 
Daisy was on the table, and was eating the last of the little 
cookies. Lena said she was “kinder ‘shamed, after she 
had ’vited Mrs. Curtis, not to have anything she could 
eat, for she had custard-pie at her picnic and it was ‘dref- 
ful’ good.” But Hattie said she should have both the 
baked apples; so she ate them, and said they were nice, 
and the children ate little Helen’s popped corn, and they 
were having a lovely time, when all at once it began to 
rain as hard as it could pour, and Lena’s grandpa ran 
with an umbrella for Mrs. Curtis, and Uncle Lester carried 
in the chairs, and Pearly the wonderful table; and the 
little girls took their dollies in their aprons and scampered 
for home; and Wonder walked demurely, close to Mrs. 
Curtis, as much as to say, “ We are the old ladies, and 
should have the rheumatism if we took cold.” But Daisy 
frisked around and got as wet aa her little mistress, but, 
unlike her, didn’t have to have her clothes changed; and 
when [ena came down stairs in her clean dress, she found 
Daisy nice and dry, all curled up fast asleep on top of the 
little extension-table. “We chilrens have done some 
good to-day,” said Lena wisely,—“ we've made Mrs. Cur- 
tis laugh; and she was looking drefful sorry when I 
went after her.” 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[Vol. XX., No. 15. 











LESSON HELPS. 


-_-—_.>—_—_—_ 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH 


[Second Quarter, 1878.] 


April 14.—The Scriptures Found and Searched......2 Chron. 34: 14-22 
April 21.—Jeremiah in Prison 
. April 28.—The Rechabit 
May 5.—The Captivity of Judah 
May 12.—The Captives in Babylon 
May 19.—Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
May 26.—The Fiery Furnace. 
June 2.—The Handwriting on the Wall 
June 9.—Daniel in the Lion’s Den 
June 16.—Messiah’s Kingd 
Jane 2%3.—The Decree of Cyrus 
June #.—Review. 











Srrerarp 


FS 





= 


LESSON 4, SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 1878. 
Title: THE RECHABITES. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wi. Ye Nor RECEIVE INSTRUCTION TO HEARKEN TO 
MY worps? sairn THE LORD.—Jer. 35: 13. 


Lesson Topic: Wise Obedience Commendable. 


{ 1. In Abstaining from Wine, v. 12-14, 16, 18, 19. 
\ 2. In Heeding God's Calls, vy. 14-17, 19 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, April 22 Jer. 35:12-19. Wise obedience commendable, 
Tuesday, April 23: Jer. 35: 1-11. Abstaining from wine. 
Wednesday, April 24: Num. 6: 1-12. The Nazarite’s vow. 
Thursday, April 25: Prov. 23: 29-35. Warning against wine. 
Friday, April 26; Isa. 28: 1-10. Woes of wine. 

Saturday, April 27: Jer. 4: 1-18. God's gracious call. 
Sunday, April 28: Prov. 1: 24-33. The unheeded call. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Jer, 35: 12-19.] 

12, Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jeremiah, saying, 

18. Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and 
tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye 
not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the Lorp. 

14. The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he com- 
manded his sons not to drink wine are performed; for unto this 
day they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: 
notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speak- 
ing; but ye hearkened not unto me. 

15. Ihave sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, 
rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every 
man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after 
other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I 
have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined 
your ear, nor hearkened unto me, 

16, Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have per- 
formed the commandment of their father, which he commanded 
them: but this people hath not hearkened unto me: 

17. Therefore thus saith the Lorp God of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem all the evil that Ihave pronounced against 
them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not 
heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered, 

18. And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus 
saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have 
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all 
his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded 
you; 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before 
me for ever. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Jer. 35:13. Will ye not receive?——I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shall go: I will guide 
thee with mine eye. Psa. 32:8.——Receive my instruction, and 
not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. Prov. 8: 10. 
——Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be 
wise in thy latter end. Prov. 19:20.——Who among you will 
give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come? 
Isa, 42: 23.——Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul 
depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited 
Jer. 6:8.——See that ye refuse net him that speaketh. Heb. 
12: 25. 

V.14. Not to drink wine.——And the Lord spake unto 
Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor 
thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, lest ye die; it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations. Ley. 10:9. Speak unto the children, and say 
unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves 
to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord; 
he shall separate Aimself from wine and strong drink, and shall 
drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither 
shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or 
dried. Numb. 6: 2, 8.——For he shall be great in the sight of 
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. 
Luke 1: 15. 


Rising early.——And the Lord God of their fathers sent 
te them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending ; 


| because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling- 
| place. 2 Chron. 36: 15——And now, because ye have done all 
| these works, saith the Lord, and I spake unto you, rising up 
early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye 
answered not. Jer. 7: 13,——For I earnestly protested unto your 
fathers in the day that I brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt, even unto this day, rising‘early and protesting, saying, 
Obey my voice. Jer. 11:7——And they have turned unto me 
the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up 
early and teaching them. Jer. 32; 33. 

Ye hearkened not.——Yet many years didst thou forbear 
them, and testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in thy prophets; 
yet would they not give ear. Neh. 9:30-——This is a rebellious 
people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the 
Lord. Isa. 30: 9——But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of 
their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward. Jer. 7: 24. 


v.15. Lhavesent . . . the prophets.—He that 
heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; 
and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. Luke 
10:16.——They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. Luke 16: 29 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth 
not man, but God. 1 Thess. 4: 8. 


Return.——Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord. 
Jer. 3:14-——Return ye now every one from his evil way, and 
make your ways and your doings good. Jer. 18:11——Turn ye 
again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of his 
doings. Jer, 25:5.——Repent, and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Ezek. 18:30. 
——O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God. Hosea l4 1—— 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord 
of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lordof hosts. Zech. 
1:3.——They should repent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance. Acts 26:20. 


Ye shall dwell in the land. Therefore choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest love 
the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him; for he is thy life, and the length 
of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord 
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them. Deut. 30: 19, 20——Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be 
fed. Psa. 37: 3.——Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, 
in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. Jer. 
ee 2 Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and 
from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord 
hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever. 
Jer. 25: 5. 


Ye have not inclined your ear.——O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent 
unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen doth gather her brood under Aer wings, and ye 
would not. Luke 13: 34. 


V. 16. This peopte doth not hearken.——The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider. Isa, 1: 3——A son 
honoreth Ais father, and a servant his master: if then I be a 
father, where is mine honor? And if I be a master, where is 
my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise 
my name, Mal. 1: 6——Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me. Matt. 11: 29. 


v.17. Iwillbring . . . allthe evil. And behold, 
I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy ali 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven: and 
everything that isin the earth shall die. Gen 6: 17.——Bat it 
¢ shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his 
statutes, which I command thee this day, that all these cures 
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee. Deut. 28 : 15 —— 
Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the Lord your God promised you; so shall the 
Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed you 
from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you. 
Josh. 23; 15——Therefore shall Zion, for your sake, be ploughed as 
a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of 
the houses as the high places of the forest. Micah 3: 12. 


v.18. Because ye have obeyed. Honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Ex. 20 : 12 ——Honor thy father and 
thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that 
thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee 
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Deut. 5: 16 
——Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
Honor thy father and thy mother, which is the first command- 
ment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. Eph. 6: 1-3, 

v.19. Tostand before me.——The foolish shall not stand 
in thysight. Psa. 5:5. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. Luke 
21: 36. Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory. Jude 24. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 

BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 
Jeremiah’s imprisonment, of which the last lesson treated, 
extended through two years immediately preceding the final 


capture of Jerusalem ; that is, from B. C. 590 to 588. The chap- 
ter from which the lesson now in hand is taken falls back, 








however, to an earlier date, as does the chapter which fol- 
lowsit. See chap. 35:1; 36:1, where these utterances are 
located in the days of Jehoiakim, who reigned B. C. 610-599. 
The specified date of the prophecy constituting the lesson is 
B. C. 607, though three years later is probably more accurate. 

The main features of Jehoiakim’s times are given in 
2 Kings 23: 34-37; 35-1-6; 2 Chron. 36: 4-10. His reign 
began under the commands of Egypt, It continued in 
weakness and disorder, and after four years he was subdued 
by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and became tributary 
to him for three years. The rebellion against the king of 
Babylon which Jehoiakim then made was of no permanent 
relief ; for he continued to be harassed by the Chaldees, the 
Syrians, the Moabites, and the Ammonites. 

Through all these turbulent times Jeremiah was the 
prominent counsellor of the king and the people. The utter- 
ances of the present lesson were called forth after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had invaded the land, and when the people had fied 
for safety to Jerusalem. By this invasion Daniel and many 
other noble youths of Judah were taken captive, and carried 
to Babylon (Dan. 1: 1-4). It algo established the Baby- 
lonian supremacy over all western Asia and Egypt (2 Kings 
24:7). Before these invaders the Rechabites too were 
driven from their tents into Jerusalem, and their fidelity to 
their patrarchial law, tested by Jeremiah under orders from 
God (see v. 1-11, preceding the lesson), furnished Jeremiah 
the occasion of a powerful rebuke to Judah, for its faithless- 
ness to Jehovah. This rebuke, with a benediction upon the 
faithful Rechabites, constitutes the lesson now in hand. 
Canon Cook thinks Jeremiah assembled the people in one of 
the courts of the temple, the main body of the Rechabites 
also being present, and that this message was there pro- 
nounced in presence of them both. 

Rechab is mentioned as the ancestor of Jonadab (or Je- 
honadab) in 2 Kings 10: 15, 23; 1 Chron. 2: 55; and in the 
lesson and its context. Jonadab himself appears in the his- 
tory of Jehu (2 Kings 10: 15-23). It would seem that he 
was a faithful adherent to the true worship, even amid the 
then prevalent idolatry. The house of Rechab is connected 
with the family of the Kenites (1 Chron. 2: 55), and this 
family with that of Hobab, the brother-in-law of Moses. (See 
Judg. 1:16; 4:11.) For the sake of greater personal and 
religious liberty, the Rechabites sought no fixed residence. 

The command of Jonadab was laid upon his family nearly 
three hundred years before the date of this lesson, as he 
flourished in the early days of Jehu, about B.C. 884. The 
reason he gave for his commands (v. 7) has been variously 
understood, but it probably was based upon the primal idea 
of God’s children being pilgrims on the earth (Heb. 10: 34; 
11: 9,10, 13-16). The reward promised in y. 19 is under- 
stood by many to mean that Rechabites should continue to 
hold a place among the priests and Levites, who, in a special 
sense, ‘stand before” God. Another interpretation of this 
promise is that this tribe should never cease to exist. This 
too seems to find a historic fulfillment, as tracea of the Rechab- 
ites appear in various ages, and even now they are said to 
exist in Asia. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H, TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 

(12.) And the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah, saying, 
(13.) Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Go 
and say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, W:ll ye not receive instruction, to hearken to my 
words? saith Jehovah. (14.) The words of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons, not to drink 
wine, are performed, and they have drunk none up to this 
day, for they have hearkened to their father's commandment; 
and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, and 
ye have not hearkened unto me. (15.) And I have sent to 
you all my servants the prophe's, rising early and sending, 
saying, Return ye, every man from his evil way, and amend 
your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and 
dwell on the soil that I have given you and your fathers ; 
and ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened to me. 
(16 ) Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have 
performed the commandment of their father, that he com- 
manded them, and this people have not hearkened to me, 
(17.) Therefore thus saith Jehovah the God of hosts, the God 
of Israel, Behold, I bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against 
them, because I have spoken to them and they have not 
heard, and I have called t6 them, and they have not aa- 
swered. (18.) And to the house of the Rechabites Jeremiah 
said, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Because 
ye have hearkened to the commandment of Jonadab your 
father, and kept all his commandments, and done according 
to all that he commanded you, (19) Therefore, thus saith 
Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of 
Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me forever. 

NOTES 

Our lesson to-day gives an illustration of how the deep 
feeling of godliness that filled the minds of the prophets of 
Israel led them to seize on every fact that might be made to 
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impress the people with a sense of their unfaithfulness to 
their God, and bring them back to their duty. The nomadic 
Rechabites, a branch of the Kenites, had come into Jeru- 
salem to avoid the spoliation or the insults of the army of 
the Chaldcans, and their tents were pitched in the open 
places of the city. To the people they were simply an object 
of curiosity as wandering herdsmen of frugal habits. A 
few, to whom it was known that at the command of an 
ancestor they had for generations refrained from cultivating 
the soil, building houses, and drinking wine, may have been 
interested in their life as a social experiment; but the 
prophet Jeremiah, poesessed with the one purpose of leading 
Judah to Jehovah, sees in these strangers something where- 
with to point an exhortation to his people. He takes the 
Rechabite chief and publicly tests his faithfulness to the 
command of his ancestor: as it was impossible to try his 
firmness in respect to the adoption of an agricultural life 
or the building of houses, he chooses the remaining point 
in his obligation. He invites him and his friends into one 
of the rooms that were built around the courts of the tem- 
ple, and there, not assuming or wishing to act the part of 
tempter, but as if merely performing an ordinary act of | 
courtesy, he offers them wine. They promptly and decidedly | 
refuse to drink it, and state their reason for refusing; and 
this furnishes the prophet with the text of his admonition to 
the people. The scene occurred in the days of King Jehoiakim 
(verse 1), and is therefore anterior to the event of the last 
jesson (chap. 33), the material of the book of Jeremiah 
not being arranged in chronological order, or according to 
any observable principle. 





Verses 12, 13.—These verses give the general introduction 
to the prophetic address. The form of the divine name used 
is the most solemn and tender possible: Jehovah of hosts, that 
is, Jehovah the divine lord and king of the heavenly hosts 
of angels, endued with might to succor and elevate his people 
(compare Psa. 148: 2; 103: 20,21; 91:11; 34:7). The 
name is a favorite one with the prophets when they announce 
some act of great power, whether of vengeance or of mercy 
on the part of their God, and is here especially appropriate 
as bringing into marked contrast the glory and might of the 
heavenly remonstrant, and the feebleness of tie unworthy 
nation to which his remonstrance is addyessed, The name 
God of Israel marks Jehovah's peculiar relation to this people, 
which made their disobedience the more inexcusable. The 
fact that the inhabitants of Jerusalem are distinguished from 
the men of Judah, indicates that the capital city had special 
influence on the religious character of the land. The question, 
Will ye not receive instruction? which introduces the follow- 
ing discourse, has a sad and pathetic tone, asif their God 
were weary and out of heart at their prolonged obstinacy, 
which had defied all the influences that divine ingenuity 
could bring to bear on them. 

Verse 14.—After this almost passionate outcry, the 
example of the Rechabites is adduced in order, if possible, to 
rouse the people to a sense of their shameful delinquency. 
The appeal would be all the more powerful as the trial of 
these men’s constancy had just been made, and the people 
would know of it.--Jonadab the son of Rechab, of the Rechab- 
ites we know only that they were a branch of the Kenites 
(1 Chron. 2: 55), a tribe that is mentioned among the most 
ancient inhabitants of Canaan (Gen. 15: 19), and was prob- 
ably a sub-division (Midianites) of the wide-spread Amalek- 
ites. A nomadic people, living on the north-western border 
of Arabia, they showed themselves friendly to the Israelites 
during their march from Egypt, and a part of them accom- 
panied the invading host into Canaan; Hobab, Moses’ 
brother-in-law, was himself a Kenite (Num. 10: 29; Judg. 
1:16). In Canaan they settled at first in the south of Judah, 
but afterwards spread over the country as far as the extreme 
north (Heber, the husband of Jael, Judg. 4: 11), living 
partly as nomads, partly in cities (1 Sam. 30: 29). Spared by 
Saul (1 Sam. 15: 6—though these were perhaps different 
from the immigrant Kenites), and favored by David, we find 
them, in the person of Jonadab, taking an important part 
in Israelitish affairs in the days of Jehu (2 Kings 10: 23), 
after which they disappear from the history till this branch 
of them is here mentioned. Of Rechab nothing is known ; he 

, aay have been the father or a remote ancestor of Jonadab; 
the name, which signifies “ rider,” would be an appropriate 
one for a nomadic chieftain. Jonadab (or Jehonadab) is 
better known. From the respect paid him by Jehu (2 Kings 
10: 15, 16, 23), it may be inferred that he was a worshiper 
of Jehovah (as his name also indicates), and a man of influ- 
ence; we may even suppose that in that time of wide 
religious declension, when one expected almost every man 
he met to be a Baalite, the family represented by Jonadab 
had remained generally true to the God of Israel. At any 
rate, this Jonadab of Jehu’s time (for we may with great 
probability suppose that it is he to whom our verse refers) 
was a man of homely virtue and decided character. He 
saw the corrupting, enervating influence of the city life of 
his time, of which, somewhat later, the prophets draw the 
darkest pictures ; and to save his people from it, he bound 
them by some oath or promise never to dwell in fixed 





freeness of the pastoral life, and to abstain from wine. To 
this the prophet now directs the people's attention. He cites 
the special injunction not to drink wine, because it was on 
this point that the Rechabites had been tried, and because 
their abstinence from the universal drink, when they were 
not under Nazarite vows, might well excite admiration. 
In contrast with this strict and long-continued obedience is 
the obstinate heedlessness of Israel: I have spok en to you, 
rising early and speaking, and ye have not hearkened. Rising 
early in the morning to begin work was a sign of zeal and 
ardor (this is the meaning of the “ early ” in Proverbs 8: 17). 

Verse 15.—Repetition of the charge, with specifications. 
My servants the prophets. The prophetic class and work 
form the most striking and characteristic feature of ancient 
Israelitish life. Whatever the social or religions degradation 
of the people, there was always present a body of men from 
Samuel to Malachi, raised up by God out of the midst of the 
people, of the people, and yet above them, mediators be- 
tween them and Jehovah, fearlessly maintaining truth and 
keeping alive the spark of spiritual worship in the midst of 
idolatry and formality. They began to be especially influ- 
ential as preachers about the beginning of the eighth 
century B. C. (Amos, Hosea). Not all, indeed, that were 
called prophets, saw and upheld truth; but God was never 
without a faithful witness—Amend your ways ... go not 
after other gods. See Mic. 6; Isa. 1; Hos. 6: 1; 14: 1, and 
many other passages.—Dwell on the soil. The earlier 
prophets are full of threats of captivity as punishment for 
disobedience (Hos. 9: 3); the promise of permanent dwell- 
ing in the land of Canaan is often found in Deuteronomy 
(12: 10; 30: 20; 33: 28). 
Verses 16,17.—The denunciation. Because the sons of 
Jonadab .. . have performed the commandment of their father 

. and this people have not hearkened tome . . . behold, 

I bring on Judah and Jerusalem all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced against them. That is, because of the persistent 
disobedience of Israel, the folly and sin of which is so 
clearly exhibited by the contrasted faithful obedience of the 
Rechabites. I will now execute judgment against them. The 
main charge against the Jews, as we see from the preceding 
verse,was idolatry, with which, however, naturally connected 
itself every kind of immorality and wickedness. By the 
abandonment of the worship of the holy Jehovah the door 
was opened to all folly. Not only were the rites of the 
heathen deities licentious or cruel, but there was nothing in 
the character of these deities to purify and elevate the char- 
acter of their worshipers. It was the prophets who made 
perpetual protest against the popular inclination to idolatry. 
Several contrasts are expressed or implied in this comparison 
between the Rechabites and the Israelites: 1. The difference 
between the lawgivers Jonadab and Jehovah. 2. The 
difference in the zeal and persistency with which the com- 
mand was impressed on the people. Jonadab gave his order 
once for all, Jehovah sent his messengers perpetually. 
3. The difference in the character of the commands,—Jeho- 
vah’s easier and more beneficent. 4. The difference in the 
sanctions (rewards and punishments). 

Verses 18, 19.—The promise to the Rechabites, Because 
ye have hearkened to the commandment of Jonadab your 
father. The exemplary and praiseworthy feature in the 


Jonadab were the authors of the Psalm, and gives no hint of 
their position. From this time we lose all trace of them till 
after the beginning of our era, and then the notices are 
hardly trustworthy. The church historian Hegesippus 
speaks of “one of the priests of the sons of Rachab,” as pro- 
testing against the stoning of James the Just; and certain 
travelers report that they found large bodies of people living 
near the Euphrates, and in Arabia, near Mecca and on the 
Dead Sea, calling themselves * children of Rechab ;” but we 
cannot be sure of the gonuineness of the claims they make, 
and must content ourselves with the probability that the 
Rechabites were in existence as a distinct body during the 
first century of our era. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Then came the word of the Lord (v.12). When came the 
word of the Lord? When enemies had come up against 
Jerusalem, and the people were trembling with anxiety 
and fear. Zhen came the word of the Lord, in a loving 
message of entreaty, as if God had been watching for an 
opportunity of gaining the ears of his wayward children. 
And God is thus watching continually. In every time of our 
distress, or sorrow, or anxiety, or doubt, then comes the 
word of the Lord, asking if we are not yet ready to trust 
him and to receive his blessing? Whatever other reason the 
finally impenitent will have to offer for not heeding the 
call of the Lord, they cannot say that he did not speak to 
them at the right time. No other time would have been 
better than the time choren of God in his wisdom and love 
to urge them to repentance. 





Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? 
(v. 13.) That is the Lord's question to those to whom he 
comes in the timeliest hour. If your loved ones are taken 
suddenly from you, and it seems as if you should die for 
very loneliness; if you have lost your property, and are 
beginning to wonder where you will get bread; if you have 
been betrayed by a trusted friend, and are doubting on 
whom you can ever depend ; if danger, or sickness, or death 
stares you in the face, and you stand trembling in alarm,— 
whatever is your want or your burden, the word of the 
Lord comes to you in loving tenderness, ‘ Will ye not 
receive instruction to hearken to my voice?” Is not sucha 
message worth heeding? such an offer worth accepting? 


Jonadab commanded his sons not to drink wine 
(v. 14). It was wine that Jonadab objected to; not merely 
strong drink,—after the brandy or whiskey order,—but 
wine, native wine, the pure juice of the grape, such wine as 
Noah got drunk on, and as Solomon said it was unsafe to 
taste or to look at, and as a great many ministers, and ladies, 
and men of strong will and of sterling worth, in all the ages, 
have been overpowered by. Jonadab did well in command- 
ing his sons to let wine alone. Any man who has sons or 
daughters, would do well to command them not to drink 
wine; and he would do equally well not to drink it himeelf. 
And the course which a wise man ought to pursue, is the 
course for a wise woman also. Jonadab’s course is a good 
one for all to follow—men and women alike. 


Unto this day they drink none. It seems that it was 





conduct of the Rechabites was not that their life was pas- 
toral and nomadic, rather than agricultural and settled, or that 


ancestor's injunction. It wasa noteworthy case of filial obedi- 
ence ; how this fidelity came to be sosteadfastly maintained, by 
what peculiar training or tribal character, we do not know, 
but theexample was a scathing rebuke to the inconstant 
and unspiritual Israelites. In accordance with the spirit of 
the fifth command of the Decalogue, Jehovah regards this 
obedience as an act of service to himself, and so declares: 
Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want aman to stand 
before me forever. The expression “ stand before me,” means 
not simply,“ exist, live in my presence,” that is, Jona- 
dab’s posterity shall not be cut off, but ‘‘stand in my pres- 
ence, engaged in my service;” it is a promise that among 
Jonadab’s descendants there should always be one specially 
connected with the service of Jehovah. See the use of the 
phrase in Prov. 22: 29; 1Sam.16: 22; 1 Kings 10: 8; 
Deut. 10: 8; Jer. 15: 19. Its occurrence in this last pas- 
sage (where it refers to Jeremiah’s prophetic office) shows 
that it was not used exclusively of Levitical service; and we 
cannot, therefore, infer from the statement of our verse that 
the Rechabites were actually adopted into the tribe of Levi, 
and henceforward had a part in the regular service of the 
temple. Nor is such a view favored by the couple of 
notices of them that occur in later books of the Old Testa- 
ment. In Neh.3: 14, a Rechabite is spoken of as “ ruler” 
of a place adjacent to Jerusalem; and in 1 Chron. 2: 55, 
certain families of Kenites, ‘‘coming from Hammath, the 
progenitor of the Rechabites,” are described as “ scribes ;” 
from which we cannot infer that they were Levites, but only 
that they were devoted to religious (legal) studies. Simi- 
larly inconclusive is the title to Psalm 71 in the Greek ver- 
sion (Septuagint): “ By David, of the sons of Jonadab and 





habitations er to eultivate the soil, ut to maintain the 


the first captives,” which does not even say that the sons of 


they did not drink wine, but that they were obedient to their | 


safe to let wine alone in a wine-growing country twenty-five 
hundred years ago. The water of the region didn’t kill total 
| abstainers in those days. The danger in this direction is no 
greater now than it was then, despite the foolish talk and 
more foolish practices of wine-loving travelers. The Rechab- 
ites were well advised, and they knew enough to follow 
good advice. There is no fling at themin the Bible for 
refusing to eat or drink “ every creature of God;” for being 
over-righteous or fanatical. They are commended of Ged 
for refusing to touch wine, even when wine was drunk so 
freely about them that the priest and the prophet erred 
through strong drink, and were swallowed up of wine, so 
that no place seemed clean. As total abstainers the Rechab- 
ites were an exceptional people; but it is glorious to have 
such @ distinction as theirs. If that can be acquired now-a- 
days by letting wine alone, it is cheaply purchased. At all 
events, refusing to drink wine is a safe and a commendable 
thing now, as it always has been, and as it ever will be. 

I have spoken unto you. . . . Ihave sent also unto you my 
segvants,. . . rising up early and sending them, saying, 
Return ye now, ... but ye have not inclined your ear... 
unto me (vy. 14, 15), It would seem as if God had tried every 
plan he could think of, in his effort to induce men to love 
and serve him. Day and night, year in and year out, he 
has called, by his Spirit, his word, his providences, and his 
servants, on those who are in rebellion against him, urging 
them to believe in him as their living Father, and to submit 
themselves in trust to his authority and guidance. Yet the 
strangest of all strange things is, that there are foolish per- 
sons, on every side, still waiting for God to call them to his 
service. ‘I would like to be a Christian, but, if ever I am 
one, it will be when God calls me. When he really does 
call, I suppose I shall feel very different from now. But 
meantime I suppose I can only wait, and try to de the best 
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lean.” Let the words of this lesson of the Rechabites be 
pressed home to allsuch persons within their reach. The 
lack thus far has been not in God's calling, but in their 
coming. God has risen up early and called them. They 
have lain abed late—with their ears closed. 

Iwill bring . . . upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all 
the evil that I have pronownced against them (v.17). God is 
just sa sure to keep his word when he promises to punish as 
when he promises to reward. His warnings have quite as 
much meaning as his invitations. Our conviction that there 
is a hell, rests on the same evidence as our conviction that 
there is a heaven. We have God's word for either. If his 
word is not to be depended on in the one case, it is not in 
the other. And on both points there are doubters. Many 
who want to accept God’s invitations, doubt if he is really 
as good as his word—ready to give heaven to all who will 
trust themselves to Jesus to bring them there. Many, 
again, who want to follow their own lusts, doubt if God 
will really punish the unrepentant sinner as he says he 
will. To all such comes the assurance that the word of 
God never fails. He will bring all the good he has promised 
to his people. He will bring all theevil he has pronounced 
against his enemies. 

Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your 
father, ... therefore thus saith the Lord (vy. 18,19). God 
commands obedience to parents; and he rewards it. Chil- 
dren who honor their parents are themselves honored of God. 
This truth is repeatedly emphasized in the Bible, and it is 
worthy of re-emphasis continually, in the home, in the 
school, and in the pulpit. Honor to parents is in a sense honor 
to God. Parents are representatives of that authority which 
comes from God. They ought to be God's representatives in 
love and wisdom and fidelity ; but, in any event, they repre- 
sent him in authority. Children are to honor their parents 
because they are their parents; not because—or only when 
—those parents are wise and loving and faithful. It is no 
credit to a child to honor a parent whose character and 
spirit command honor from all. Ités a credit to a child 
to honor a parent whom no one else can honor. God 
recognizes the goodness of this course in a child; and he 
will reward it. The command to be such achild has attached 
to it a promise of reward. It “is the first commandment 
with promise,”—a promise which holds good to the present 
hour. What child of your charge can rightly lay claim to 
that promise ? 





Notgz.—An article by Professor Austin Phelps, on the 
subject of the lesson, will be found on the third page —TaE 
Eprror. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 

Question the class about Jeremiah; who he was, where, 
what he said, as taught in the previous lesson. Who told 
him what werds to teach? Our lesson to-day is not a new 
one made for you in this year or at this time; it is one of the 
lessons God told Jeremiah to give to his people. He had 
been teaching for many years before he sent from prison the 
message which we studied last week. 

The lesson of to-day is one that he taught years before in 
the city of Jerusalem, while Jehoiakim, the second son of 
good Josiah, was king. He was a wicked king like all his 
brothers, for it is said of each one, “ he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord.” When he had been king four years, 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came with great armies 
into the country all around Jerusalem. Many of the peo- 
ple of Judah came inside the city walls to be safe from the 
soldiers, Among them some looked and acted and dressed 
in a way uolike any others; they were called Rechabites. 
They never built any houses, nor planted any fields nor vine- 
yards, but lived in tents and raised cattle. When war or 
trouble came, they could fold their tents, and drive their 
cattle, and go or come where they chose. After they came 
into Jerusalem, God said to Jeremiah something which meant 
just this: Now here are the Rechabites, who know how to 
obey; take them, and teach my people an object-lesson. 

Do you know what that is? A lesson with something to 
look at to help to understand it. Last Sunday there was a 
new scholar in a primary class, a little girl only three and 
a half years old. Some of the larger boys did not know the 
golden text, nor the name of the lesson ; they had lost their 
papers, and did not seem tocare. The teacher said: ‘ Now 
let the youngest one show you how to know the lesson.” 
Then she asked the little new scholar to say the golden text, 
and she did say every word. Was not that an objeet-lesson 
to those careless boys ? 

God showed Jeremiah how he could make the Rechabites 
teach a lesson, and this is what he did. 

Around the temple there were rooms built where the 
priests lived. What little king was hidden away when his 
brothers were murdered, and lived in the temple six years 
with his aunt and the priest Jehoiada? Into one of these 
rooms where a priest lived then, Jeremiah invited a com- 
pany of these Rechabites. Set out on a table before them 
were pots of wine and cups, and Jeremiah invited them to 





drink some wine. Did they say, “ Well, we are in God's house, 
in a priest's room, and a prophet asks us. There would be 
no great harm in taking a little.” Didn't it look bright and 
sparkling? They had never tasted any in their lives; they 
had no vineyards and no grapes. Why not just taste? Did 
they ? They said, “ No, we will drink no wine. Our father 
told us, Ye shall drink no wine, ye nor your sons, forever.” 

Long before, while wicked Ahab was king of Israel, a man 
named Jonadab, son of Rechab, saw all the wickedness 
which comes from strong drink. He saw Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, 
and her people, feasting and drinking wine; he knew she 
made her husband steal a vineyard, and murder a man to 
get it; he knew how they lived; and he resolved that his 
children should be saved from all such foolish, wicked ways. 
He commanded that they should never plant a vineyard, 
nor any fields of grain, nor build houses, nor ever taste 
wine. So they and their children lived in tents for three 
hundred years, and, when the wine was before them in the 
temple, they could say, “ Vo, we obey our father.” ‘‘ Now 
go,” said God to Jeremiah, “ tell my people how the Rechab- 
ites obey their father, and say to them, “ Will ye not 
receive instruction to hearken to my words?” 

How ought the big boys in the Sunday-school class to 
have felt when they heard that little girl’s perfect lesson? 
She had been there but once, they had been coming for 
years; she learned and obeyed, they had not listened nor 
remembered the teaching. So Jeremiah showed the example 
of the Rechabites against the doings of the people of Judah. 


The father of the Rechabites was only a man who told them | 
what to do and what not to do, and he had been dead hun- | 
dreds of years: their father was God, who always watched 

them, who knew their hearts; he was the Lord of hosts,— 
which means that he could order all the angels of heaven, | 
and all the worlds in the sky, and made all the people on | 


earth, 
Jonadab told his children, while he lived, God had sent 
messages to his people by kings and prophets, by angels and 
miracles, by warnings and promises for hundreds of years. 
Jonadab’s children had not once forgotten him. God's 
chosen people had often gone into sin, they had forgotten 
and forsaken him, and he had as often called, “‘ Return, I 
will pardon.” The man had been honored, obeyed; God 
had been forsaken, and they hearkened not. 

You can review and help the children to bring out the 
contrasts between the obedience of the Rechebites to their 
father, and the disobedience of Judeh to their patient, 
loving, forgiving Father in heaven. As they answer you can 
readily make on the blackboard a list of the points of differ- 
ence, in some such way as this: 

Obeyed. 
One man, their father. 
Did all he commanded. 


Disobeyed. 

The God of hosts. 

He sent prophets, kings, 
angels, miracles, warnings, 
promises. 

They hearkened not. 

After explaining these points of contrast more fully, letting 
the children tell all they can, tell of the rewards promised to 
each. To Judah, all the evil pronounced against them, and 
the reason once more given, “ because, 

I have spoken, and they have not heard. 

I have called—they have not answered.” 

How often and often God had taught and shown them our 
golden text of last Sunday. What was it? Can you tell of 
a time when he had answered when their king er people or 
prophet had called? How often they had “ provoked him 
to anger.” How? When they would not hearken, then he 
eaye the time is coming when they will call, and he will not 
answer. 

There was a reward for the R<chabites. God always 
rewards the faithful. What is promised in the fifth com- 
mandment? Have it repeated. Because they had honored 
their earthly father, they had then been kept three hundred 
years, and God told Jeremiah to tell them they should 
always be epared as a people. 

There are said to be people now living called Rechabites, 
in Arabia; they are said to drink no wine; they live in 
tents and raise cattle as their fathers did. Not many years 
ago, as & missionary relates, he talked with one of them, and 
when he asked the man about his people and his fathers he 
opened a Bible, and turned to this very chapter of our lesson, 
and said Jonadab was his father. 

What can we learn from this object-lesson of the Rechab- 
ites? In order to teach the lesson of temperance, impor- 
tant as it is,do not dwarf the stronger one of obedience. 
All of the following, and more, properly belong to this lesson. 
Select and impress such as seem best, but do not try to give 
too much to little ones at one time. We learn: 

To obey our parents. Eph. 6: 1. 

To refase to do wrong ; never to be afraid to say, No, it is 
not right. Prov. 1: 10. 

To drink no wine. Prov. 23: 31. 

To obey our Father in heaven; and this takes in all the 
other lessons. 

He wants us to love and serve him, and begs us to receive 
his teaching and listen to his words. The Bible tells us that 








he stands with outstretched hands waiting for us to give 
him our hearts. For the sake of his dear Son who taught us 
to pray—Oar Father—will you not hearand obey? The last 
bleesing in all the Bible is this: ‘“ Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates, into the city.” The 
Rechabites were safely kept and sheltered within the walls 
of Jerusalem for a while, but those who obey God's com- 
mandments shall rest forever in the heavenly city. 

Who will be shut ont ? 

The disobedient, drunkards, unbelievers; whosoever loveth 
and maketh a lie. 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL. 


The singular tribe of the Rechabites, who “ drink no wine,” 
neither “ build house, nor plant vineyard, nor have any,” 
but all their days ‘‘dwell in tents,” that they ‘may live 
many days in the land” where they were strangers, has no 
modern parallel, not to say representative, in the lands of 
the Bible, except the Bedwins and a few other nomads. The 
evidence of Benjamin of Tudela as to the existence of Rechab- 
ites, cannot go for much when we consider the character of 
his generally imaginative testimony ; and as to that of later 
travelers, no one who knows the facile invention and utter 
untruthfulness of the Arabs could seriously receive any tes- 
timony yet produced as establishing the present existence of 
any real Rechabites, identical with those described in the 
lesson chapter; nor is any such lineally descended class 
needed in order to fill the demands of the prophecy. If 
any such exist, they belong to the wretched, thievish set, 
who are the terror of the cultivators of the soil, and who do 
not follow the spirit of Jonadab’s precept in any sense, Cer- 
tainly they do not do so in order to be with the people who 
have the covenant benefits. But it would be perfectly nat- 
ural for any Arab who knew of any prophecy whatever, to 
metaphorically apply it to himself, never dreaming either 
that his listener would believe him if he took his words in a 
literal sense, or regard them as other than a fine speech, if 
understood as a metaphor. It would be perfectly natural 
for any Muslim to claim this prophecy concerning the 
Rechabites as applying to himself, with full literal assertion 
of each particular ; but he would not in the least believe it 
himself, nor expect any one else to believe it either. It 
would be in the nature of a pretty parable, whose apparent 
facts nobody would dream of calling in question. 

The words, “ Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a 
man to stand before me forever,” means, to stand before God 
in his service of worship; not merely to exist. To interpret 
in the light of most of the Old Testament prophecies, we 
would naturally suppose that Jonadab had an actual repre- 
sentation of deecendants to follow his rigid precepts of life, 
for a length of time that, to the people to whom it was 
addressed, would be a praciical forever—like many other 
forevers both scriptural and seeular; and, that typical proph- 
ecy fulfilled, we would expect a much larger spiritual ful- 
fillment. Jonadab the son of Reohab will doubtless have 
spiritual descendants to stand before Jehovah to the end of 
time. As Abraham is the father of all the faithful, Jonadab 
will be the father of self-denying seekers of the stricter 
paths of obedience. 

Vineyard planting is still one of the great industries of the 
country. The Valley of Eshéol, near Hebron, still produces 
its immense and luxuriant clusters, a delight to the eye as 
one rides along through. The mountain sides are terraced 
and clothed with vines that bear abundant fruit, even with 
the very poor husbandry of modern days. But the produc- 
tion of wine is hardly one of the chief causes or results of 
raising the grape. The grape is an article of universal food . 
it is the king of fruits in Syria and Palestine. The number 
of varieties is very great. One could very soon count up, for 
example, fifty sorts, about Zahleh on Mt. Lebanon alone ; 
and how many more there may be, it would be hard to 
say. The grapes begin to come to market in July, before 
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the figs are gone, and last till one is quite tired of them— 
till the oranges come in December. The commonest is a 
white grape, somewhat like the Malaga grape known in our 
seaport markets, though finer ; and a few cents will often 
purchase as many as the same number of dollars in New 
York. Grapes are exported from the Syrian ports to Egypt 
(Smyrna being the chief remaining source of supply), as pas- 
sengers on the Austrian steamers often know, to their serious 
discomfort and inconvenience on deck. 

The grapes are also made into raisins, in the usual way ; 
but these are smaller, and by no means as fine as either the 
Smyrna or the Spanish raisins. Dibs, which the Hebraist 
will recognize as from the same source as the biblical word 
for honey (dabash), is a kind of grape molasses, either 
about like our thick molasses (though that sort is more fre- 
quently made from khariib pods, “the husks that the swine 
did eat’), or boiled down to a consistency much like the 
product at a sugaring-off party in maple-sugar times. Tin 
bedibs, or figs ‘preserved in grape molasses, is one of the 
excellent confections of the country, well worth being 
imported and introduced here. 

It would be a great mistake, however, to suppose that dibs 
could ever be considered as a kind of wine, or a substitute for 
it; a8 well might one call molasses a harmless kind of Jamaica 
rum. The emphatic declarations of the late Dr. Calhoun, on 
that point, in several of the newspapers, will be remembered. 
Wine is made in Syria and Palestine; and generally in the 
old way of treading the grapes and letting the juice ferment 
in large earthenware vessels. Some Frenchmen and Italians, 
however, have within a few years attempted the manufac- 
ture of wines in the different styles of their respective coun- 
tries ; yet with rather poorer success than at home. As to 
the wines actually made, the writer’s own general impres- 
sion is that they are harsh and nauseous. He was quite 
unable to take as medicine certain wine prescribed by the 
excellent physicians among the missionaries, though con- 
vinced that it was the choice wine of the land. At a dinner 
with the superior and chiefs in the Greek convent next 
the Church of the Nativity, at Bethlehem, some of the 
genuine wine of Bethlehem, made by the brethren of the 
convent, was set before us. The monks themselves drank 
freely ; but though beantifully red, it was quite too harsh 
and nauseous to tempt the othe-s. The tasters left the trial 
sip unswallowed. 

From the wine is distilled a colorless strong drink known 
as raki, or, a8 we generally hear the name in Amarica, arraki, 
or arrack ; though the Indian arrack is a different thing. 
This raki is sometimes called mastic, because the Turks, and 
some others, prefer to flavor it strongly with gum mastic. 
This is the common strong drink of the people. It is also 
used as an appetizer before meals. The first course at dinner 
on board a Russian steamer on the Syrian coast, is a small 
giass of raki. Some Muslims who do not drink wine, and 
some other people who do, drink raki to get up an appetite; 
and after eating till they are full, drink more raki to get up 
more appetite. Raki looks like water. As to its taste, the 
best idea that can here be given is from an incident the 
writer witnessed in Smyrna. Sitting opposite him at table 
were a couple of young German travelers who were puzzled 
to knew what was in the bottle before them. On inquiry 
they were told that it was masézc, and one of them concluded 
to try it for the party. He poured out a small glass, tasted, 
and made a very wry face; then spit it out with the excla- 
mation, ‘ Reines Gift!” that is, pure poison. 

At the port of Larnaca, in Cyprus, before General di Ces- 
nola and the British Consul Lang brought water into the 
place by a rather primitive aqueduct, the commoner sort of 
wine was cheaper than water. 

In all the Bible countries one sees the wine-skins in the 
market ; but they are rather repulsive looking things, moist 
and dirty on the outside, and a very bad thing to get against 
one’s clothes. It is claimed by many that the art of distil- 
lation did not exist in Bible times, but keeping wine in 
skins produced an effect very similar; the water escaping by 
exosmosis, as the scientists call it, and the spirit remaining 
behind. The late Dr. John Torrey, professor at Columbia 
College, and superintendent of the United States Assay 
Office in New York, used to tell the members of the Torrey 
Botanical Club how he used to procure absolute acohol in 
the early days of imperfect processes, by hanging up strong 
alcohol, for some weeks, in a sack of membrane, when the 
water would almost entirely go out in this manner, into the 
air, and leave the alcohol pure. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


Wise Ogeprexce ComMENDABLE.—Who does not know the 
story of Casabianca? We have all read it, and spoken it, 
and sung it. Was it, however, wise obedience to die for 
the sake of a merely desultory, accidental, passing word 
of command ? 

Suppose some one ordered us blindly to go under the 
threatening avalanche, would that obedience to one in 
authority be a wise obedience? The answer is: it is the 





end in view which justifies or condemns the particular act 
of obedience. 

Kinglake, in his history of the invasion of the Crimea, 
gives at length the story of the charge of the Light Brigade, 
which Tennyson has immortalized by his famous ode. Cap- 
tain Nolan, who had mistaken the order, came rushing down 
the defile, pointing out the pathway to the Russian guns, 
and waving his sword in that direction. Lord Cardigan, 
who led the charge, feared that some mistake had been made ; 
but before he could find it out Nolan had been shot down. 
Was it wise obedience to throw away lives when there was 
no end to be gained by it, save a mere firework display of 
military heroism ? 

Alexander Pope says, in one place, in his ‘‘ Essay on Man,” 

“ Shail burning Etna, if a sage requires, 
Forget her thunders or recall her fires? 
When the steep mountain trembles from on high, 
Shall gravitation cease if man go by ?” 

In the reign of Georgs II., Admiral Byng, of the British 
navy, was sentenced to be shot on board his own flag-ship, 
because he disobeyed the arbitrary command of the English 
admiralty to fight the enemy whenever he should come up 
with them. But posterity has approved Byng’s course as 
one where a wise disobedience was better than a foolish 
obedience, 

When the aged Polycarp was brought before the Roman 
proconsul, he was told that his life would be spared him if 
he would only renounce Jesus Christ, and do reverence to 
the spirit of the emperor. But Polycarp, who was a pupil of 
St. John’s, declared, “ Forty and six years have I served my 
Master, and I cannot deny him now.” So he was given to 
the lions. And if there had not been such a firm obedience 
to the cause of their Master, on the part of the early Chris- 
tians, the ‘cause of Christianity never would have gained 
such headway in the civilization of Europe and of the 
whole world. 

AxnsTAINING From WixE.—We may abstain from a thing 
in three ways: first, from principle; second, from policy ; 
third, from command. The early martyrs abstained from 
the idolatry of their Pagan neighbors, because of the princi- 
ples of the gospel. Erasmus,’at the period of the Reformation, 
abstained from following Luther from policy. Hannibal, 
in the wars of the Carthaginians, abstained from the pur- 
suits of peaceful, civil life, from the command left him by 
his father, that, as long as he lived, he should always 
fight the Romans. 


The Gypsies are a people who came into Europe from the 
Kast at the beginning of the fifteenth century. They lived 
in tents like the Rechabites, and have gone traveling all 
over the face of the earth, trading horses, selling their 
curious wares, and telling fortunes. Yet it is not recorded 
of them that they ever pursued this wandering life or 
abstained from the use of wine, because of any far-off com- 
mand of their founder. 

The temperance problem of to-day may be solved in one 
of these three ways:—Lither by principle, or by policy, or 
by wise obedience to the command of God to abstain from 
all appearance of evil. 


Heepine Gop's CALL.—St. Paul says that the history of 
the Israelites was like a panorama full of pattern pictures. 
They were “our ensamples.” And God said, through the 
prophet Jeremiah, If the Rechabites obeyed their father 
Jonadab, the son of Rechab, why will not you Israelites obey 
me? 

At the Crystal Palace exhibition in New York City, in the 
year 1851, there was a little piece of machinery which ran 
upon a silver ten-cent piece as its base. How small was 
this engine compared with the famous Corliss Engine, at 
the Centennial Exhibition, in Philadelphia; yet the principle 
was the same, the movement was identical. What a contrast 
between the structure of the little acorn and the massive 
oak ; yet the great oak-tree is all hidden and wrapped away 
in the layers of the acorn. In the same way obedience to 
God is, in a certain sense, the same in movement and struct- 
ure a3 obedience to our parents; obedience to God, our 
Father, is hidden away in obedience to our earthly father 
and mother. We can always find a way through nature 
up to nature’s God. 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


BY WILLARD M. BICH, D.D. 


V. 12-19. The Rechabites (riders, horsemen) were the 
family of Kenites, whom Jonadab, the son of Rechab (who 
was the son of Henath the Kenite), subjected to a new rule 
of life. 1 Chron. 2:55; 2 Kings 10: 15,16, 23. For three 
years this tribe fully obeyed the injunction to drink no 
wine, to build no house, but to dwell in tents. At the 
Chaldean invasion they were forced to quit the open country, 
and live in Jerusalem. Jeremiah invited the Rechabites to 
drink wine (vs. 2-6). This trial was made to show their 
steady adherence to their rules, and the reasons which they 
assigned for it; in order to shame the disobedience of the 
Jews.—Comp. Com 


Kenite, Kenites, smiths, or dwellers ina nest. A tribe who 
originally inhabited the rocky and desert region lying 
between southern Palestine and the mountains of Sinai. It 


has been concluded that the Midianites and Kenites were 
identical. Judg. 1:16; Num. 10: 29.— Whitney. 


V. 12. Then came the word of the Lord. After this noble 
example of the Rechabites, who had adhered with unswerv- 
ing constancy through so many years to the precepts of their 
father Jonadab, while the Jews had utterly refused to adhere 
to his precepts, Jeremiah was to go and speak to the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.— Cowles. 


V. 13. Will ye not receive instruction—so as to obey me. 
The word instruction means sometimes ruling or governing, 
and sometimes correction. God shows that he required 
nothing unjust from the Jews, so that a true excuse could be 

retented, as though he were too rigid. “I require only,” 
e says, “that ye obey me: this is all my severity, for lovely 
is the rule of meekneas which I use towards you.”’—Calvin. 


V. 14. Words of Jonadab ... areperformed. Confirmed 
have been the words of Jonadab by his children. When 
Jonadab died, all his authority expired with him; he could 
no longer repeat his injunctions, reward their obedience, or 
punish their disobedience. Yet cutot respect to his memory, 
deference to his wisdom, or experience of the salutary effects 
of his counsels, they persevered in observing them.—AScott. 


Rising early and speaking. Assiduity and diligence are 
mentioned. Jonadab only once gave his command to his 
children. But God commanded what was right not only 
once, but rose up early, that 18, he sedulously anticipated 
them.— Calvin. 


V. 15. Turn ye now. God shows the differencs between 
his law and the precepts of Jonadab. God here declares 
that he required nothing but what nature itself dictated, 
even that tne Jews should repent and form their life accord- 
ing to the rule of obedience.— Martyn. 


Walk not after alien gods. He sought nothing more than 
to retain the Jews under his authority and protection, that 
he might be a father tothem. Ye shall dwell in the land— 
He adds a promise which ought, by its sweetness, to have 
allured them, so as to become more disposed and prompt 
to obey. —Seybert. 


God in his revelation of his mind to the prophet, expounded 
to him why he had set him to bring the Rechabites into the 
temple, and commanded him to set wine before them and 
invite them to drink of it, namely, that by their refusal of 
doing according to the invitation, in obedience to their 
father, Jonadab, he might convince the Jews of their dis- 
obedience to his commands, though God’s commands were 
more advantaged than the commands of Jonadab in that, 
1. Jonadab was but an earthly parent, and so had no absolute 
universal sovereignty over his children; but God was the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel. 2. Jonadabs command 
was not for the performance of a moral duty, but the doing 
of a thing which they might do or leave undone; God 
required of them what was but their moral duty, and for 
which was the highest reason. 3. Jonadsb’s command 
had no promise annexed; God's precept had a promise 
annexed, yet they had not yielded him that obediencs 
which the sons of Jonadab had yielded him: he was their 
Father, but where was his honor /—Po:!. 


V.16. Because, etc. If Jonadab's commands, which 
were arbitrary, and not moral obligations in thems+lves, 
were obeyed, much more ought mine, which are in them- 
selves right.— Fuusset and Brown. 


V. 17. Therefore. As the word of God had been to them 
useless, it would now be efficacious against them. Here the 
prophet distinguishes between two sorts of speaking. By 
the one, the prophet denotes doctrine, exhortation, and 
whatever may iead to repentance, so that men may either 
be recalled to their duty or retained init. This, then, is 
one mode of speaking when God addresses us and invites 
us to himself. The other mode is that which refers to 
threatenings, that is, when (rod, after having found that he 
can do nothing by teaching, has recourse to threatenings, 
and shows what vengeance awaits us.—Calvin. 


V.18, 19. Because ye have obeyed. Here the prophet, 
that he might affect the Jews more deeply, promises a 
reward to the sons of Jonadab, beeause they obeyed their 
father; and he promises them a blessing from (rod. The 
meaning of this promise in its full extent seems to be, not 
only that the race of Jonadab should never fail or be extinct, 
but that some of the family should ever be found among the 
worshipers of the trne God. For to stand in the presence 
of a prince implies an attendance, in some degree, upon his 
person and service (1 Kings 10:8) And therefore to 
“ stand before God ” must denote, at least, the privilege of 
treading his courts, and of worshiping among the train of 
his chosen servants and followers. — Blayney. 


It is promised that the family should continue as long as 
any of the families of Israel, among whom they were 
strangers and scjourners. It shall never want a man to 
inherit what they had, though they had no inheritance to 
leave them. Sometimes those that have the smallest estates 
have the most numerous progeny ; but he that sends mouths 
will be sure to send meat.— Henry. 


Dr. Wolff, in his printed journal for 1529, says the Jews 
of Jerusalem and Yemen told him he would find the Rechab- 
ites of Jer, 35, living near Mecca. He found them near 
Senda. One of them, in answer to the question, “ Whore 
descendants are you?” read from an Arabic Dubie, Jer. 35: 
5-11, and said ‘ You will find us sixty thousand in num ber.” 
Even as late as October, 1862, an Eastern traveler read a 
paper at the Cambridge meeting of the British Arscciation, 
stating that he met a tribe near the Dead Sea, calling them- 
selves by thispame. They bad a Hebrew Bible, and told 
him the same story that had been told Dr. Wolff thirty years 
before.—Smith. 

Note, first, The greate:t blessing that can be entailed 
upon a family is, to have the worship of God kept up in ir, 
from generation to generation. Second, That temperance, 
and self-denial, and mortification to the world, do very much 
befriend the exercises of piety, and help to transmit the 
observance of them to posterity. The more dead we are 
to the delights of sense, the better disposed we are for the 
service of God; but nothing is more fatal to the entail of 





religion in a family than pride and luxury.— Henry. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 


April 17-19 
May 16,17 


International, at Atlanta, Georgia 
East Tennessee, at Jonesb 
Lilinois, state, at Decatur 
Missouri, state, at Sedalia 
New York, state, at Albany 
Ohio, state, at Norwalk 
lowa, state, at Cedar Falls 
Pennsylvania, state, at Williamsport 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney 
Wisconsin, state, at Racine. 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville 
Vermont, state, at St. Johnsbury 
Kansas, state, at Topeka 

New Jersey, state, at Trenton 


Onnne 

















June 12, 13 
June 25-27 








NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday, at 8.45 a. m., in Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 r. m., in 
the Y. M. ©, A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 
day, at 4 yp. m, in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 
Union, 53 Lexington Street. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3p. m. Led by the Rev, R. R, 
Meredith. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Monthly Meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday School 
Union second Monday evening of each month, at 7.£0 p. m., in the 
Hanson Place M. E. Church. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Primary Normal Class every Saturday, at 4 Pr. ™., 
in the Y. M, C, A. Rooms. 

Chicago; Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 4. m. in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 p. m., In Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
ofevery month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing. fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church, Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street, 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. m., inthe Y. M. 0, A. Hall. 


Cincinnati O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at | 


3.45 p.m.,inthe Y.M.C.A Hall, 


Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p. m., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 p. m. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., in the Class-room Y. M,C. A. Hall. 

Halifax, N.S., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday at 
Sr. m., in Gerrish Hall, Conducted by the Rey. J. M. Manning. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. 0, A. Rooms, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. OC. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr, ©. P. Jacobs. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 ep. w., in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms, 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
e, m., in the First Presbyterian Church, 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pr. u., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.46 p. m., in the Y. M. ©, A. Lecture-room. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. 0. A. Rooms, No, 33 Fifth Avenue. 

4. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D, English 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y, M.C. A. German 8.8, Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M OC, A, Rooms. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
4p. ™., in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 
Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 


every Saturday, in the Y. M, OG, A. Hall, from 12 tol o'clock p. m. 
Led by the Hon, Vice-Chancellor Blake, 


Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Mon- 
lay, at 6 ep. m., in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 





THE ATLANTA CONVENTION, 


Mr. Edward Danforth, secretary of the New York 
Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, announces that the 
tollowing additional arrangements have been made for 
reduced rates of travel to the Atlanta Convention. Mr, 
D inforth’s addrees is Elmira, 

“ The Old Dominion Steamship Company, whose office is 
at the corner of Greenwich and Fulton Streets, New 
York, will furnish round-trip tickets from New York to 
Atlanta and return, via Norfolk, James River, and Rich- 
mond, and thence by rail to Atlanta, including first-class 





fare, meals, and stateroom accommodations, at the same 
rate as by all rail_—$36 25, The steamers leaves New 
York at 3 P. M., Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, | 
The time between New York and Norfolk is twenty-five 
hours, 

“ Tae Citizens’ Line of steamers on the Hudson, leaving 
Troy at 6 P. M., will sell round-trip tickets to New York 
and return for $2, The steamer sailing on Friday eve- 
ning, April 12, waits until 8 P. M., or the arrival of the 
Montreal and Saratoga train from the north. 

“The Northern Central Railway will sell round- “trip | 
tickets, vit Baltimore and Richmond, to Atlanta and | 
return, from Elmira, for $38; Canandaigua, $40; Roches- | | 
ter, $41.16 ; and Buffalo, $42.75. Tickets can be obtained | 
at the ticket-offices at the depots in Elmira and Canan- | 
daigua; of J. C. Coombs, 88 Mill Street, Rochester ; and | 
of Samuel L. Seymour, General Western Passenger 
Agent, 21 Exchange Street, Buffalo. Pullman sleeping- | 
car berths, from Washington, can be obtained at reduced | 
rates of E. S. Young, Passenger Agent, Baltimore. | 
Persons desiring to return by New York can make the | 
arrangement, in advance, with Mr. Seymour, at a small 
additional expense. 

“Delegates, and all others connected with Sunday-schools, 
going to attend the Convention, can obtain tickets on 
application as above.” 

Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion, issues the following additional information to dele- 
gates going to the Convention from or through New York 
City: 

“The fare from New York to Atlanta and return will 
be $36 25, exclusive of sleeping accommodations. Tick- 
ets are good to start April 10 to 16, and to return till 
May 10, and permit the holder to stop over at desired 
points on the way. 

“The extra cost of a Puliman car seat for the entire 
distance will be $6.50 each way for one double berth 
($3.25 each if occupied by two persons), by trains leaving 
New York at 630 P. M., via routes Nos. 1 and 3 (see 
below). Passengers by the 815 A. M. train from New 
York will take a sleeper at Richmond at a cost of $2.00 
for one double berth. By the 1 P. M. train from New 
York, Route No. 2, the sleeper will be taken at Washing- 
ton, D. C., at a cost of $4.50, for the accommodations 
described above. 

“ Railroad tickets can only be purchased at above rates 
by presenting orders for the same, which will be furnished 
to delegates and their wives by application to Mr. Frank 
A. Ferris, 264 Mott Street, New York, who will also 
secure sleeping-berths for all who desire, on receipt of the 
money for the same. These should be secured as early as 
possible. 

“Delegates can have their choice of the following 
routes, but should state by which route they will go in 
applying to Mr. Ferris for their orders ; and, when order- 
ing sleeping-berths, they must name the day and train on 
which they wish to go. 

“ Route No. 1.— Via Washington, Richmond, Danville, 
Va., and Piedmont Air Line, through Charlotte, N. C., 
and ‘Greenville, S.C. The train leaving New York on 
Monday, at815 A. M., arrives in Atlanta on Tuesday, at 
11.20 P. M. Taat leaving on Monday, at 630 P. M., 
arrives on Wednesday at 9.10 A. M. 

“ Route No. 2.— Via Washington, Charlotteville, Lynch- 
burg, Danville, Va., and Piedmont Air Line, through 
Charlotte, N. C., and Greenville, S.C. The train leaving 
New York on Monday, at 1 P. M., arrives in Atlanta on 
Tuesday at 11.20 P. M. That leaving on Monday, at 
6 P. M., arrives on Wednesday at 9.10 A. M. 

“Route No. 3—Va@ Washington, Charlotteville, and 
Lynchburg, Va., and Kenesaw route, through Bristol, 
Knoxville, Tenn., and Dalton, Ga. The train leaving 
New York on Monday, at 6.30 P. M., arrives at Atlanta 
on Wednesday at 9.15 A. M. That leaving on Monday at 
9 P. M,, arrives on Wednesday at 10.17 P. M. 

“Route No. 4—Delegates may leave New York at 
3 P. M., on Saturday, by the fine steamers of the Old 
Dominion Steamship Co., reaching Richmond on Monday 
morning, and leaving at 11 P. M. on Monday, by the 
train which leaves New York at 8 15 A. M. on Monday, 
vit route No. 1. A sleeping-car may be taken from Rich- 
mond to Charlotte, at $2 00. 

“T regret to say that, notwithstanding earnest efforts, 
we have not been able to secure reduced fares by railroads 
east and north of New York; the only exception being 
the Norwich and Worcester railroad and steamboat 
route, which sells excursion tickets from Boston to New 
York and return at $5 each; and the Troy steamboats, 
which sell excursion tickets from Troy to New York and 
return at $2, with 50 cts. each way for cabin berths, or $1 
for stateroom berth. Both these lines will furnish tickets 





|explaining Bible lessons. 
|in which the International lessons are printed weekly. 
Only one person is concerned in getting up these lessons 
|in the Hawaiian language, using the questions, 


at the reduced rates, on presentation of delegate’s cre- 
dentials. 

“ Please notice that no person leaving New York after 
6.30 P. M. on Monday, April 15, can arrive in time for 


the opening of the Convention ; but as the tickets allow a 


start as early as April 10, delegates may spend Sunday in 
| Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, or Richmond on the 
| way. We most earnestly urge every delegate to arrange 
| to be on hand at the first meeting.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK IN THE SAND- 
WICH ISLANDS. 


The venerable Rev. Lorenzo Lyons, long connected with 


| Hawaiian Sunday-schools, writes an interesting account 


of his work on International lesson helps for the natives, 
and of the condition of the schools : 

“Tn the Sandwich Islands,the Hawaiian Sunday-schools, 
that is, those conducted in the Hawaiian language, have 


no such excellent helps as The Sunday School Times in 


There is only one newspaper 


the 
explanations, critical notes, and applications. This has 
been my work since the seven years’ course commenced, 
Of course I do not get any help in my preparation from 
The Sunday School Times, as it gets here too late. I hope 
to write for the lessons of 1879, the questions, comments, 
applications, etc., in full, and hence complete the whole se- 
ries from Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation. These 
lessons are prepared and designed for all the native Sun- 
day-schools on the Islands. The preparation of them is 
a considerable work. It is one of my solaces in my old 
age. I shall be seventy-one years old in April. Since 
1823 I have been, more or less, connected with Sunday- 
schools, For nearly forty-six years I have been inti- 
mately connected with Sunday-schools on these Islands. 
I have been present in the Sunday-school on every Sun- 
day when [ was not sick, and generally twice: once, in the 
morning, with the younger children; and again, after 
morning service, with the older children and adulta. Our 
Sandwich Island native Sunday-schools are prosperous in 
some places, but in others they are quite low. Better 
superintendents and teachers would make better schools. 
The foreign schools in Hilo and Honolulu are in a prosper- 
ous condition. They avail themselves of the assistance of 
The Sunday School Times, by using their lessons one 
month later than in the United States.” 

Mr. Lyons sends an International lesson-paper in the 
Hawaiian language, being number 7 of the first quarter 
of 1878,—‘ Joash Repairing the Temple.” It includes (1) 
the text, golden text, and outlines; (2) an original hymn 
on repairing churches; (3) a prayer relating to the same; 
(4) questions and explanations; (5) an original hymn on 
cleansing the heart; (6) questions for the superintendent ; 
(7) Inferences and applications; (8) the hymn, “ Holy 
Spirit, cleanse our hearts ;” (9) a prayer for the cleansing 
influence of the Holy Spirit; (10) an announcement of 
the subject and Scripture passage for the next lesson. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—A Sunday-school congress is announced for Denville, 
New Jersey, beginning on July 16, and ending on July 24. 

—Mr. E. S. Wagoner writes: 

Williamsport has been selected as the place, and June 11-13 
fixed as the time, for the Fourteenth Annaal Convention of 
the Pennsylvania State Sunday-school Association. The condi- 
tion of our work demands that this Convention be thoroughly 
practical, and that every part of our state be fully represented 
by active and zealous workers. To this end, we ask the names 
and post-office address of the officers of the ‘county and district 
Sunday-school Association. If any are without this information, 
inquire for it from every available source. Announce the time 
and place of the convention in church and Sunday-school, and 
spread the news wherever and whenever you can; not forgetting 
that the local papers are perhaps the best mediums through which 
to start the flame thatat Williamsport will illuminate the whole 
state with renewed zeal in the work of the Master 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Rev. Dr. Edward Eggleston’s Sunday-school in 
Brooklyn has hadarapid growth. At the beginning of 
1877 it had 20 officers, 75 teachers, and 7 scholars, At 
the end of the year there were 20 officers, 97 teachers, and 
1872 scholars. The largest attendance on any Sunday 
has been 1326. On January 1 the roll was revised, and 
now numbers 1237 names. 

—The fifty-fourth anniversary of the American Sunday 
School Union will be held in Philadelphia in May, An 
abstract of missionary work for the year ending with 
February shows these results, in part: new sehools ergan- 
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ized, 1138, having 5227 teachers and 41,707 scholars; 
schools visited and aided, 3108, having 15,275 teachers and 
141220 scholars; amount given by the missionaries, 
$3,742.22, not including a large amount of donations 
from New England, New York, and Philadelphia; Bibles 
distributed, 2571; Testaments, 6211; total, 8782; families 
visited, 13,001; addresses, 4797. 

—An unusual officer has been employed in a new Sun- 
day-school in the backwoods of North Carolina. It had 
been nearly broken up by a set of Sunday loafers, who 
would not come in, but had races and games, loud talking 
and laughing, and finally dog-fights, near the school-house. 
A missionary of the American Sunday School Union 
writes: “At my last visit I found a great change. We 
held a meeting and appointed a new officer,—a dog-pelter; 
and I engaged a lawyer to look after the loafers. The 
next Sunday, the pelter kept the dogs away, and I helped 
the lawyer to attend to the loafers. The pelter exercised 
his office but once, and now we have seventy scholars. 


E.G; mt. 


—Hartford, Connecticut, now has another Young Men’s 
Christian Association, for which the city thanks Mr. 
Moody. It has been without one for a number of years. 


—At the Boston Young Men’s Christian Association 
rooms, during the month of February, there were held 
sixty-eight religious meetings, four temperance meetings, 
three lectures, and twenty-eight evangelistic services. 

—In the state of Missouri, the Associations are adopt- 
ing the plan of securing pledges from friends of the cause 
to contribute annually, for the necessities of the state 
work, a specified sum, no one of these pledges to become 
obligatory until a necessary number have been given. 
There are now t y-two organizations in this state, 
whereas three years ago there were none. 


—Arrangements are now on foot for the holding of the 
Third State Convention of Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions, at Dallas, Texas. Good delegations are expected from 
all parts of the state, as reduced rates have been secured on 
all railroads leading to Dallas. From the monthly report 
of the Association at Dallas, it appears that ample prepara- 
tions are in hand to receive and entertain the members of 
the convention, 


—It has been arranged to hold the First Annual State 
Convention of the Associations of Louisiana at Baton 
Rouge, beginning on Friday, April 26, and closing on Tues- 
day, April 30. The call says: “As the first convention, 
this must exert a most important influence upon the 
future of association work in this state. Apart from this, 
it will be a gathering of great interest and power, as there 
will be present prominent ministers and laymen of all 
denominations from this state, and several from others, 
whose names are known all over the union.” Ample 
entertainment will be provided by the citizens of Baton 
Rouge ; and efforts will be made to have the railroads and 
steamboats offer special rates. Mr. Thomas K. Cree, 
traveling secretary of the International Committee, now 
in Texas, will visit Louisiana in April, and work both 
before and after the convention. . Any association or com- 
munity desiring the services of Mr. Cree, or of Mr. Joseph 
Hardie, of Selma, Alabama, in organizing,“in securing 
information, or otherwise, will notify Mr. A. E. Read, 
chairman of the State Executive Committee, Baton Rouge. 

PERSONAL. 

—The amount thus far collected in England for the 

monument to Robert Raikes is £924 4s. ld. Three or 


more artisis are to be asked to prepare designs for the | 
statue. The local Sunday-school Unions that have thus far | 


spoken, with the exception of that of Gloucester, are 


united in the opinién that the monument should be’ for Children, in New York, the expedient has been devised 


erected in London. 


—The Rev. T. C. Boykin, Baptist state evangelist for 
Georgia, has started, at Atlanta, a new monthly news- 


The editor says: “The Worker will devote itself most 
earnestly to inciting Georgia Baptists to do all they possi- 


bly can, by systematic benevolence, and by thoroughly | the suggestion of his wife, 


organized evangelical and Sunday-school work, to elevate 





} 


paper called The Georgia Baptist Worker. It is designed | Potter, ‘DOD. 
apecially to reach the Sunday-school workers of the state, | institution. 


| 


cipline, it is as strict, as searching, as uncompromising, and 
as particular as Buddism. And in addition to all this, it 
has been a system of civilization, influencing some of the 
greatest races of mankind. It has promoted the fine arts, 
so that the whole of Europe has become a treasure-house 
of the genius of great painters and architects. It has 
produced a literature replete with deepest thoughts and 
feelings of men, In short, the triumphs of the Christian 
religion have been great, and the history of its progress 
and development presents problems which the world has 
not yet solved.” 


—The Rav. Dr. J. H. Vincent lately delivered four 
lecture lessons before the Plainfield (New Jersey) Normal 
Class, on Gaining, Retaining, Applying, and Communicat- 
ing Knowledge. The Normal Class, which is given great 
advantage by Dr. J. H. Vincent’s constant enthusiasm 
for it, has just closed its eighth annual course of lessons. 
In those eight years it has successfully carried out com- 
petitive examinations; constructed one of the finest of 
models of Palestine; and conducted the first Sunday- 
school Congress. This year it has taken up the study 
of mental philosophy in the four lessons under Dr, Vin- 
cent; and has had other lessons, by members of the class, 
on “ Bible Biography,” “ Bible Natural History,” “ Bible 
Inspiration,” and “Bible Interpretation.” It has also 
studied natural philosophy in the speaking phonograph, 
and the “radiometer,” zodlogy by the microscope, and 
gastronomy in a “cracker festival,” in which the refresh- 
ments consisted simply of crackers and tea, and for which 
the invitations were printed on crackers. At the latter, 
some twenty different kinds of crackers were collected. 
An evidence of the success of the class is seen in the 
fact that the average attendance at its sessions this season 
has been greater than the total number of officers and 
teachera in all the schools of the city. 


—The Rev. Dr. E. P. Parker, of Hartford, Connecticut, 
offered the following prayer in the Connecticut Senate, on 
the occasion of the firat occupancy of the new State House 
in Hartford, March 27: 

“ We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told 
us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. Our 
fathers trusted in thee, and were not confounded. We thank 
thee, O God, for thy goodness to the godly men who have pre- 
ceded us in this land, and who, walking humbly and bravely in 
thy fear, prepared the way for us to dwell here in such manifold 
blessing and large liberty. God of our fathers, who didst lead 
them like a flock by the hand of illustrious men, be our God and 
the God of our children from generation to generation. We thank 
thee for the material prosperity of which this edifice is a sign. 
As we occupy it to-day, in the name of this state, we desire to 
consecrate it to all the high uses for which it was designed, by 
bowing in humble recognition of thy authority in the govern- 
ments of states and kingdoms, by imploring thy constant bless- 
ing upon all that shall be transacted here. In these chambers 
may all unworthy strifes, all unholy ambitions, and all dishonest 
schemes be rebuked, and the counsels of wisdom, justice, and 
patriotism evermore prevail. Let thy blessing rest upon those 
who are met here to-day, and upon all future assemblages of this 
commonwealth. Bless the people of this state, and those who are 
appointed to administer our government; and from age to age, 
even when the solid walls of this beautiful building shall have 
fallen and crumbled to dust, may there still survive and flourish, 
in this ancient commonwealth, an honest, orderly, free, and reli- 
gious people, jealous of ancestral virtues, proud of a noble history, 
and zealous for future fame. Let thy blessing continually rest 
upon the people, and upon the President and Congress of our 
common country, and may thy kingdom come and thy will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Unto thy glorious name, 
eternal God, be rendered all might and majesty, dominion and 
power, forever and ever. Amen.” 

In spirit, style, and pertinency, this prayer is notable. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


a 


Concessions of “ Liberalists” to Orthodory. By Daniel 
Dorchester, D.D. Boston: D, Lothrop & Co.—Many years 
ago, the late John Wilson, the eminent printer of Cam- 
bridge, published a stout duodecimo volume entitled Unita- 
rian Principles Confirmed by Trinitarian Testimonies. The 
preparation of this book was, next to his standard treatise 
on punctuation, Mr. Wilson’s great pride. The first edition 
was published before he emigrated from Manchester, Eng- 
land, and Mr. Wilson revised it more than once. The pres- 
ent work of Dr. Dorchester’s is almost an exact counterpart 
to Mr. Wilson's collection, with the exception that its quota- 
tions are included in a running original text, instead of 
being grouped by themselves in classes, as in Mr. Wilson’s 
book The volume is a very readable one, and shows exten- 
sive investigation on the part of its author; but, after all, it 
is, like Mr. Wilson’s on the other side, curious rather than 
valuable, A perfectly honest compiler might, without much 
difficulty, prove a great deal too much by detached extracts 
like these. In almost every case, the authors quoted, while 
adhering to their expressed opinions, would, if questioned, so 
modify or explain them as materially to weaken the accumnu- 
lated argument. The general sense of a denomination or 
school of thought is a more trustworthy guide than the 
utterances of any of its leaders; and the whole life of one of 
those leaders proves more than a half dozen extracts from 
his sermons. Dr. Dorchester’s aim is not to show that Unita- 
rians are becoming evangelical, but that, since some of them 
admit that evangelical doctrines are founded on the neces:i- 
ties of man, “‘we are warranted in the conclusion that evangeli- 
cal theology is impregnably founded in eternal truth.” It is 
evident that the whole argument turns on the definition of 
“the vital and underlying truths in the evangelical doctrines,” 
which, Dr. Dorchester says, are substantially conceded by 
those who refuse to accept evangelical terminology. The 
Unitarian and Dr. Dorchester would utterly fail to agree 
concerning those underlying truths. A Roman Catholic 
could easily compile from evangelical authors a volume of 
admissions that Catholicity is founded on vital truth; but 
what would he prove? Dr. Dorchester's collection of state- 
ments is a gratifying evidence that many non-evangelical 
writers agree with the church at large on some points; but 
the author pays too much deference to the importance of 
their admissions. To prove the truth of the orthodox doc- 
trines of the vast majority of Christians is easy ; but Dr. Dor- 
chester’s argument is that they are true because liberalists admit 
that they are Aa/ftrue. (16mo,c!oth, pp. 343. Price $1.00) 


Life of Edward Norris Kirk, D.D. By David O. Mears. 
Boston: Lockwood, Brooks, & Co.—The late Dr. Kirk was 
a prominent American clergyman for nearly fifty years ; and 
few ministers have exerted a more powerful, and yet gentle 
and winning, inflaenca upon the congregations to which 
they have preached. Dr. Kirk's pastorate of the Mount 
Vernon Congregational Church, in Boston, extended 
from 1842 to his death in 1874; and during all that time, 
notwithstanding the powerful influence exerted upon Boston 
by the Transcendentalists and the followers of Theodore 
Parker, the church was a well-known stronghold of evangeli- 
cal doctrine and evangslistic zeal. Dr. Kirk lived to see 
Unitarianism and “liberal religion” lose their hold upon Boston 
in large measure; and the renewed ascendency of orthodoxy 
in the city was a great gratification to the zealous pastor, at a 
time when his increasing indisposition had compelled his 
own practical retirement from the field. The present volume 
well fulfills the requirements of an adequate biography. 
Its style is excellent and transparent; and the author’s 
evident purpose, throughout the whole book, has teen to 
present a full story of the man and his surroundings, rather 
than a series of brilliant episodes. Indeed, Dr. Kirk’s life 
presents few opportunities for fine writing. He was an 
able, wise, and zealous man, who accomplished great 
good in the world, and whose personal character was the key- 
note of every good thing that he did. (8vo, cloth, pp. xvi , 432.) 


GENERAL. 
—For the erection of the new St. Mary’s Free Hospital 


of the sale of bricks, at ten cents apiece. Hach pur- 
chaser of a brick in the building receives a certificate 
bearing a fac-simile signature of the Rt. Rev. Horatio 
The hospital is a Protestant Episcopal 


The Kingdom of Judah. By the author of The Wide, 
Wide World. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.— 
This new book by Miss Warner is written in her usual simple 
and pleasing style. It is designed to bea help in Buble 

—A good deed has been well done by Mr. Fletcher | study for those who have not time or means to consult the 
Harper, of the firm of Harper & Brothers. He has, at | works of scholars. In the form of a story, Miss Warner 
bought the “Sea Shore | presents a sufficiently full account of the history of the 
Cottage,” at Atlanticville, New Jersey, which will be used | kingdom of Judah, and embodies many of the results of the 





our churches to the highest possible state of efficient | asa home for sick and infirm persons attached to the | investigations of modern students and explorers. The 


usefulness,” 


—Protab Chunder Mozoomdar, a Hindoo theist, lately 
said in a lecture at Bombay: “The Christian religion is 
&marvel, It is difficult to determine in exact language 
What it is, As a system of theology it is subtle, elaborate, 
complicated ; and as abstruse, or more so, than Hindooism 
itself, As a system of ceremonials, symbols, rites, and 
forms of worship, it is as rich, as fall, as mysterious, as the 
religion of ancient Egypt. As a system of moral dis- 





publishing house of Harper and Brothers. Mrs. Harper | descriptions are made vivid by the design of the story, 


will herself superintend the establishment. | which takes some young people and their uncle on a three 


—A board of managers, representing the Presbyterian | months’ journey through Palestine, and dwells upon the 


. i isi i i ds her book to be 

F : d| sites they visited. Miss Warner inten ¥ 
chanshen “ Pano oe 0 pg ening. io ag is | merely a Bible companion, and says in her preface: “It 
an aioe an orphanage. In maintaining it. | is understood that this book be read beside an open B.ble.” 
so . . 385. Price, $1.50 
the managers will rely with confidence on the churches of Gtine, Cam, pe 508 akccee nce 
their denomination in Philadelphia, and request other| Gospel Work and Gospel Truth. Compiled by C. M.Whit- 
churches to contribute if they will. 


telaey and E.P. Gardner. This little volume consists of 
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two separate books bound together. Each is 
one of the usefal compendiums of Bible texts, 
by subjects, in a running argument, now 
so popular. The second is the more gen- 
eral, and has been separately issued in acheap 
pamphlet for wido circulation. (8q. 16mo, 
cloth, pp. 55, 8 80.) 


From its foundation to January, 1878, the 
house of Harper & Brothers published 3,291 
works, in over 4,000 volumes. 


Professor L. T. Townsend, the author of 
Credo, and other works, has nearly ready 
another of the same general character, en- 
titled The Intermediate World, which Lee 
& Shepard will publish. 

J. B: Lippincott & Co. have issued a new 
edition (the seventh) of the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
A. Seiss’ “ The Last Times; or, Thoughts on 
Momentous Themes.” The volume has main- 
tained a steady popularity for twenty-two 
yoara, 

Robert Carter & Brothers have neatly 
issued new editions of two popular books: 
“ The Book and its Story,” and‘ Fresh Leaves 
from the Book and its Story,” by *L. N. R.” 
The author, Mrs Ranyard, is well known as 
the author of “The Missing Link,” and as a 
leader in the Bible-readers’ movement. While 
not commendable for minute scholarship, in 
accordance with modern standards, the books 
are very excellent and serviceable presenta- 
tions, for popular use, of the history of the 
book of books. The price of each is $1.50. 


At ta late meeting of the Book Committee 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held in 
Cincinnati, it was reported that the sales of 
books and periodicals at New York for 1877 
were $630,705; at its depositories, $205,207 ; 
total, $836,912. The net capital of the New 
York house (Nelson & Phillips) over all lia- 
bilities is $974,192 The Western house 
(Hitchcock & Walden) sold in 1877, at Cin- 
cinnati, books and periodicals to the amount 
of $391,622; at its depositories, $266,852 ; 
total, $658,474. The net capital of the house 
is $429,474. The total net capital of the two 
houses is $1,403,666. 


Among the American books to be shown 
in the collective exhibit at the Paris Exhibi- 
tion will be Webster’s and Worcester’s Dic- 
tionaries; Allibone’s Dictionary of Authors, 
Lippincott’s Gasetteer and Biographical Dic- 
tionary; the series of translations from 
Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Goethe; the uni- 
form edition of Taine; Farness's Shake- 
speare; Bryant's History of the United 
States ; the educational publications of Har- 
per, Ivison, and Scribner; the periodicals of 
the Harpers, Scribner's Monthly; St. Nicholas; 
The Atlantic Monthly ; and the works of Irv- 
ing, Cooper, Motley, Bryant, Longfellow, 
Lowell, Waittier, Holmes, Emerson, Thvreau, 
aad Hawthorne. 


The Protestant Publication Society in 
Athens, Greece, established in 1869, has lately 
issued a statement of its work in publications 
in the Greek language since that time. 
Star of the East, a weekly family paper of 
eight pages, has been published for nearly 
twenty years, with an average issue of 700 
copies per week, The Child’s Paper, a monthly | 
for children, has been published for ten years. 
The number of copies issued per month was 


the first year, 1,500; second year, 2,000; 





The | 


View, Barth’s Church History, The Gospel 
According to Luke, The Acts, Chrysostom 
on Reading of the Scriptures, Koray’g Com- 
mentary on the Pastoral Epistles, Helps to 
Reading of the Scriptures, About Prayer, 
The Dawn, History of the Jesuits, History 
of the American Indians. The editions of 
most of these haye been exhausted, some of 
them for several years past, A republication 
of some of these, and especially of The Pil- 
grim’s Progress and The Saints’ Rest, is 
demanded. 


The Publishers’ Weekly for March 23 and 
March 30 contained statements concerning 
the spring announcements of all the promi- 
nent publishers. From its excellent lists we 
condense an account of new religious works 
in press. American Sunday School Union, 
Philadelphia: new editions of The Bible in 
the Counting-house, a course of lectures to 
merchants, and The Bible in the Family, hints 
on domestic happiness, by H. A. Boardman, 
D.D.; Views of Heaven, extracts from the writ- 
ings of Whately and others; The Shawnee Pris- 
oner, @ Borderer’s Story, by Clara F. Guern- 
sey. American Tract Society, New York: 
Yusuf in Egypt and his Friends, by Mrs. S. 
K. Hunt; Aunt Lou’s Scrap-Book, by Mrs. 
H. B. McKeever; Folded Hands, by Mrs. S. 
B. Titterington; Nan’s Thanksgiving, by 
Hope Ledyard, Satisfied, by C. M. Trowbridge 
——D. Appleton & Co., New York: The 
Bible Reader's Commentary, by J. Glent- 
worth Butler, D.D. Thomas Y. Crowell, 
New York: Sanday-school Library Collec- 
tion, No. 4, thirty-six selected volumes 
adapted to primary and infant classes; 
Archie Vernon's Library ; Curly and Kitty's 
Library ; Nita and Freddy's Library : Golden 
Secret Library ——E. J. Hale & Son, New 
York: a new edition of Light on the 
Cloud, a book of consolation; a bock of 
poems by the Rev. Dr. Means, of Amery 
College, Georgia——J. B. Lippincott & Co., 
Philadelphia: The American Episcopate, 
by H. G Batterson, D.D.; Earthly Suffer- 
ing and Heavenly Glory, and other ser- 
mons, by H. A. Boardman, D. D.—— 
D. Lothrop & Co., Boston: Echoing and Re- 
echoing, a religious story, by Faye Hant- 
ington; Loved into Shape and Osgood's 
Rebellion, English stories for boys ; The Best 
Way, The Best Ornament, and Pet’s Christ- 
mas Honor, books for children; Links in 
Rebecca's Life, by “ Pansy ;” a new edition 
of the Golden Treasury Pilgrim’s Progress ; 
Harrie; or, School-Girl Life; Lottie Free- 
man's Works; Little Faults; Dreams and 
Deeds; Rhoda Lyle; Little Mike’s Charge, 
English stories——Macmillan & Co., New 
York: Onr Old Church, What Shall We 
Do With It? by Thomas Hughes; Days of the 
Son of Man, by the Rev. J. D. Vaughan —— 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York: Before 
the Cross, by Bishop Titcomb; a pamphlet 
on Modern Materialiem, by the Rev. W. F. 
Wilkinson ——-Pott, Young & Co., New York: 
Turning-pcints in English Church History. 
——Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila- 
delphia: Rambles Among Lnsects, by Samuel 
Findley, D.D.; Jennie Prendle’s Home ; Oat- 
side the Gate; Silas Gower’s Daughters, by 
Annette Lucille Noble——G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, New York: The Bible, What Is It? 


| by the Rey. J. T. Sunderland; Pulpit Teach- 
| ings on Great Subjects ——Anson D. F. Ran- 


| 


third, fourth, fifth and sixth years, 3,000 each ; 


and for the remaiaing four yeara, 6,000. 
Daring the past four years about 4,000 copies 
of The Child's Paper have been annually 
ciroulated, The reason for printing more 
than the actual circulation is that new 
subscribers often ask for the back numbers. 
Thirty books, pamphlets, and tracts have 
been published, of which the total issue has 
been 83.000 copies, About 6,000 copies of 
the following books have also been disposed 
of: Butlers Analogy, Saints’ Rest, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, Alleine’s Alarm, Collection of Useful 
Knowledge (4 vols ), Dr. King’s Miscellanies, 
Dr. King’s Sermons, Wilberforce's Practical 


dolph & Co., New York: The Teaching of 
| Christ Respecting the Duration of Future 


»| Panishment, by Professor W. S Tyler —— 


Religious Newspaper Agency, New York: 
A new volume of The Complete Preacher, 
containing sermons by the Rev. Drs. Christ- 
lieb, Newman Hall, Farrar, Liddon, Cum- 
ming, Spurgeon, Brown, Parker, Crosby, 
Duryea, Armitage, Deems, Dabney, Cook, 
Rylance, and Cuyler——-Roberts Brothers, 
Boston: The Bible for Learners; Philo- 
christus, dedicated to the author of Ecce 
Homo; Aspirations of the World, by Mrs. 
Lydia Maria Child———N. Tibbals & Son, 
New York: Bits of Advice to Young Clergy- 
men.——T. Whittaker, New York: A new 
edition of the Book of Common Prayer, with 
marginal references by the Rey. O. W. Lan- 
dreth ; a course of sermons for the church 





year, by Dr. John N. Norton; Bishop Hunt- 
ington’s Bohlen lectures for 1878 ; Questions 


about Oar Church, by the Rey. George W. 


Shinn; a sketch of girl life, Blessing and 
Blessed, by Mrs. G. 8S. Reamy; A Year at 
Briercliffe, by Hope Ledyard. W. J. 
Widdleton, New York: A new edition of the 
tev. W. R. Alger’s [rationalistic] History of 
the Doctrine of the Future Life. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEI VED. 


The King in his Beauty. By Richard Newton, D.D. 
Illustrated. 16mo, cloth, pp. 347. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. Price, $1.25. 

Illustrations and Helpful Hints on the International 
Lessons of 1878. second quarter. By the Rev. W. F. 
Crafts. Illustrated. Sq.l6mo. paper, pp. 153. Chicago: 
Fairbanks & Co. Price, 25 cents. 

Fallen Leaves. By Irving A. Searles. 

p. 110. Paw Paw, Michigan: 


16mo, paper, 
Northerner office. 


Printed at The True 


The Last Times ; or, Thoughtson Momentous Themes, 
By Joseph A. Seiss, D.D,. (Newedition ) 12mo, pp. 
433. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


a ig qeaqgeere: and The Percy Children. 
M. E.C. Wyeth. Illustrated. 
New York. American Tract 
cents; postage, 6 cents. 


By Mrs. 
igmo, cloth, pp. 200. 


Society. Price,90 


Plain Progressive Talks upon the Way of Salvation. 
By the Kev. David R. Breed. Sq. timo, cloth, pp. 
56. Thesame. Price, 35 cents; postage, 3 cents. 


The Little Miner; or. Honesty Rewarded. By Gus- 
tave Nieritz. Translated by Ellen M Gifford. l8mo, 
cloth, pp. 269. Philadelphia: James A. Moore. 
Price, 80 cents. 


The Historical Student’s Manual. By Alfred Waites. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 9. Boston: Lee & Shepard. 
75 cents. 


The Lawrence “ Mother Goose.” By FE. D. K. 


16mo, boards, pp. 58. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 


Price, | 


Oblong | 


Madame Gosselin. From the French of Louis Ulbach. 


(Collection of Foreign Authors.) 
pp. 366. New York: D. 
cents. 


Sq. 16m0, paper, 
Appleton & Co. 


The Image Unveiled. 
p. 242. noe York: 
rice, $1.2 


Gospel Work and Truth; a Scripture Text Book- 
Compiled by C. M. Whittelsey and E. P. Gardner: 
Sq. 18mo, loth, pp. 135. New York: 
Tract Society. 


By Miss L. Bates. 16mo, cloth, 
National Temperance society. 


vew Music. 

Gospel Eehoes ; a aan collection of songs for the 
Suoday -school, etc. ae R. G. Staples. Oblong l6mo, 
boards, pp. 144. Oskal oosa, lowa: Central Book 
Concern. Price, 30 cents. 


Sounds of Normandy. 
Charlie Baker. 
50 ceats. 


Lallab 
F. 


Potpourri for piano. 


By 
Cincinnatr: F. W. 


Helmick. Price, 


. Song. By Joseph K. Emmet. 


Cincinnati: 
. Helmick. Price, 35cents. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulacion of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 26,750 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscriptton list at any time. 

In ordering samples or goods of Messrs 
Jordan, Marsh & Co., please mention seeing 
the advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times. Prag 

Cuurcn Cusnions, Cotton Felt Mat- 
trasses and Patent Spring Dress Pillows, 
manufactured by the American Carpet Lin- 
ing Co., New York and Boston. 


No carpets should be laid without a Moth 
Proof Carpet Lining. Use (Cotton and 
Paper) only that manufactured by the 
American Carpet Lining Co., New York 


and Boston. For sale by all Carpet Deal- 
ers. 








SPECIAL NOT ICES. 


Sones or Brutan. New Si Book for Sunday 
Schools. . Price, 35 cts. Lee & ker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street. Philadelphia. 





PIPE Oncan FOR SaLE.—Suitable for Chapel or 
Sunday-school. Will be sold cheap if applied for 
immediately. Address. 

MOORE, 15 Gold St., New York. 

SARATOGA SPRING ¢.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has Turkish, Russian, Suiphur, Hydropathic and 
Electrical Baths, Vacuum Treatment, Inhalation of 
Oxygen, Compressed and Rarefied Air, Health Lift, 
etc., for the treatment ef Nervous, Lung, Female, and 
other chronic diseases. 








By arrangement with the anthor, the American 
Tract Society becomes the publisher of The Name 
Above Every Name (revised edition). It has a chapter 
for every week, and texts forevery dayin the year, 
with reference to the scriptural titles of our Lord. $i; 

ostage. 0c. Send to the Depository, 1512 Chestnut 
st., Paila., or to your bookseller. 


Scribner, Armstrong & Co. ve 743 Broadway, N Ds 


-¥. 
“USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’S CHOCOLATE 


” WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY Is THE ‘BEST. 





PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 


-APPLETONS JOURNAL— Art Journail— Pepular 
Science Monthiy. The Best t Advertising Mediums. 





HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 cents tor postage. 


ucklow’s 's Catalogue of Practical Religious Works 
on application. 20 St. and Madison Ave., N. Y. 


XFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
"Thos, Nelson & Sous, t2 Bleecker St., N.Y. 





Price, 60 


American 
| 


NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 


Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 Pp, m, 

Connecting with Express Trains at New London 
via New York and New England Railroad for 
Blacksione = Boston and via Worcester for 
Anam are Junction, Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, etc. 

Express Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4d a. Mm. 

PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4a. m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m, 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
5 a. m., for all stations on New London Northern, 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and 
New York and New Engiand Railroads. 

FREIGHT. The new and capacions freight 

assenger (iron) steamer City of Lawrence will 
n connection with steamer City of Boston, 
steamer City of Norwich, in connection 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, 
excepted. 

4@ Shippers can rely on dispaich and lowest 
rates. 


For further information inquire or 
W. H, TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. Y. 


and 
run 
and 
with 
Sundays 





" MODEL OF PAL 


Shows Mountains, Vall 
as vividly as woulia 


eys, Plains 
visit to the | 


t othe : It is univer- 

ded he & for ‘the Bible stu- 

siving ne w Mite his read- 
: r fe 


hanging on the wall, i 

for Cirenlar : and order one 

references fully, $10.00, a of 
. 8. for aie is, and all } Be “oot ‘and. E. hureh 

Age wot Ww ante 


EXCELSIOR SCHOOL 


| FURNITURE MANUFACTURING CO., CINCINNATI, bell 








| wastaken out, what number it was, 


SHUTE'S TIME SAVING 
S.S.LIBRARY RECORD. 


Tells without the w w riting ofany ‘fis cures w he *na book 
and who took it 
out. Italso prevents, if desired.a book being given 
the second time to any scholar. Commended by the best 
Sunday-school papers,and enthusiastically endorsed by 
Librarians whoare using it. Price, on y $1.50. Send 
for descriptive circular and testi moni ‘ 
Also. The Bible Verse Indicator, i: 
to all Bible Students. Price 25 cents per set. 
EBEN SHUTE, 
Manager International 8.8. Supply ¢ 
52 Bromiicld Street, ; 


valuable 


Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown’s Bronchial 

Troches’”’ will allay ir- 

ritation which induces 

coughing, and gives im- 

mediate relicf in Bron- 

chitis, Catarrh, Influ- 

enza, HMoarseness, Sore 

Threat, and Consump- 

tive and Asthmatic Complaints. The Bron- 

chial Troches have been steadily winning 

their way into public favor, until they are 

known and used nearly all over the world. 
SELTZ Carbonee gaseous waters are rect 

4e by all medic fact uti 


best hygienic beverages. to kee p the stive organs 
in a healthy condition. Served in these h dy Sipnons 

they can be always at hand, being a most 
Pea tet causing no heavi ness as does 

ice-water. They can bt taken by themselves, 
or mixed with pleasant syrups. Their use tends to 
regulate the pulse, and to keep the head cdear; they 
are an auxiliary of health and temperance. ranco- 
American Mfg. 637 North 15th St., Philadelphia. Agents 
for the Sieboygan natural mineral water, which relieves 
dyspepsia, indigestion, headache, rbeurmatisim, malerius 
and kidney diseases. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, ygunrensie for the Fireside 
a (enlarged) W eekly and Monthiy. La 

© World, with ~~ oth 

‘erms 


VICKERY, 


mmended 
among the 





Ghromos free. Big Commissions to Agents 


and Outfit Free. Address 
Augusta, Maine. 


For Sale or Rent. 


In_ Plymoath, Litchfield County 
the Naugetuck Railroad, a targe m 
(2 rooms) with barn and two acre 
ow. For particulars address, 

HORACE 


RP. 0. 


FENN, 


Plymouth, Conn. 
PROF. A J.SCHEM’S H pte ty of the 
WAR IN THE EAS 
Is the LIVE book for LIV gents. 
pages, 100 Engravings. Price 
DS. 


4 18s FOOoctavo 
> » SS O°. Address 
» GOODSPEED, New York or Cincinnati, O. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO 
Best quality WASH BLUE, and most 
D. 8. WILTBERGER 
38 North Second Street, P 
NHK 8 lendid - Midwinter ’ Number ot Scribner’s 
Mouthly, and the Christmes Holiday Number of 


St. Nicholas sent as specimens, post-paid, for 30 cents. 
Address, Scribner & Co., 743 Broadw ay, New York. 
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From Advertisers. 


[From Croft, Wilbur &Co., Manufacturers of Con- 

fectionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.] 

After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no paper has brought us so good 
he Sunday Schooi Times. An adver- 
ried in its columns brought us cash 
the larger share of ali the states in the 







From J. J. Wilson, 768 Broadway, New York, Manw 
~ facturer_ and Eaxhibitor of Stersopticons.—February 


5, 187 





asure to me"to inform you that my ad- 
t he Sunday School Times has been the 
pared sable sfac tory of any I have ever done without 
xeeption. Before I had seen the issue containin 
my fret advertisement, numerous letters satisfie 
me I had found a medium of the greatest value. 

Tam glad to notic e that you rigidly exclude adver- 
tisements which are intended to deceive by promises 

rat cannot possibly be made good, and I believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


[From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Organs, &c., 4) Hast 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 















TUaT +4 te] 

v e pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
med we consider The Sunday School ‘Times one 
of the best we use. 

iam Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 

} —August 31, 1 -} 

I have been much gratified with the success 
attending my advertisement in The Sunday School 
limes, and shall avail myself in the future of that 





nedium superior to any other within the 
range of my experience. 


[From 2. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
s Agency for _ and Teachers, 30 Union 
uare, New York. 
have been so gratified with the returns from m 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 

feel f impelled to report the fact to you. I 

may safely say I have received more answers from 

my advertisement in this paper than from any other 

I have empioyed. 

From M. W. Smith, &C Ov, 140 La Salle 8t., Chicago, 

iary 16, 1877.] 

More than three hundred letters were received 
from our one advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times. 

[From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, d the Cenien- 
nial season, of the Franklin ‘Howe, P hia— 
July 31, 1876. i 
i believe The Sunday School Times to be one ot 














Il— Je 


(CUT THIS OUT.) 


“SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOLS!” 


When you commence your School this spring, if you will order of us, 


we will try to supply you with such attractive literature that you will forget 


that yours has been a *“* Summer School,” 


without any difficulty. 





Remember, you 





Schools” advertised in this or any other paper by writing one letter to 


Libraries 





Papers, 
Lesson Leaves. 





Quarterlies, 
Monthlies, 











the best mediums for a many br of 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard 
from my advertisement in = tar oftener than 
from any other paper in w ave advertised 
this season. 


From M. 17, Richardson, Publisher o Ro Reeioae’s 
: Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.— 

January 19, 1877.] 

{t is very gratifying during these times to find 
now and then a paper that brings se like an 
adequate return for the money invested. I have 
been agreeably disappointed with the results of my 
advertisement in your columns. 


| From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 

29, 1877 .} 

We have received a large number of applicants 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, including one 
to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
ao far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us, 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (14lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 
per line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
line (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 i insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Ss curday of the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN B. x ATT LES, Publisher, 


y : WT. 


sxactly what you want in your 








unday-school. 1t is undenominational and thor- 


oughly practical in Christian work. It pleases the 
children with its beautiful illustrations, and large, 
plain tyy I to the hearts of the older 





people with its s 2achings. The following 


letter, from one of our subscribers, is only one of the 





Lverybody'’s Publishing Company. 


Gents.—Enclosed find post-office order, for which 
please continue Zverybody’s Paper to my address, 
Wethink more of it every day, and every one who 
has seen it think everything of it. May the Lord 

>» you success with your paper. 
y 


Yours truly, 


S.S. K. 
Land arge supply of tracts of our own 


to all kinds 


of religious work, 


post-paid, 1,000 pages in a pound, 





SODY’S PUBLISHING CO., 
Lo. 6 Areade Court, 


chicago, Hi. 





S PORTFOLIO OF FASH- 

vings, or * What to wear, 
ol information oevery 
gue of new fashions. ladies’ 
., or Demorest’s Monthiy 


J. b. Ga a, 1 





Pittsburgh, Pa. 











D.R. NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y. 











COCOA POD AND BEAN. 





WALTER DAREN 


CHOCOLATE, BROMA, 


COCOA 


Are highly recommended for their great nourishing 
aod strengthening properties, and will be 


All warranted PURE and manufactured from selected Cocoa. 
Highest Prize awarded at Paris, Vienna, and Phi'adelphia Exhibitions. 





AND 


PREPARATIONS 


found equally well adapted for invalids 
as well as those in health. 











Books fer Sunday-school Libraries. 
Anson D. F. Randoiph & Co., 300 Broad- 
way, corner of Twentieth Street, New 
York, invite attention to their books 
for Sunday-school Libraries. The selec- 
tien is carefully made from the cata- 
logues of the Religious Publishing 
Secieties, and all other unexceptieon- 
able sources, and is believed to be larger 
than that offered by any other estab- 
lishment. 





FROM A PASTOR IN NEW JERSEY. 


Dax Stirs :—Let me thank you for the 
favor you have done to our Sabbath-school, 
in the choices books with which you have 
enabled us to replenish our library. We 
sought to obtain good rather than cheap 
books. Accordingly, we appointed a small 
committee of persons competent to select, 
who, upon consultation, at once decided to 
apply to you. Your kindness in making a 
selection for us of your best books, and send- 
ing 80 many more than we expected to buy, 
from which to choose, enabled us to get just 
what we wanted. Indeed, your own selec- 
tion wasso good, that often we found it difficult 
to decide between one book and another. 
Yoar prices also were wholly satisfactory ; so 





in every way we feel like being grateful to 
you for what we have received, instead of 
finding a word of fault. 


Catalogues furnished on application. 


A MICROSCOPE 


WITH 100 MOUNTED OBJECTS 


th 
FOR $1. 
Superintendents or Teachers wish- 
ing to give rewards to scholars ; par- 
ents who want to please their chil- 
dren ; all who want a really interest- 
ing little instrament—sure to please 
—should send for the Micrograph. i 
Sent free for $1. Circulars free. 3 
AGENTS WANTED. Address. D. L. SMITH. 
_Waterhury, Conn, 











Printed in bronze on 

black enameled cards 

Ten varieties: Size of 
» 


each, 7 by 2 inches, 
Can be used as book- UU). or for other purposes, 
On face are mottoes in large ty pe, such as “AmT a 
Christian ?” ‘“‘ Why am I nota Christian ?” “Without 
lovel am nothing.” “‘Where shall I spe nd et nity ?”” 
etc, On back of each are texts enforcing the motto, 
Are suited to Sabbath-school classes, Inauirers, 
Prayer-Meetings, etc, $1.50 per 100, or 25 cents 
of 10, post- ~_ 

- SYCK ELMOORRE, 

1420 Chestnut St. 
Phiia., Pa. 


Tha Bible fur Biblo Teachers 


Go to your Bookseller and ask him for the “ BIBLE 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Spottis- 
woode's imprint. They are furnished in tive sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 to $12.00. 

They have been revised and ¢ rtende d in matter, 
proved: in binding, and REDUCED IN PRIC 'E. 

There is no reason Why any Sunday-school or Bible 
teacher should be without the BEST. The Concord- 
ance in these Bibles is of real use, and not a mere name, 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular. If the books cannot 


im- 


| be furnished you in your own town, send a Restal card | 


to POTT, X ow. NG & CO., Coope r Union, N. 


PULPIT HELPS. Bev 2ving A. Searice, Paw 


*Paw, Mich. Sample, l0centa. 


and run it through the entire year 


can get ‘everything for Sunday 


per set | 


THE BEREAN 
ADAPTATION 


OF THE 


International Lessons, 


BY REV. DR. J. H. VINCENT, 


Assisted by ® corps of TWELVE able scholars 
and practical teachers, including Clergymen, 
Laymen, and Ladies. These lessons are 
adapted to every grade of pupils. 


These Lessons are for the Family'and the 
Sunday-School. 
THE SCRIPTURE BEREANS. 

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews 
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. Therefore many 
of them believed ; also of honorable women which 
were Greeks, and of men, not a few.—Acts 17: 
10-12. 

It is the aim of the Berean Series: 

1. To promote independent labor on the 
~ of teachers and scholars. 

To give partial aid to the teacher with- 
ont ‘doing everything for him. 

To enlist home help in Sunday-echool 
anne 

4. "To uphold Jesus Christ as the central 
sey of every lesson in both the Old and 

New Testaments. 

5. To encourage the DAILY searching of 
Scripture. 


Sunday-School Journal, 


‘Unsurpassed as a help to the study of the 
International Lessons.” “To any teacher 
whose time of preparation 1s limited it is 
indispensable.” ‘It contains notes suited to 
teachers of both advanced and oor 
classes; has Bible references printed in fu 
It is equal to @ commentary, dictionary, and 
maps combined.” Such is the testimony 
from every section. Only sixty-five cents a 
year for single copy. Clubs of six or more, 
fifty-five cents each. 


The Berean Quarterly, 


In 1870 Nelson & Phillips published a 
“ Quarterly Leaf’ for the use of scholars, but 
for a variety of reasons it was suspended. 
In 1876 the Quarterly Leaf was revived, and 
in a new and greatly improved form is now 
published under the title of Tur BrrEan 
| QuARTERLY. The Quarterly contains con- 
densed notes on the lessons, and questions 
especially adapted to older pupils. It also 
contains maps, a Bible dictionary, review 
exercises, ‘* Bi ble drill,” and many charming 
features. Price, twenty -five cents a year. 


EVERY BIBLE CLASS TEACHER 
who uses the SunpAy-fcuoorn JouRNAL should 
| supply the members of bu or her class with 


Every Sunda 


WILL YOU TRY IT ONE QUARTER? 

Cost or Every Sunpay! Single copy, five 
cents per quarter; 15 cents per year. 100 
copies, one quarter, $250. 16 copies, one 
quarter, for 60 cents, or five copies for 
20 cents. 





Send for a Catalogue of our Helps. Address 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadwagy Vew eek. 


FATRBANKS’ 


Sunday-School Collection Box. 


The best thing for class collections, Silver can’t 
drop out. Price, perdoz.,50 cts. Sample box sent on 
receipt of 5cts. Address 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 
8. S. Publishers and Booksellers, 
46 Madison St., Chicago, Til, 
Organs for Sundas-sehe ols, Chapels or 
Private Residences. 

Prices "Reduced! New pipe organs, 2 stops, $250; 3 
stops, oe, err and 1 octave pedals, $325. Size of 
each #} 
| WILBORN E L. ROOSE VELT, 40 West 18th St., N. Y 





F' )R the Sunday School Lesson of April 28, 


The Vow of the Rechabites, 


And Reasons for Abstaining. By Rev. Canon Farrar. 
| D.D.. A new and valuable address just pu blis hed by 
| the National Temperance Society. Every ‘Ves ac ber 
| shonld have a copy. Price, 10 cents, Auidrons. J. Ne 
STEARNS, 58 Reade Street, ‘New York. 








| LOVED INTO SHAPE, and 
4 SGOOD'S REBELLION. 
1émo. Llustrated, $1.00. 
| Two English stories of rare interest to Boys, 
| Besion: D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers. 
I 


Sacramental Sabbaths. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


—— ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « =« $2.15 each. 
“ 16 to 29 ed *“*e«s 41.90 “* 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as octgaely ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which 1t has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore n sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Taz Tires to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ta bape only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pasiors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
Class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 

ordering it, state that they are such. 
rintendents’ 


In sending your renewal to The Su 
r, please mention the date to which you have 











Pa 
d for Tue Sunpay Scuoon Tres, as given on the 
Yellow address label on Tax Trxs. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - 
100 -d ome year, « = = 7. 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
ues Copies, three months, + « 


one year, -_ 8 ® 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Bs ment for 
the same by a money order payable at Ph elphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 38 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, . Is. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be ad sed to. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


WHO WOULD 


Send to New York to buy FurRnrrvrr, Carpers, 
Sitver AND Piatrep Ware, Wartcu, Tower and orner 
Crocks, Watcnes, Communton Sers, Caurca and Cort- 
Taae ORGaNns, Pianos, Bronzrs, Screntiric, Rare and 
Misce.tanrous Books, Bisies, Sunpay-scnoon La- 
BRARIES, Mustc anp Music Books, JAPANEse and 
Curna Wakes, Bric-a-Brac, Picrures, Carriaaes, 
eTc., ETC,, If they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for them, can find such a party in our AGENCY, Orders 
will be faithfully and conscientiously filled without 


commission, 
Our facilities for porthating Pianos and Organs 
enpnte us to furnish them much below manufacturers’ 
rices, 
4 Ladies’ Shopping Orders carefully and promptly 
executed by an Experienced Lady. Send clear descrip- 
tion of articles desired, accompanied by Postal Order, 
Registered Money Letter, or N. Y. Bank Draft, 


AZRO GOFF’S PURCHASERS’ AGENCY, 
212 Broadway, New York, 
#3” Please keep this for future reference, 








HORSTVANN BROTHER 


Fifth and Cherry Streets, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Sunday-School Banners, 


Prices and descriptions furnished on 
application, 


~NEW AND BRAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymna) 
Cards. TEACHERS price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address, J. H, BUF- 
FORD'S SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine 


Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin 8t., Boston, Mass, 











The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 
is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in 
its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 
members of five denominations. The present circula- 
tion of The Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. It is used by schools of all denomina- 
tions in every state of the Union. The number for the 
second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
alone will be worth the price of the book. Will you 
not try The Quarterly in yourclass for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY. Many Superinten- 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen- 
sive for them have found no difficulty in raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 25 cents a year, or $23 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost or 
postage to subscribers. Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 
months, seven centseach. Tosupply your class would 
cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 
35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 
sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe! at the office ot 
The Sunday School Times. Address, John D. Wattles, 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pi 
all speaking and richly decorated, can ve furnished 
Siasch Cogan tor ites akneme, commenting 
eight sines, costing fromm $400 to'61,250. 
surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, of 
dppearancs and Perfection of Action. 
&#@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 


No. 15. Two Mi ls, 32 Stops 
No. 81. One M 1,17 Stops 
Two Manuals, 15 Stops. 
Three M is, 46 Stops. 
One Manual, 12 Stops. 
Twe M ls, 1€ Stops. 
‘ One Manual, 11 Stops. 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops. 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke’s 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 

free to all ap- 


TO ADVERTISERS! 222" 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION 0! 


ER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS, 16 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. ® sure to 
send for it before spending any money in pewepapet 
advertising. Address N. W. AVE & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 























We will send 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


nm Cloth, Blue and Gold, 4 cents copy. Address 
i. B., Box 8, Hinderneoe, New Yoru. 


MUSIC BOOKS. 





NOW SUPPLY YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH 


HEAVENWARD. 


The latest and best collection of Sunday-school 
Songs, by James R. Murray, P. P. Bliss, and other 
famous writers; and the only new book containing the 
best songs of the lament Bliss. No other book 
equais it in popularity. Sold by most booksellers. 
Sam ples, in paper covers, mailed for 25 cents. Price 
in boards, 35{cents. $30 per 100. 


NEW GOSPEL HYMNS AND SACRED SONGS. 


SONGS OF FAITH. 


om leading religious journal thus speaks of this new 
ok: 


“ This new collection is the same size as the No. 1 


and No. 2, prepared by Mesars. Sankey and Bliss. | 


It has in all over 240 choice pieces. Among these are 
many of the most popular and soul-stirring composi- 
tions of our day, such as‘** Hold the Fort,” “The Ninety 
and Nine,” What a Friend we have in Jesus.” “ What 
shall the Harvest be,”’ “* Resting at the Cross,” with 
many others. Besides these. there is a larger number of 
living, heart-inspiring, original pieces of music and 
words than we have seen in any book of this kind. Price 
in boards, words and music, 35 cents. $30 per 100. 
Words oniy,6 cents. $5.00 per 100. 
CHAPEL ANTHEMS is the latest and best book 
for Choirs etc., by Dr. J.B. Herbert. Price $1.25. 
THE GALAXY.—New book for Conventions, Sing- 
ing Schools, etc., by J. William Suffern. Price, $1,00. 
Be Catalogues of Music and Music Books sent free. 
Send 15 cents for sample of Brainard’s Musical World 
containing $2.00 worth of Music, $1.50 per year. 
S. BRAINARD’SSONS Publishers, Cleveland O. 
WILLIAMS & MANSS, WM. A. POND, & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. NEW YORK. 





1000 Vols. 


POPULAR \ | 


AND 
at Oc. each. 


CLASSICAL 


Oratorios and Masses, 
full scores, at 50 cents each. 


OPERAS, $1.00. 
NEW THEMES 


and Modern Gems! 
ARRANGED FOR 
CHURCH OR PARLOR ORGAN, 
with or without pedals. 
BY ALBERT W. BERG. 
Contains about 100 different pieces, adapted to all 
occasions. Price, $2.00. 
SONGS FOR 
CHILDREN AND THE CHILD-LIKE. 
A most charming collection of fifteen delightful lit- 
tle Songs of a cheerful, happy character. The music 
by Dr. J. L. Tucker and Dr. Wm. H. Walter. Octavo, 
tinted paper. Price, 50 cents. 
Published by WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broad- 
way and 39 Union Square, New York. 


5 §$tranb’s Splendid New Books! Examine them, 
Crown of 
(Brice, 35 Ota.) lory! 


$3.60 per doz. 


Is filled with Gems of New S. S. Songs that 
will ** never grow old !”’ Supply your School 
with it. ’Tis a charming book. 


The Convention 
(be. and Choir. 


320 pages. Splendid Anthems, Chants, 
Hymn Tunes, Etc., that ‘“* DELIGHT THE 
Sincers!”’ Supply your Choir. 

eer Either book sent on receipt of price. 
Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McOLURG & CO., Chicago, Il 





Send for Circulars of Straub’s Normal Institute for 1878 
Tf UT Apeay ‘sfooyog APG 10 “SAOHIT NV'TCCOM 
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VOW READY! Bright! New! Sweet Cheerful: 


GOSPEL ECHOES»... 


Do not supply your school with new singing bo 
mt have examined and tested this buck. Tt is 
es for SUSDAY Scthoots 

fome Cinches. [tis ful 
REST anthora of Sundav-se 
Children, Teac rs. Snuperinendents ¢ 
all say they want it } sule ev ‘ Sample pares 
fre«. Sample copies.“ cents, or& per doxen, by mail, 
Address. CENTRAL BOOK CONCERN Oskalousa, lowa, 
er0. DITSON & CO... Boston and New York 


PRaven-) 





SEND FOR SPECIMEN PAGES OF 














1 
The Best Sunday-School Music Book. 
Specimen Pages Free. Sample Copy, 35 Cents; 
Per Dozen, 33.60 by express: $4.20 by mail. 
FILLMORE BROs., PUDS., CINCLNNATI, 0. 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The 





tation unequaled 
of all others. No agencies, P. 0, addres 
Trey or West Troy, N. Y. 


¥Y & oO. 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY — 


Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


- Manufacture a superior quality of Bells 
Speciai attention given to Ci} URCH BELLS 


Ulustrated Catalognes sent free 


z= 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY, 
Bells of Pure Copper und Tin 
for Churches, Schools, Fire 
Ajarens, Farms, ete. FuLiy 


WARRANTED. Catalogue 





sent Freee VANDUZEN & TIFT, Oimeinnati. 0. 


ree mod TROY CHURCH BELLS known to | 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 

by any, and a sale exceeding that | 
8, either | 


WORTH REPEATING. 


THE PILGRIM. 
{“ E. Foxton,” in The Churchman.) 
A pilgrim am I, on my way 
To seek and find the Holy Land 
Scarce had I started, when there lay 
And marched round mea fourfold band. 
A smilling Joy, a weeping Woe, 
A Hope, a Fear, did with me go 
And one may come, or one be gone 
But I am nevermore alone. 


My little Hope, she pines and droops 
And finds it bard to live on earth; 
But then some pitying angel stoops 
To lift her out of frost and dearth, 
And bears her on before, and up, 
To taste, out of our Saviour’s cup 
Such cheer as here she cannot find 
While patiently I plod behind 


Thus oft I send her from below— 

Poor little Hope—for change of air. 
I miss her sorely ; but I know 

That God of her is taking care. 
} And when my earthly course is done, 
To heaven’s gate I'll see her run 
| To meet me ‘mid the shining bands 
With fall fruition in her hands. 





My Fear I give to Faith to still 
With lullabies upon her breast 
She sings to him, ‘‘ Our Father’s will, 

Not ours, be done, for his is best,” 
And lays him down to sleep, in bowers— 
Beneath the Cross—of passion. flowers. 
But ever yet he wakes in pain, 
And finds his way to me again. 


| 


She sits and walks and runs with me, 
And watches. Ere the sun with gold 
Pays to the East his entrance fee 
She stirs, and stares me in the face, 
And drives me from each stopping-place. 
A guardian angel in disguise 
Seems looking through her tearful eyes. 


| But Woe—she scarce will loose her hold. 
| 
| 
} 


Perhaps she hath acharge from God 
To see that ne'er, through Satan's camp, 
I slumber on my dangerous way 
Too sound or long. A safety-lamp, 
Meantime, by Joy is carried nigh, 
Somewhat aloof; for he is shy, 
Too shy within my grasp to stay, 
Though seldom is he far away. 


Thus, fellow-pi'grims, fare we on: 
But, in what mortals call my death, 

My Fear is doomed to die anon; 
hen Woe shall Jeave me safe—so saith 
My sweet-voiced Hope—and turn to bring 
Some other soul; while Joy shall spring 
With me through heaven’s strait door, to be 
Forever of my company. 


USEFULNESS OF REVIVALS. 
(From The Hartford Times. ] 

The usefulness of special revival meetings 
| has been questioned by able ministers of the 
| gospel as well as by reflecting laymen; 
| and there has been a wide difference of 
opinion in regard to the question. Many 
clergymen have thought that decisions of 
reformation suddenly made under influences 
of religious excitement, sre not morally 
healthiul or lasting; that many who make 
| their religious vows under such circum- 
stances become backsliders, and sink back 
| into deeper sinfulness, thus exercising an 
| unfavorable influence upon the religious 
community. While others argue that the 
thoughtless and wayward often need a gen- 
sation to rouse their religious natures, and 
turn them irom evil ways; and that while 
some who are suddenly converted fall back 
into sinful paths, many others hold to the 
faith, and remain good Christians through 
life. 

There is much truth in the latter view. 
In the physical world, a tornado, or severe 
storm, or lightning, is necessary to clear 
the atmosphere of impurities. A sharp 
stirring up of the elements produces 4 
healthier state. War, terrible as it is, 
bringing sorrow broadcast for the time 
being, generally produces results which the 
originators ofthe contlict do not contemplale 
and these results are usually beneficial to 
|mankind. So, in the moral world, move- 
| ments that rouse the sensibilities and start 
|up thought and discussion, tend to arrest 
controlling sins, to rouse a sluggish of 
| indifferent public sentiment, and to makes 
clearer moral atmosphere, a better under- 
| standing of the true religious duty of mat- 
| kind. By these powerful demonsirationé 
some people are made temperate and 
moral, and become better husbands and 
wives, and lead better lives, 
| Religion or a true religious life, is x0 
comprehended in a sudden resolve, a declat’ 
ation of the convert ina revival meeting 
that he has experienced « change of heat! 
and is happy. This may be the starting 
point in the way of a good hfe. But 
let the convert remember, only the begil- 
ning; and if he cannot comprehend av¢ 
believe this, he will certainly become * 
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backslider. Religion is a feeling of rever- 
ence for God, and of duty to him and his 
creatures. It is practical piety, goodness 
in every phase of life, every-day goodness, 
not a@ mere Sunday declaration of good 
intentions that are not carried out, but are 
followed by selfish and narrow acta, by 
uncharitable conduct and false promises, 

heating and wrong practices. It is devo- 
tion to Ge od and good intentions; it is the 

ractical life that represents true religion or 
belies 1b. It is duty to God and our 
neighbor. “As ye do these things unto 
the least of these, ye do unto me.” 





BEING READY FOR DEATH. 


[From the United Presbyterian. ] 


What is it to be ready for death? It is 
simply to be in that spiritual state and 
relation to God in which death will work 
no injury. When death does not separate 
us from God, when it releases us from this 
life and gives us an entrance into the 
eternal life with God, we are ready to die; 
that is, however suddenly death may come, 
it does not imperil salvation. In — 
worda, every one who has believed, and i 
justified, has not only access into ovine 
now, but also entrance into glory whenever 

summoned. Preparation for death is not a 
certain measure of holiness, a being “ good 
enough,” but it is being im Christ Jesus. 
Though the lightning be God's swift mes- 
senger, there 1s no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Grace 
is not intermittent, but flows an unbroken 
stream. The new life is not crossed by 
chasms into which we may step and be lost, 
but is a firm way on which we tread confi- 
dently. There are no unguarded periods 
in which death may smite us while the 
strong arm of the Lord is not about us. 
We are always in his keeping. 

We need to have this deeply impressed 
upon our minds, that if we have received 
the Lord Jesus, power has been given us 
to become the sons of God and we are 
saved. lt belongs to God, then, to deter- 
mine the manner as well as the time o! 
our removal to his presence. Look ai 
death in the light of these words: “ The 
Father has made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in ligit, 
who hath delivered us from the power vi 
darkness and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.” If he chooses 
to give us the fuil possession of the inheri- 
tance in a moment, how canit work harm? 
If he, without announcement to us, trans- 
lates us into his presence, how can it en- 
danger our salvation? If he is pleased to 
spare us the pains of approaching death, 
and all the attending sorrow of sundering 
ties, is it not love? Should we live in 
dread of the sudden opening of heaven to 
us 

Lo be ready for death, then, is to be pos- 
sessed of the new life in Christ. And this 
we need for living as well as for dying. 

or it gives us peace in the assurance of 
God's lavor. lt gives us confidence by 
assuring us of Almighty protection, and of 
the cert vainty that death, at whatever time 
it may come, will be a removal to dwell 
with Christ, 





WHAT A CLUMSY HELPER 
CAN DO. 


[From The Hand, by Jean Mace.] 


Have you noticed that when you want 
to take hold of anything, a bit of bread, 
we will say,—have you noticed that it is 
always the thumb who puts himself forward, 
and that he is always on one side by him- 
self, while the rest of the fingers are on the 
other ? ? Ifthe thumb is not helping, noth- 
ing stops in your hand, and you don’t know 
what to do with it. Try, by way of experi- 
ment, to carry your spoon to your mouth 
without putting your thumb to it, and you 
will see what a long time it will take you 
to get through a poor little plateful of 
broth, The thumb is placed in such a 
manner on your hand that it can face each 
of the other fingers, one after another, 
or all together, as you please; and by 
~ we are enabled to grasp, as if with 

& pair of pincers, all objects, whether large 
or small, Our hands owe their perfection 
of usefulness to this happy arrangement, 
which has been bestowed on no other ani- 
mal, excépt the monkey, our nearest neigh- 
bor. I may even add, “while we are about 
it, that it is this which distinguishes the 
hand from a paw or afoot. My foot, which 
~ other things to do than to pick up apples 

tlay hold of a , fork, has also five fingers, but 
the largest cannot face the others ; “it is not 
@ thumb, therefore, and it is because of this 
that my foot is not a hand. 


No. 160.—Front View. 


J ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


In order to know how In= 
dispensable they are, you 
should send for Specimen 
Copies, to 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocis, 


GREAT SUCOEBSS. 
+ Be sure ‘o send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) OW THE GLOBE 


sttustrated Catalogue sent free. 


WE CANT TELL 


In an Advertisement ali the Excellencies of 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHE' 
THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKL 


THE LITTLE FOLKS 


ANAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 











SLATE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory ard Beleneeres, ae 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
JOSEPH 8S. MILLER, 
Successor to Wilson & Miller, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circu ar. 





A. H. Andrews & Co., 
13 Wabash Ave., Chi- 
cago, Manutacturers of 
Sunday and Day-school 
Furniture. A specialty 
of Portable Black- 
boards and Stretcher. 
Price, $1.50 to $5.00. 
Cheapest and best ever 
invented. Patent Dust- 
less Erasers and Cray- 
ons. 10c, pays for sam- 
ple by mail. Send for 
“Guide to Church Fur- 
nishing”’ and eueuins. 
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LEST ONT sl Sit 
. inforn or sent " ce \ 
dress O. F. DAVIS, Laid: Agent U. hk. K 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 





ihe VINGEE & GURARU uw’ > 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 






WedeliverStrong Pot Koses,*ui abies or immediate 

Nowering, safely by mail, at all post-offices. 5 Spiene 

did Varieties, your choice, all lu bel: od, for $1 ; 12 for 

S2: 19 a SS: 26 73 for 

810; 100 for S13. Send or our r NEW ¢ GUIDE 

to ROME CU LTTURE, and choose irom over 500 
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rib 


) 2 ree 
P G3 





~ EL EGANT C ARDS, no two © alte, with name, 
QB ike. postpaid, GEO, IL. REED &CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


MON EY; can be made in any locality by sell- 
ing we. Rubber Printing Stamps. 
- HATFIKLD. Pottstown, Pa. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents per copy 
— free. Address M, B,, Box 53, Kinderhook, New 
ork, 








1825. 1877 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, - * Assets, $1,704,481.36 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM, G. CROWELL, Secretary. 

JOEN L. THOMSON, Ass’t Secreiary, 


THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723 46. 


The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of 
its surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates, 
Agents wanted. Apply to MH. Ss. STEPHENs, 
Vice-President, 1 Chestnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 








NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


Trains for NEW YORK and TRENTON leave North 
Pennsylvania Depot, Third and Berks Street, at 7.30, 


9.30, 11.30 A. M.; 1.30, 3.30, 5.30 P. M., and 12.05 ‘bight. 
For TRENTON, 4.15 P.M. (Accommodation, ) 
For Yardley, Hopewell, Pennington, Delaware end 
Bound Brook Railroad, 8.15 9.0, and 11.30 4m -M.; 3.30 


and 5.30 P. , and 12.05 midnight, 


FOR LONG BR RANCH. OCEAN GROVE, OCEAN BEACH, 


9.30 A. M., except Sundays, 

SUNDAY TRAINS for New York, 9.30 A. M., 630 
P. M..and 1205 night. For ‘lrenton, 9.30 A. M.. 4.15 
and 5.30 P. M. 

PARLOR CARS on 7.20 A. M. and 1.30 P.M. 

TICKET OFFICES, 
434, 732 and 1351 Chestnut St., and Berks St. De pot. 
Baggage collected and checked to destination by 


Mann’s Express. 101 South Fifth St 
ELLIS CLAIR, General Agent. 


* FETCH : 





RI ag IN AND 
ELL THEM of 





JESUS, 
Supcrintendents, send 3 cent stamp for sample of 
above pamphiet, admirably adapt a aod cire ulation 
—e Sabbat h-school teachers. Addres 


ERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
"$2 Madison Street, Chicago. 


BDUCATIONAL. 
OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


| 

Collegiate, and Preparatory depart- 
ective studies. Admits both sexes, Nosaloon 

temptations. Best of religious influences. Thorough 

| and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library fees on iy 

| @27a year. Over 1,000 students. Spring term, Marc 

| 





Theological, 


12, By September 3. For circulars address 


J. B. T, Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 
OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 


the College management. First-clas& teac!\ers. Ex- 
penses low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
| preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
| passed for healthfulness and religious and intellectual 


| pa a ric 
| H™ SCHOOL FOR | YOUNG “LADIBS, 
| 4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Best advantages for a thorough education. Refers*by 
ermission to H. Cla: Treen Editor of The Sunda: 
thool Times, and Rev. W. Dana, 4001 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, For bay addre 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


Address Prof. F. B. tice. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. oy 1802. A Sea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New bx ¥- to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A. M., E. sreenwich, BL 


gor = WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best ad —e Science, Lan- 
guages, Painting, 


REV. D 





‘VID H. MOORX, D.D., President, 


OLDEN HILL SEMINARY for Young Ladies, 
J Bridgeport, Conn. For circulars, address the 
Princi sal Miss EMILY NELSON. 








AGENTS WANT ED. 





EN WANTED-—to sell the PATENT GRID- 
DLECAKE TURNER, and other articles that 
every family needs and will buy. Sempeen, 10 cents. 

Two —_—— per cent. profit to agents. 
. F. WEEKS, Box 507, ‘Rochester, .N. Y. 


GENTS WANTED for the sale of the 
# Illustrated Lord’s Prayer,’ TEN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 
Agents are making from $2 to $15 per day. Ministers, 
Book and Picture Agents, and ali out of mares ment, 
send for circular and terms and be conv inced 
dress, REV. T. BUCK 
Milton, Sertinbectnad Co. , Pa. 
A N o can POURLE their 
G EK Ss money by selling 


The End of the World Near. 


A new and ene } tema on prophecy. It already 
has a wide sale. Indorsed by the press and clergy. 
Sample copy sent, postp aid. on receipt of price. 
Paper, 50 cts. : Board, m5 cls: Cloth, 1.00, P.O. . steanpe 
taken’ Send forcircular and terms. Addre 

EW. “SWORMSTEDT, 38 Arcade, Cincinnati, Ohio. 











AGENTS WANTED. Forthe BOOK that SELLS! 


OME MEMORIES. 


A work brim ful of the choicest reading in the Eng- 
lish language. Bright and cheerful throughout. Wise 
counsel and rare entertainment for old and young. 
In everything itis varied. pleasant, snegestive, truth- 
ful. A book to create and refine taste, to fill Head 
and Heart at the same time. Rare chance for men 
and ey to make « oney. Address, 

-c, MeCurdy « €o., Phiia., Pa, 








BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES. 


WPAN ei1¢: CANT EES 


- Catal & Lectures. 3 Bvvks, oc. 

= ARS FREE. Ovurrrrs Wantrp. 
a ~- MUSIOAL CABINET. { THEO. J. HARBACH. 
Everyone « Musician, 809 “ilbertSt., Philad’a, Pe. 


MAGIC MUSICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Musical Invention 
of the Age! 


THIS NEW AND WONDERFUL INSTRUMENT, 
enables any one to play any desired maneey. sacred or 
, child can manipulate, execution is faultiess, 
strict in melody, harmony, etc., suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, ome use, etc. In fact, 
wherever good music required. Please send for 
descriptive circular. 








WAGICDANTERNS ws 


DAY WAS a ENT 
for Sun AY Schoo nek RE 
LARGEST ST othe of 


IGAN. 
WONT CAEL SLROBALADA 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITCH PINE, Michi and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
Sw Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
dimension and Vessels furnished. liso 
ph seasoned Lumber, one, Meuld- 
ings, ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
§8- 











Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 108 WALL STREET. New Yore, 








R. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


pata skirtsu peter and self-adjus'- 

pads, nequalied for beauty, 
oa e, and comfort. Approved by ail 
fi physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
4 In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
* yo Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00, 
WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway. N. 3 





ADIES’ NECK BOW, 20c., half doz. neck Ruch- 

ings, 25, wide lace collars, 25, 35, or 50. Fine tuck 

and doubile-ruffie skirt, $1.00 or nine tuck with embroi- 
> 92.00 by mail from 


-b. C ARL ISLE 


. Pittshargh, Pa. 


WHAT JESUS SAYS. terances, 


collated by top’ ics. full index, large 12mo, 400 pages, 








mailed, eapeia, for $1.50. Circular. Address 
REV: FRANK RUSSELL, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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Thousands of Ladies are now doing 


their Shopping without leaving home, 
i 


EVERYTHING 9/2.) Materia 


Por Everybody, of either Sex or of any 
Age. Write for Samples and Prices 
of what you want. They will be free- 
ly and promptly sent. 


Address, plainly, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Grand Depot, 
Thirteenth @ Market, Philadelphia. 


Cocco, 
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IN APRIL, 
There will appear in 


THE CRISTIAN UNION 


A series of articles by 
DR. EDWARD EGGLESTON, 
n “How To HoLp ove Youna@ PKoPLE.’ 


“NEW YORK STREET LABORERS,” 
in a series of interviews with themselves. 


SPRING PLANTING IN GARDEN AND FARM. 


A SERMON EACH WEEK, 
by Hmnry WARD BEECHER. 
INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
by Rev. Lyman Abbott. 
“ Letters from my Library,” by “ Laicus.”’ 


Terms $3.00 per annum, postage popes. For 4 
months on trial, $1.00. To clergymen, $2.50, Sample 
copies sent on receipt of 3 cent stamp. 

‘er sale by all news-deaiers, 


THE CHRISTIAN UNION, 
a1 Park Place, New York. 


THE 


Gem Musical Library. 


A set of 21 fine Collections of Bound Music, each of 
which has 80 ps ges. full Sheet Music Size, and contains 
an average of 25 Songs or Pieces, all of the best and 
most pleasing character. The Composers are the most 

»opular and successful ones in the country, The fol- 
fowing are favorite Collections: 


FAIRY FINGERS. 


By Julius Becht, containing 26 charming and easy 
Waltzes, Schottishes, Polkas, &c. 


PEARL DROPS. 


Contains 25 fine and easy piano pieces by Kinkel, 
Coote, Mack, &c. Capital for learners, 


BRILLIANT GEMS. 


Fine selection of plano pieces of easy medium diffi- 
culty, by Pacher, Allard, Kinkel, and others. 


PLEASANT MEMORIES. 


Contains quite a variety of piano music, of moderate 
difficulty, and by 14 different composers. 


FIRESIDE ECHOES. 


A collection of capital songs and choruses by 16 of 
ny best “ ‘mene Price of each book, $1.50 Boards, 

00 Clot 

Send for ‘Cire alars with Contents of 21 books. 





A most attractive Son is, ‘‘ I'll be watching for you 
at the Window,” by C. M, Pyke, 40 cts. It has a fine 
picture tithe, as has G,. D. Wilson’s new Polka Rondo, 
called “ Dancing on the Green,” (60 cts.) which is 
gaining a deserved popularity. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
©. H. DITSON 4 CO. J. E DITSON 4 CO, 
843 Broadway, 922 Chestnut Street, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


AGREAT OFFERI! e,wim aur 


** ing these hard 
times dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters?’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Il. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, T-octave, $130; 
7 1-3-octave, $1403; Organs, 7 stops, 
$65; 8 stops, $70; 12 stops, $853 
cash, in pertect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, N. Y. 


mover, but the slaugh- 
ter of high prices con- 
tinues. By wonderful 
vm a ements, ingen- 


ious inventions, and 
perfected systems, we can now produce 


Maguificent $750 PJ ANOS ror $190. 
Beautiful $250 ORGANS FOR "$75. 


Sent free for examination, Guaranteed Six years. 
Marchal & Smith Piano and Organ Co., 
47 UNIVERSITY PLACE, N. Y. 


IT COSTS YOU NOTHING: 


lo try our Organs, for we send them on ten days 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 seis of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam O Factory of 
ALL KR, BOWLBY & 00., ashingion, LJ. 
vY Jon the ¢ GOSPEI. ACOORDING 
LEC ru RE" ‘0 MATTHEW. 
By HENRY G. IN, DD Price 10 cents. 
A. F. RANDOLP. ine Acne #0 Broadway, New York. 
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EVELL’S classified reference catalogue of 8S. 8. 
supplies free to any address. F. H. Revell, Chicago. 


6 Mixed Cards, with name. 0c. 
ever_ made. 





Best Offer 
¥F. W. GARDINER, Lynn, Mass. 


40 MIXED CARDS, with name, 10c. Agent’s 
outfit, 0c, L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


Cards, no 2 alike, with name and 
Me foe: Card Case, 13c. C.G. HAVENS 


& CO., West Meriden, Conn. 











5O Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case. 13c., or 25 
no 2 alike, 10c. Outfit 10c, Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 





ELEGANT CARDS, no two Sg ly name, 
Aa) 10m.. posinatd. J.B. AURTED 





Extra Mixed Cards, name in Crimson, Gold & 
50 Jet, on all, 10c. CLINTS BROS., Clintonville. Ct. 





50® t Mixed Cards, with name, 13 cents. 
Agent's erent 0c. Seavy Bros., Northford, Ct. 
€ FANCY CARDS, with name, 10c.; 50°for i15e. 
25% Piain or Gold. Try us. W.E. Huil & Co., Hud 
son, N. Y. 


30 Gold & Silver Border, new, with name and ele- 
st Leatherette Case Sue. 25 without case We., or 
GABE =: 5 no two styues alike, and neat Moroceo Case, ‘Ge 


Ca’logue & samples 3c. J A. Morrill, Fulton, N.X 











Chantangna Essel Herald. 


A forty-eight colamn paper in quarto form will 
be published at Fairpoint as the official organ of 
the National Sunday School Assembly and Scien- 
tific Congress from June, 1878, monthly, through 
the year and daily (Sundays excepted), through 
the sess ons of the Assembly in August of every 
year This paper will contain exact steno- 

oes reporss of all the proceedings of the 
Kasten ly, including all the scientific and literary 
lectures and sermons, and also reports of class 
instructions, drills, ere., ete. 


REV. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., will edit a depart- 
ment of Normal Class work, and Rev. L. H 
Bugbee, D.D., President of Allegheny College 
has been engaged to prepare & commentary or 
analysis of the Intersational Sunday school les- 





| sons for each Sunday of the year for this paper 


Twenty thousand copies of the paper were 

sued asan advance sheet on April 8 which 
contain a large amount of information in regard 
to the Assembly to be held in August next. 

Sabscription prics (postage paid), cash in ad- 
vance, per annum, $1 60. 

When 5 or more subscriptions are ordered at 
one time, $1.40 

Single copies, 6 cents each. 

For advertising, subscriptions, or single 
copies, address 

M. BATLEY, Publisher, 

Ji amestown, N. Y. 


My Picture Beste} “four pegce for every Sunday 
100 copies, one year, $13.00, ible House, N. Y. 





~—QUR CHILDREN, 


SEVENTH EDITION. 


By Atticus G. Haygood, 2D. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips. 12mo, ; eS 354. Price, $1.50, post-paid, to 
any address. k for Parents, Preachers, and 
Teachers. 


yy Tr ; 7 ~ “J ; ra) 
A Few of Many Press Notices. 
“Part IL, dealing with “The Sunday-school,’ is 
especially valuable. Dr. Hay good has made the sub- 
ject his own, knows it thoroughly, and always speaks 
to the point.”—London Spectator. 


af is a book fur every household.”—J. H. Vineent | 


knowledge.”— Nashville Christian Advocate. 


“ An admirable book, both eng and instruc 
tive.” — National Sunday School Teac. 


“Tt strongly and well insists on the a of parents 


“The best treatise of the kind of which we have any 


D RY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 


Sent to any address in any part of the United States by 


JORDAN, MARSH & CO. 


of Boston, Mass., the largest Dry Goods House in New 
England. By dealing with this house the people in 
| the towns of the Middle. Western, and Southern 
| States can secure the benefit of the lowest retail prices 
uoted in Boston or New York. An elegant CATA. 
OGUE, with full description of the goods and Brices, 
| will be sent free to any address on application. People 
who desire to purcbase hosiery, gloves, millinery, 
| ladies’ ucderwear, infants’ clothing, boys’ clothing, 
housekeeping goods, ribbons, handkerchiefs, collars, 
cuffs, laces fringes, embroidery, woolens, dress goods, 
silks, shawls, furs, cloaks, suits, etc., etc., and wish to 
Save money and get the advantage of selection from an 
immense stock, should send for this CATALOGUE. 


Adaress JORDAN, MARSH & CO.,Boston, Mass.,U.S.A. 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees. 
Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window ‘Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale, 

Florists’ ooo 
IN GENERAL 
This Hanging Basket in 
five sizes, 8, $34, 1)3¢, I8and 
15 inches in diameter, 
Price. 75c., $1, $1.50, $2.00, 
$2.50, sent by express to 
any part of the U. 8., on 

receipt of price. 

Send stamp for Ilustra- 

ay ted Catalogue. 


Rustie Mfg. Co., 


29 FULTON S8T., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 


SCROLL SAWS Fleetwood, Dexter, 
» Lester, Centennial, 

etc., at Factory Prices. Wood & Designs. 
LATHES«'* Jig & Circular 
Saw Attachments. 

for Ama- 

TOOLS & BARDWARE cotee See: 


chinists, Curpeniers, and every Department of Me- 


chanical Trade. Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind of Tools or Machines you require 


TALLMAN & McPADDEN, 607 Market St., Philad’a, 

















MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
| prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
| remitting for first purchase. Address the manu- 
' facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
paper. 








PLEASURE AND. PROFIT. FREE. 
1e full-size Fret Saw Designs, 
2. ve and beautifuls one hundred 
Miniature Designs; five Comic Sil- 
hou ette sand Instrnetions in Bracket 
s<ENT FRE E to every 
© will send their name and 
nes of 10 boys or young men 
ure interested in 4b 

und Wood Car 
Mason & Co. . Youtl ; Gompanion 

Usice, Boston, Mass. 





ne 

Hessly in the 
ail rrocers in 
f Le OaNRED 


Chas, McKeone, Lo son &C v0. 
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in the homes, and Christians in the church, paying | 


special attention to the religious training of the 
young.”— The London Methodist. 

*“Ttis a book of gospel power.” — Methodist Recorder 

“It will be helpful to all Christian parents and 
teachers."”—New York Observer. 

“A book which every parent and teacher might 
read to advantage.” —Sunday School Times. 

* Both in families and schools this excellent book is 
caleulated to do much 
School Magazine, London. 


“Should be in the hands’of every parent.” —7exras 


Presbyterian, 


“ We hope everv father and mother {will get that 
book.”’—Pucijic Methodist. 


“It is not a sectarian .book.”—<St. Louis Christian 
Advocate. 


May be bought of or ordered through any bookse ler, | 


- PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
For popeay Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings. 


Vv. for 20 Haste has been preaching and 
developing tong plan of Illustrated Sermons 1n revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 states of the Union, has 

duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 


they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 


Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for io r cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 

list of churches now using them, revivals, etc., sent for 
l0cents. Photographs of Paintings also sent. Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 

“ Dlustrated History’ of Hymus and Their Authors: 

Tilustrated Stationery for Religious ienonapamtonse, 
and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Su rin- 
tendents, etc., to send to children. filled with children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above, 





AC. will get you 5 white lawn ties or 2 new style 

ys linen collars, or 2 hemmed linen handkerchiefs 

or ——q sz — es or pair of suspenders, or pocket- 
y mail 


Ss. BD. © ,ARLISL EK, Pittaburgh, Pa, 


32 Column Illustrated “Paper and 8 s pretty. 5x7 
chromo, sent 3 mos. on trial for 10 cts. stab 
3 sears, Y. F. World, 20 Lincoln St..Boston, Mass. 


GIRI S yay per Tio et Mottoes for fancy work, 
10 cts. J. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 


Rew soap x cfscdthes Softens, and 
fops the yy sikperipr washing pro- 
yand perneral 


good.” — Wesleyan [Sunday 





PIANO Another battle on high fe ces. ‘RA G ING 


War on the monopolist renewed, 
Ba-See Beatty’s latest Newspaper full reply (sent free) 
before buying piano or organ. Read ‘my latest circular. 


WAR paniei F. Bentty, Washington, JO RGANS 


J.&R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 


COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, BTC. 


Si i and Gold §. §. Banners, $5 
Send for Circula irmin 


xpnar TREES , AND PLANTS 


l.ow Rates. Appl e Trees i5e. eac : Standard 
Pear. 49e, each Dwarf Pear, 30e, each. 
Strawberries, Rt erries. Blackberries, and Grape 
Vines by the doz, 100, 1,000, or 10,000, All goods 
packe dand delivered at de without extra charge. 
Price-list free. see ess 8. C. DECOU, MOORESTOWN, 
Burlington ¢ Co 0. y A 


G for $1, |, 14 for 
» postpaid. 

Bec ie fling & Green- 

ouse Plants a4 


mail Ca‘alogu 
free. J.T. Phillips & Son, West Grove, Chester Co., ~ 


—— 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 











